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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
We are very pleased to report that we are now busily carrying out restoration works
which we had projected for this year. The initial work on the niches project is moving
apiece and as I write, two are in an advanced stage of being cleaned and restored. The
historic Madonna tar-Rummiena spectacular niche in the junction of the Xaghra. Nadur
and Xewkija roads has been carefully cleaned and is being restored by professional
restorers.
The other project is the restoration of the statue of St George on the façade of a house in Dr
Anton Tabone Street in Victoria. This is privately owned but Wirt Għawdex has been given
permission to restore it again by professional restorers. One must of course acknowledge the assistance provided by the
Ministry for Gozo in the shape of a number of workmen members of one of the employment schemes of the Ministry.
They are at the moment helping out whilst being trained in restoration tasks by restorers commissioned by Wirt
Għawdex. Whilst carrying out dutifully their job they are getting on-the-job training which is a useful investment for
them personally and for the Gozitan workforce generally. Additionally we have been allocated an employee paid by the
Ministry to carry out duties connected with Wirt Għawdex activities.
Wirt Għawdex President

Another project mainly ongoing but nearing its end, is the retrieval of the old stone columns with VR sculpted on them.
These were erected all over Gozo in the second half of the nineteenth century to indicate land belonging to the
Government. We hold that they are an important object of Gozitan heritage. Over the years they were a source of
neglect and some even disappeared for good. Wirt Għawdex has been in recent years looking for these lost columns,
finding and repairing them, re-erecting them as close as possible on their original site and cataloguing and
photographing them.
Finally we are busily clearing up the World War II shelter in the Cittadella which we hope to open for visitors in the
coming weeks. In accordance with Wirt Għawdex policy we have commissioned a well known author to write a book on
Gozo in the Second World Ward which will be published on the inauguration of the war shelter. All this apart from the
daily activities of Wirt Għawdex including keeping our sites open for visitors which are seasonally increasing in numbers.

In keeping with past appeals I again ask our members to come forward to
volunteer. Most of the work of Wirt Għawdex falls on the shoulders of our
hardworking executive secretary who has to deal not only with day to day
activities but also to absorb the work which our new ventures necessarily
generate. Any help which our numerous membership can provide will
enable our committee to take on the heavy responsibility resulting from
the taking on of new activities as has been alluded to above.
I wish all our members and readers a happy Summertime holiday.

Franco Masini
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Pomskizillious and Gromphibberous

BLA

You would certainly not
find the meaning of any of
these two words in any
dictionary. Edward Lear a
famous English artist and
nonsense writer visited
Malta several times but in
March 1866 he visited
Gozo and made a number
of watercolours of various
views and landmarks of
Gozo. In a letter to Lady
Waldegrave written from
Valletta on 30th March
1866 on his return from
Gozo.
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The Picturesque Mediterranean

He writes “Did I tell you of my visit to Oudesh, vulgarly called Gozo? It was a most pleasant one, and with the aid of
Giorgio I drew every bit of it, walking fifteen or twenty miles a day. Its Coast scenery may truly be called pomskizillious
and gromphibberous, being as no words can describe its magnificence”. (‘Later Letters of Edward Lear’, edited by Lady
Strachey. London 1911)
Lear will be remembered as one of the best artists of international fame who visited our island and the father of the
limerick as well as the eccentric who built a new house exactly as his old house so as not to confuse his cat!
I imagine that the English artist William Lionel Wyllie (1851-1931) had the same feelings with regard to Gozo when
from the site of today’s Triq Ħamri in Għajnsielem, he was looking at the port of L-Imġarr early in the morning and saw
this enchanting view which he immortalised in his drawing. Wyllie was a very important marine artist and left a
considerable number of paintings and prints of maritime subjects. In this print one may see the island of Comino and
Malta on the horizon whereas in the foreground one may see the port of L-Imġarr as it was more than one hundred
and twenty years ago. A steamer can be seen letting off smoke in the middle of the sea. Probably it was the
Gleaneagles acquired by the maritime firm O.F. Gollcher & Sons and which went into service to ferry passengers
between the two islands on 13th June 1885. Since no adequate berthing facilities existed at the time it used to moor
outside the harbour and postal articles and other merchandise as well as passengers used to be ferried to land by
boats. This ferry made two voyages daily. One left at 5.00am from l-Imġarr whilst the return trip left Grand Harbour at
3.00pm. A one way ticket cost eight pence whilst a return ticket cost one shilling. Interestingly, on the return trip back
to Gozo a collection of one penny from each and every passenger was made so that a mass could be said at the Chapel
at L-Imġarr in thanksgiving for a safe journey back home. (Somner G., Ferry Malta – Il-Vapuri ta’ Għawdex. Kendall
1982)
The drawing shows also a number of Gozo boats laden with merchandise leaving for Malta.
The old road leading to the port can be seen on the foreground. It crosses over the valley over an arch which still exists
today. The road from L-Imġarr to Nadur was built in 1848 and cost the sum of £496-17/6. In the same year Garzes
Tower which guarded the entrance into the port was demolished and its stones were used to build the bridge over the
valley between L-Imġarr and Għajnsielem (Gauċi A., Pajjiżi Taħt l-Ingliżi. Għawdex 1993). In contrast with today, the
buildings at l-Imġarr were very few as can be seen in this engraving.
The engraving is entitled Malta and Comino from Gozo and measures 86mm x 168mm. It was published in the
Illustrated London News on 21 November 1891 as well as in The Picturesque Mediterranean. The Illustrated London
News was first published on 14 May 1842 and it was the first newspaper which included photographs. One has to
remember that before the advent of photography, lithography and engraving were the sole means of producing
images in big quantities and in the most economical manner.
This article was written by John Cremona
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Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex

