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We are pleas e our members that Wika®dex is i h mode.
As we write we have taken possession of the larg shelter near the
¥ entrance to the CittadellaThis has been done as a result of a Management
_ Agreement which we have signed with the Ministry for Gozo. This wartime
wirt esawdex Praghdiker will replace the smaller one near the NGE*tern Battery at the back of
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We are very happy however that we were given the opportunity to take on the much bigger shelter.
are in the process of cleaning and restoring it so that in the near future it will feature as a very importa
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with other visitors sites there. We are grateful to the Minister for Gozo, the Hon. Dr Anton Refalo fg
SYiN¥zaGAYy3d dza oAOK GKS aAaSQa YlFyl3aSySyido LUy
book on Gozo and the Second World War. We have entrusted Charles Bezzina, a recognised authorit
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this new site and at the same time serve as reminder of the bleak and terrifying years of the last war.

We are also actively engaged on a start of our niches restoration project. We plan over the next| two
three years to restore all the major niches in Gozo. In this respect we are employing a knowledgea
person on a full time basis to help out and to assist professional restorers to carry out the much need
restoration of niches. We have been provided with funds by the Ministry for Gozo to cover the costs
this employment for the next two years.

Works at our head office, the seventeenth century D&vkrnatur are almost over and as | have already
announced all our Committee meetings are being held there. Though the premises have nat beg
officially inaugurated we are making full use of them. Your Committee has plans to manage other sit
and in due course we will be making announcements in this respect.

As we take over more sites we need more volunteers to man them and | therefore make a plea for mo
members to come forward to help out so that we manage to keep our sites open for a longer perio
particularly over the holiday season when the number of visitors increases considerably.

| take this opportunity to wish you allldappy Easter

Franco Masini
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| am sure that many of you have
heard or read about the X
Stone Circle or as is more | .
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dating to the temple period and the |
only one of its kind discovered so
far on the island of Gozo. For this
reason we may safely refer to this |
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The oldest part of this burial ||
complex dates back to 4100 BC an? v
it remained in use at least till 2500 E
BC. It consisted of a circle of large |z
megaliths on the side of the [
winding road that from the road |
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middle there existed some form of Dite, dian LDefece antigue

stepped entrance which led e
towards a series of natural and man — — = - " r——— .
-made caves and cavities in which |* dzS RQ dZ}/ SRATAOS ¥ y- uA Ij dzS a A U dzS LINE ¢

the rituals of death were practiced.

The first person to describe this place in detail was Jean Pierre Louis Laurent Houel in his monumental four volun
workW +2@ 3S LIAGGHI2NBaljdzS RSa& A publiShad irRRris {nA1T8E. fIrStlis wiars Hoad! f
published an engraving of a view the site as well as a plan.

Houel describes how the size of the megaliths forming the circle, the shape and its method of construction are bot
interesting and impressive since the sheer size of the stone megaliths leave a lasting impact on the visitor. Houel giv
also the measurements of the two pillars flanking the entrance and says that they are eighteen feet high and six fe
by four feet thick. They are about four feet distant from each other and form the entrance to the circle.

Between the years 1820 and 1826, the Governor of Gozo John Otto Bayer together with Magistrate James Somerv
started digging in the very centre of the circle and found several remains. An accurate record of this dig is to be four
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destroyed a few years later by the land owner who did not manage to strike an agreement with Government on the
amount of compensation to be paid in return for the land.

For many years this site was completely lost and nobody knew its exact location. The site was {fihstiyvered
OKNRdZAK (GKS addzRASa FyR RSUGIFAf SR 2 o-astabliEhediie 2xgdh locatidn otv2 S
the site. Between 1987 and 1994, foreign and local archaeologists worked under scorching sun to excavate the site a
managed to retrieve and study in detail more than two hundred thousand human bones and over a tonne of pottery
together with some of the most spectacular and unique prehistoric artefacts which are now on display @atitgaG
YySé +AaA02NBRQ /SYiGNBed ! RSGFATSR NBLRNI KFa 6SSy Lz
usages of the prehistoric Gozitans.

The engraving is entitlel dzZS R Qdzy SRATAOS | Yy AljdzS &A i dzS addiéBuibered ¢ :
as plate number CCXLIX. The print measures 260mm x 375mm. The original gouache of this engraving together v
others made by Houel in Gozo and Malta were acquired by Catherine the Great of Russia and today are to be found
The Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg.