The Lost Cemetery and Its Chapels

by Andrew Gatt

In the previous newsletter, I have written about the medieval cemetery situated in the suburb of Rabat which
was built purposely to bury the French crusaders infected by dysentery in the 13 th century.
Throughout the following centuries, the Gozitan population
continued to flourish. Due to limited space, the middle class
could not acquire graves in the small Chapels to bury their
family members as these were all reserved for the clergy and
nobles. We know that Platamone, Navarra, Castelletti, de
Manueli and Monpaloa noble families possessed private
Chapels in the Gran Castello next to St Mary’s Church which was
later elevated to a Cathedral. Consequently it is believed that in
the 15th century the Matrice Church rehabilitated the former
French cemetery, which was in a state of abandon and started
utilizing it to serve the local community.

A Chapel in Rabat Cemetery

The French limestone slabs were re-used in the building of the surrounding wall. It is very curious how the
newly developed cemetery possessed many small Chapels. I have carefully viewed the list of Chapels in the
original manuscripts, transcribed to legible Latin, pertaining to the 16 th and 17th century Bishop’s Pastoral Visits
to the Maltese islands all the way from Sicily.
Most of the Chapels mentioned in these visits belonged to private owners. Therefore they possessed a
‘justpatroge’ patron’s right and carried special benefices, such as mass on feast day. The cemetery Chapels were
dedicated to the following saints:

Sancti Jovannis Evang
Sancti Antonij Abbas
Sancti Cataldi
Sanctae Catherinae
Conversio Sancti Pauli
Sancti Petri incatem
Sancti Blasij
Sancti Bartholomej
Sancte Marie
Sancti Michaelis Arch
Sancti Nicholai
Sancti Andreae
Sancti Simonis et Jude

It is not clear if there was more than one Chapel dedicated to St Mary because the title name varies from one
visit to another. It is sometimes referred to as Conceptionis, Assunzjonis or Della Pieta. Besides their religious
cult, the description of these Chapels is very similar to each other. It is interesting to note that all had the titular
painting of the saint on the altarpiece except for St Michael Chapel which had an icon also portraying Divea
Mariae et Sancti Sebastiani (1608), while St Simon & Jude, St Nicholas, St Paul and St Catald Chapels were next to
each other. St John’s Chapel had two doors, one facing north ‘settentrione’ and the other to the south
‘meridien’. To this very day, a narrow street close by bears the name for St John’s.
Andrew Gatt is a Committee Member of
Wirt Għawdex
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Activities at the Chapel
The Jeweller’s shop—March saw the enactment of a play at the
Chapel of Santa Cecelia on 3 consecutive nights and was very well
attended and received by locals and visitors to the island. The
play was written by Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II) in his young
days and it was put up to coincide with this Pope’s Canonization.
The play was organized and directed by Mr. George Mizzi of the
Gozo Creative Theatre Club and this success has encouraged them
to use the Chapel again for similar events. We also thank them for
their generous donation.

ESU AGM
The English Services Union also chose the Chapel as the venue for their AGM.
They asked Wirt Għawdex to give them a short lecture to explain the
restoration processes used in the restoration of the Chapel. Giovanni gave this
presentation to a very interested audience and which prompted many
questions during the refreshments break following the AGM. We would also
like to thank the organizers for their generous donation.

Cleaner & Greener Gozo Government Scheme
The Gozo Ministry has established a scheme, aptly entitled
“Greener & Cleaner Gozo”, wherein various groups of
workers were assigned to different projects aimed at
making Gozo look cleaner and greener. Recognizing the
work our society does, the Minister has assigned us a group
of nine workers who will work on our projects for the
duration of the scheme. Besides a full-time site sitter and a
full-time cleaner, the group includes several restoration
workers who have a diversified set of skills in different
media such as stone, wood, paint etc. A detailed report was
prepared to show the projects to be completed during this
period and this includes the restoration of some street niches,
monuments, VR stones etc.

Two of our members, James Licari and Michael Formosa, are professional
restorers and they are giving our new workers valuable restoration knowhow through informal ‘lessons’ to further the skills of our group. This
knowledge is then applied to the respective ongoing projects.

The first work tackled by the new group was the cleaning of the Three Hills Fountain outside
the Ninu Cremona School in Rabat. This cleaning paved the way for other workers to do the
required construction and electrical maintenance that the fountain needed.

Monuments

Cleaning and embellishing the area of the
Ninu Cremona Monument has also been
completed. This included the trimming
of the overgrown shrubs, planting of new
ones to replace iron railings and the repair of damage to the base of the monument. Works will be completed when the
missing banisters are replaced.
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The Citadel
Cannons
Another project was the
re-installation of the carriages
of the two cannons at the
Citadel – one at our Gunpowder
Magazine site and the other at
the top of the short stairway. This
required the assistance of the
Gozo Ministry Restoration Unit as
some of their lifting equipment
was required to put the cannons back on their restored carriages. The cannons were also
cleaned and re-painted and now look clean and properly maintained.
We have since
taken on the initiative to do the required maintenance work on all the other cannons
around the citadel. This work is being done by the three ETC workers who have been
working with us for the past couple of years.

Our workers are easily identified as they have been issued safety vests with
our name printed on the back. This has generated many positive comments
from the general public as they see them carrying out their restoration work
on the different projects.

Milestone
A Milestone has been placed near our HQ until
its original place is determined. It was misplaced
and stored at the Gozo Ministry Public Works
Department for the last 26 years.
Historical note: all milestone inscriptions were
defaced during WWII to avoid giving additional
information to the enemy.
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VRs

This was a VR that had been misplaced
during the works on the new main road
and a new one had been put in its place.
The original stone was later found and the
group have replaced the new one with the
original stone. The base was also properly
finished.

Another VR’s missing top (vicinity of Mġarr ixXini Road) will be replaced with a new one.

This was an unrecorded VR recently discovered at Mgarr ix-Xini Road with the middle
portion (pedestal) missing. Re-construction
of the missing pedestal and restoration of
the plinth is being carried out.
Here I must give thanks to our long-time
member Johnny Walsh who started recording the location of these VR’s a few
years ago. We would welcome any new
information about other VR’s spotted in the
countryside or villages.
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The missing top of this VR was found
in a field at Mġarr
ix-Xini Road and
is in the process
of being restored
and put back in
its original place.

You too can take
an active part in
Wirt Għawdex,
whether it is in
the committee or
as the occasional
sitter, contact us
on:
info@wirtghawdex.org

Niches

The Madonna Tar-Rummiena niche (near the roundabout down from the Victoria cemetery) was
the first niche to start being restored. Work is now at an advanced stage and is being done under
the direction of professional restorers and an architect. The statue of the Madonna and child (who
is holding a pomegranate and thus the name) is being held at our HQ waiting
for the results of the chemical tests and for the restoration directions to be
given. The several miscellaneous items found in the niche are also being
painstakingly restored before being put back.

Statues
Another of the projects undertaken by this
group is the restoration of a statue of St.
George found on a garden wall across from
Pompeii Church in Victoria. The statue was
all but hidden behind an overgrown bougainvillea shrub and permission was sought and
obtained from the private owners of the property to clear and restore it.
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Chemical tests and restoration work on the statue have started and
the work required includes the repair to one of the hands and the
replacement of the missing dragon’s head.

Here, special thanks goes to a sponsor,
who prefers to remain anonymous, who
donated €1,000 towards the restoration
of this statue. This will go towards the
various and substantial expenses
involved in this kind of restoration work.
Thank you – your generosity helps us to
continue with our work.