This article was written by John Cremona
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The Second (E

rusadeln Gozo

" Our grandpar en tfsgicdanbd
the PhoenicianCatatumbagwhere once stood emetery of Gdio.
was situated behind inedJs chur
earlier. At the time, it stood in a seclude ortified wall&Rabbatp
today Victoria.
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From documentary evidence, it was mentioned many times that it belonged to the
Matrice while in others, it was (tnrealtyjti o
this was not just one cemetery but twdhe foundations of the eldest one dates back to
the 13" century and is attributed to the Frenclg/- Francizi

-
f Anjou, Rex Ludovic IX embarked his fleet for his second
to regain the Holy Land from Muslim
occupation. Accompa him, besides princes, knights and military nobles there was
the abbot, bishops iﬁ a.number of high clergy. Malta lllustrata Vol.1 Notizia X, we
find tha these wanted to cel ebr afhigeina ijC
Carthage, inst the enemy, the militia faced mortal diseaga@song the many
infected, ther the saintly King
and his t\”o.eldest sons, W j"*‘”
eventually died. ©On their returnf P

In July 1270, the French Ki
crusade with intent

their courage, the Angevins who were the rulers of the islands,
ombs with massive stone sldigides sepulchralesngraved with
matic signs. These gothicstyle symbols represent holy crosses,
chalices, mitrals and probably noble families coat of armidnfortunately, along the
centuries, this cemetery was made bigger and restructured several tilreshe 19"
century, by order of the bishop, most of these slabs were removed from their grave and
used in the building of the surrounding wall of thisemeteruim magnum.

Historian Agius de Soldanis narrates that by thd' t@ntury, this cemetery was in a state

of neglect and a place of vandalism. In May 1946, unappreciative of its inestimable

e ecclesiastical and state authorities took the worst decision ever to destroy this sacred moiiillrard

ead. Unfortunately today few of these taiabs survived and are preserved at the Gozo archaeological
Bosco oratory and St Augustinelds Convent.
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Fromthe Secretary’'s Diary...

IJANUARY !

Our Annual General Meeting was held Jan@dry2014at Santa Cecilia chaps
Despite the particularly bad weather, it was well attended and great interest
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lapse of fifteen (15) minutes from the scheduled commencement time of the m
no quorum is reached (50% + 1), if the number of members present for the meeting Is
of four or more and includes the President or Vice President, then these four members shall be constituted as formingaaduoru
the meeting may be held as scheduled. The members present shall be authorised to take any decisions required on tee jtems
on the agenda of the scheduled meetifighe existing committee was also reconfirmed and a new member, Mr. Frans Attargl, was
nominated and seconded.

Our first lecture of the year was an appreciation of our natural

heritage by Joe Sultana. It was full house again and it was a
pleasure to see people of all ages eager to know more about|our
unique natural sites and how to safeguard them. Turn to page 7
for an article by Joe Sultan about Bird Hunting in Gozo

The committee held its first meeting of the year and it welcomed Frans Attard, the new mem-
ber. Frans will be attending, onWitlGg RSEQa o6SKI f FX NEBf SOyl YS|SiG
sions etc. that take place in Malta. All other committee positions were assigned/confirmed as follows:

President Mr. Franco Masini

Vice President & Exec. Bxary Mr. Giovanni N. Zammit
Treasurer Mr. Steve Andrews
PRO Dr Joe Zammit Ciantar
Committee & Membership Sect. Ms Betty Zammit

Petty Cash Officer & Restoration coordinator Mr. Andrew Gatt

Sites coordinator Mr. Charles Cassar
Activities Coordinator | Ms Rosabelle Pavia
Activities Coordinator Il Mr Frans A. Attard
Publications Ms Anita Refalo
Newsletter editor Ms Sandra Jackson
Member Mr John Cremona

Santa Cecilia Chapel was also the venue chosen by
| several groups from various villages to hold their special
A1 events. The number of these special requests is always
AYONBIFaAy3 yR AdQa al GaAaaf¥
{ being utilized and appreciated by so many.
We also had a request to open our citadel site to a group
of MCAST (Gozo) students and their foreign counterparts
(from Scotland, Germany and the Netherlands) who are
working on a joint EU project regarding the conservation
of energy and water. The silos proved to be of particular
interest to them.