Our biggest and most challenging project yet is the planned
restoration work on the Salvatur statue (Marsalforn). The statue
needs structural work to replace deteriorated parts as well as
aesthetic work to remove graffiti, clean up the immediate area,
lighting etc. Some preliminary visits to the statue have been done
to determine the needs and we hope to start the actual work over
the coming weeks.
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M.Farrugia : Local musicians,
“id-Dudi” “the worms”
a nickname and term of
endearment c. 1930

This photo was taken by permission from: Treasures of Malta—Fonazzjoni Patrimonju Malti

One of the principal feasts in the Maltese calendar is “l-Imnarja”. In Malta it is celebrated at Rabat, Malta and in
Nadur, Gozo. The feast is held in honour of St Peter and St. Paul. It has been recognised as a public holiday since
the rule of the Knights of St. John.
The term “Imnarja” stems from the Sicilian word “Luminarja”. This means public illuminations to celebrate the
arrival of summer and also marks the beginning of some rest for the farmer. The nights were illuminated by
torches and bonfires. On the feast that is on the 29th of June, celebrations used to take place at il-“Buskett”,
Malta and also in Nadur, Gozo, at a beautiful spot also called Il-“Buskett”. This was a garden which in the 16th
century belonged to the noble family Navarra. The custom of visiting this place started after the Nadur church
received the status of a parish and after the completion of the new church dedicated to the apostles St. Peter and
St. Paul. People came from all over Gozo to celebrate. Like in Malta it is very popular with honeymooners and
brides. People used to eat and dance until it was time for the horse races in the afternoon. Unlike nowadays, the
procession with the statues of St. Peter and St. Paul used to be held in the morning. Therefore people were free to
take part in the celebrations at il-Buskett. Nowadays unfortunately this tradition has stopped. The once very
wooded area no longer has any carob trees and olive plantations. People no longer go to Buskett in Gozo.
Nowadays the feast is still very popular in Gozo. However it is celebrated differently. For five days before the
feast, there are great festivities. The basilica of Nadur is highly decorated and in the evenings there are band
marches. Fireworks are also very popular and renowned. On the Sunday before the feast, the Nadur Local Council
organizes an Agricultural Show in the square behind the church.
Farmers exhibit their products and their animals. Prizes are also
given. A few days before the feast, a folkloristic night is held. This is
aimed at reviving ancient customs. There is Għana (spontaneous
folk songs) and dance from local
As always we try to encourage our
folk groups. It reminds us of the younger members and students
previous celebrations at il- Buskett.
who are doing their placement with
Horse races are still held early in the
afternoon on the 29th June.

Wirt Għawdexx. This year we have
six girls and to your right you can
see the first three who have
contributed, quite nicely to this
newsletter.
Our SOK (Systems of Knowledge)
students from left to right are:
Helena Theuma, Dulcima Fava &
Anna Bonnici
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Chair Campaign – the remaining 5 chairs were sponsored within 24 hours of sending out
our last newsletter. All plaques are now attached to the chairs and they have elicited
very positive remarks from those who have used the Chapel and chairs for their events.
Thank you all for your support.
Benefactor, who wishes to remain anonymous for the generous donation of 1,000 euro
to go towards the restoration of the statue of St. George.

You said…
Lovely words received:
“…thank you…..for the excellent work you do for Wirt Għawdex & for Gozo…”
“…impressed at how fast the scaffolding went up…”
“….highlight of our trip ….visit to the silos…”
“..let me compliment you all on the event and for the amazing programme…”
“..Just wanted to say a very big Thank You to you all for making last night so memorable, we thoroughly
enjoyed the whole performance & really appreciate all the hard work that goes into an event of this sort…”
“…thank you for your hospitality….”
“…very interesting and informative newsletter….look forward to it…”
“..thank you…for being so enthusiastic and organizing so many wonderful evenings…”
Needless to say we love getting these emails which shows that all the work the whole committee puts in is
appreciated (and we all take a bow and thank you!).

We have re-scheduled the two lectures that had been postponed as follows:
Friday September 26 – Dr. Paul Pisani – “Sir Harry Luke – a forgotten benefactor of Gozo”
Paul Cassar – “The Friaries & Churches of the Augustinians, the Franciscan Minor Conventuals and the
Capuchins in Rabat Gozo – Historic and Artistic Gems” - 2-part series (consecutive Fridays)
Part 1 – Friday Oct. 31 – “Friaries… their historic value”
Part II – Friday Nov. 7 - “Friaries ….their artistic value”
As usual, reminders with exact details and a chance to reserve seating will be sent out closer to the
respective dates.
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Fuel Service Stations and the Environment
At Wirt Għawdex we try to cover most topical events that may affect our beautiful
island and which at times have adverse repercussions on our environment. It is not
always possible for us to attend meetings like public consultations as most often they
are held in Malta. Lucky for us we have Frans Attard a Committee member who lives in
Malta and is able to report back to us any happenings that concerns Gozo. Here’s a
rundown of one of the meetings that Frans has attended for us and this is his report:
The Malta Environment & Planning Authority (MEPA) has issued for public
consultation a 19-page document about its Fuel Stations Policy. This policy
was explained in detail during at the meeting held at MEPA’s offices in
Floriana on Tuesday 20 May 2014.
The document is a framework to establish a policy for regulations for new fuel
stations as well as for present stations that can be relocated. This document
includes also the design guidelines for new stations regarding the internal traffic as
well as the approach from public roads.
The meeting was well attended by businessmen interested in the new policy, as
well as representatives of the fuel stations. Their main aim was to learn more
about opportunities for the expansion of their business in this field.
Wirt Għawdex was represented by Frans A. Attard, a committe member. In his
intervention he pointed out that as far as Gozo is concerned, our preoccupation is
the possibility of new locations for fuel stations at the perimeter of a locality. He
pointed out that once a station is established, other services might be added in the
near future. These may include a tyre service station, mechanic, car wash, shops
for vehicles’ spare parts and accessories, parking and also snack bars.
So Wirt Għawdex suggestion was to recommend to MEPA to be very cautious not
to give permission for fuel stations to be built on roads between two localities, as
these fuel stations will be the final link to join two localities. Most localities in
Gozo are still separate from each other, thus this characteristic will be lost if these
fuel stations are located in ODZs between two localities.
The policy recommends that new stations can be built within 200 metres of the
permitted building line on the master plan. This may not be enough to safeguard
the present demarcation between villages.

Ever wondered what our President gets up to?

Our president Franco Masini
checks out the progress of the
ongoing projects.

And here he is with our executive
secretary Giovanni Zammit
encouraging the workers to keep
up the good work.
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COMPETITION
Competition in this issue is:
In his article Pomskizillious and Gromphibberous, John
Cremona relates the story of how eccentric Brit poet
Edward Lear invented his own words to describe Gozo
because he could not find the right words to describe
the island’s beauty. During the time of when Lear
visited our island in 1885, ferry crossings from Gozo
and back were infrequent and needless to say that the
fares charged were different too.

In the last issue of our
competition we said that
Mr.
Eric
George
Richardson had won the
hamper but we were not
able to contact him.
Luckily he found out that
we were trying to contact
him and he eventually
contacted us to claim his
prize. We had already
printed the newsletter when we met Eric but here he is now with
our membership secretary Betty Zammit claiming his prize. Well
done Eric and we hope you enjoyed the hamper.
**********************

What we would like to know is:
What was the cost of the tickets to cross from Gozo to
Malta and from Malta to Gozo back in 1885?

The next winner after Eric
was received on the 20th
April from
Dr. Michael Refalo MD
(picture below)
He
answered correctly:
Pierre Louis Laurent Houel.
We caught up with Dr.
Refalo at the Emergency
Department Gozo Hospital
which luckily was not busy.
Here he is on your left.
Well Done Doc!

Please send in your correct answer not later than 15th
August
2014
to
the
editor
at
:
membership@wirtghawdex.org
The first correct entry will win a hamper of wines and
other goodies. We are also adding a whole year of free
membership to Wirt Għawdex for one Adult.

Good Luck

Hello All
As I imagine you all know, there is currently total upheaval at the Citadel. However,
our site is still accessible without resorting to the long flight of steep steps near our
front entrance. Just walk up past the Court house and the old prisons (on the left-hand
side of the square) turn left at the restaurant and keep walking round the top path all
the way to the site.
Should you have summer visitors or want to visit yourselves, the site is open :
Mon - Sat 10:30 - 15:30 and most Sundays from 11:00 - 13:00. We'll keep this
schedule till September. We also hope to utilize some of the students working with us
for the summer to open the Santa Cecilia Chapel more often.
The Mġarr ix-Xini tower is open on Sundays.
Have a good summer.
Giovanni

Membership - a gentle reminder to anyone who still
intends to send in their membership fee for 2014 to
please do so.

Wirt Għawdex (founded 1981)
Member of :
- Voluntary Organazations VO/0227
- Gozo NGOs’ Association

Greetings to our long-time member and
site-sitter Bob Onions who is
convalescing at home.
We understand he is recovering so well that
he has even amazed his own doctors!
We send him our best wishes for a continued
speedy recovery.
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Address:

Dar il-Gvernatur
Triq L-Imġarr
Rabat VCT 9010.
Għawdex, Malta
Website: www.wirtghawdex.org
E-mail: info@wirtghawdex.org
Mobile: 79771981
Editor:

Ms. Sandra Jackson
membership@wirtghawdex.org

Mission Statement

“To Foster the
Knowledge of
And
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

