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The word for Gǩawdex  in Punic inscription 

 Wirt Gǩawdex  N E W S L E T T E R   No 2/14  

We are pleased to advise our members that Wirt Gǩawdex is in a growth mode. 
As we write we have taken possession of the large wartime shelter near the 
entrance to the Cittadella. This has been done as a result of a Management 
Agreement which we have signed with the Ministry for Gozo. This wartime 
shelter will replace the smaller one near the North-Eastern Battery at the back of 
ǘƘŜ  {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 5ŜƳƛ .ŀǎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊΩ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōŀǘǎΗ  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

We are very happy however that we were given the opportunity to take on the much bigger shelter. We 

are in the process of cleaning and restoring it so that in the near future it will feature as a very important 

²ƛǊǘ DƚŀǿŘŜȄ ǎƛǘŜΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ /ƛǘǘŀŘŜƭƭŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ 

with other visitors sites there. We are grateful to the Minister for Gozo, the Hon. Dr Anton Refalo for 

ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

book on Gozo and the Second World War. We have entrusted Charles Bezzina, a recognised authority on 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ²ƛǊǘ DƚŀǿŘŜȄ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 

this new site and at the same time serve as reminder of the bleak and terrifying years of the last war. 

Wirt GŠawdex President 

Franco Masini   

We are also actively engaged on a start of our niches restoration project. We plan over the next two or 

three years to restore all the major niches in Gozo. In this respect we are employing a knowledgeable 

person on  a full time basis to help out and to assist professional restorers to carry out the much needed 

restoration of niches. We have been provided with funds by the Ministry for Gozo to cover the costs of 

this employment for the next two years.  

Works at our head office, the seventeenth century Dar il-Gvernatur are almost over and as I have already 

announced all our Committee meetings are being held there. Though the premises have not been 

officially inaugurated we are making full use of them. Your Committee has plans to manage other sites 

and in due course we will be making announcements in this respect. 

As we take over more sites we need more volunteers to man them and I therefore make a plea for more 
members to come forward to help out so that we manage to keep our sites open for a longer period 
particularly over the holiday season when the number of visitors increases considerably. 

I take this opportunity to wish  you all a Happy Easter. 

Franco Masini 
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Gozoõs Oldest Cemetery  

This article was written by John Cremona  
9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ²ƛǊǘ DƚŀǿŘŜȄ 

2  

 

 
 
 

 
   The first person to describe this place in detail was Jean Pierre Louis Laurent Houel in his monumental four volume 
work Ψ ±ƻȅŀƎŜ ǇƛǘǘƻǊŜǎǉǳŜ ŘŜǎ ƛǎƭŜǎ ŘŜ {ƛŎƛƭŜΣ ŘŜ aŀƭǘŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜ [ƛǇŀǊƛΩ published in Paris in 1785. In this work Houel 
published an engraving of a view the site as well as a plan. 
  
    Houel describes how the size of the megaliths forming the circle, the shape and its method of construction are both 
interesting and impressive since the sheer size of the stone megaliths leave a lasting impact on the visitor. Houel gives 
also the measurements of the two pillars  flanking the entrance and says that they are eighteen feet high and six feet 
by four feet thick. They are about four feet distant from each other and form the entrance to the circle. 
  
   Between the years 1820 and 1826, the Governor of Gozo John Otto Bayer together with Magistrate James Somerville 
started digging in the very centre of the circle and found several remains. An accurate record of this dig is to be found 
ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ŘŜ .ǊƻŎƪǘƻǊŦŦΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ aŀƭǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
destroyed a few years later by the land owner who did not manage to strike an agreement with Government on the 
amount of compensation to be paid in return for the land. 
  
    For many years this site was completely lost and nobody knew its exact location. The site was finally re-discovered 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ WƻŜ !ǘǘŀǊŘ ¢ŀōƻƴŜ ƻŦ ·ŀƎƚǊŀ ǿƘƻ ǊŜ-established the exact location of 
the site. Between 1987 and 1994, foreign and local archaeologists worked under scorching sun to excavate the site and 
managed to retrieve and study in detail more than two hundred thousand human bones and over a tonne of pottery 
together with some of the most spectacular and unique prehistoric artefacts which are now on display at the Gǣantija 
ƴŜǿ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΩ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ ! ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΣ Ǌƛǘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
usages of the prehistoric Gozitans. 
  

   The engraving is entitled ±ǳŜ ŘΩǳƴ ŜŘƛŦƛŎŜ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ǎƛǘǳŜ ǇǊŜǎ ƭŀ ¢ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎ DŜŀƴǘǎΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩLǎƭŜ ŘŜ DƻȊŜ and is numbered 
as plate number CCXLIX. The print measures 260mm x 375mm. The original gouache of this engraving together with 
others made by Houel in Gozo and Malta were acquired by Catherine the Great of Russia and today are to be found in 
The Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg. 
  

BLAST FROM THE 
PAST 

   I am sure that many of you have 
heard or read about the Xagǩra 
Stone Circle or as is more 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ǊƻŎƪǘƻǊŦŦ 
/ƛǊŎƭŜΩΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŜǊŀǊȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ 
dating to the temple period and the 
only one of its kind discovered so 
far on the island of Gozo. For this 
reason we may safely refer to this 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ DƻȊƻΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ 
  
   The oldest part of this burial 
complex dates back to 4100 BC and 
it remained in use at least till 2500 
BC. It consisted of a circle of large 
megaliths on the side of the 
winding road that from the road 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ·ŀƎƚǊŀ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀ ƘŀƛǊ-pin 
ōŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘΩ!ƴǘƻƴ ŀǊŜŀΦ Lƴ ƛǘǎ 
middle there existed some form of 
stepped entrance which led 
towards a series of natural and man
-made caves and cavities in which 
the rituals of death were practiced. 

±ǳŜ ŘΩǳƴ ŜŘƛŦƛŎŜ ŀƴǘƛǉǳŜ ǎƛǘǳŜ ǇǊŜǎ ƭŀ ¢ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎ DŜŀƴǘǎΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩLǎƭŜ ŘŜ DƻȊŜ 
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rusade 
The Second      

In Gozo     

by Andrew Gatt 

Our grandparents called this spot ĳfuq it-TombaĴ on the tomb, a word originating from 
the Phoenician Catatumbae, where once stood the main medieval cemetery of Gozo.  It 
was situated behind St AugustineĴs church and convent, although, it was built much 
earlier.  At the time, it stood in a secluded area outside the fortified walls of Rabbato, 
today Victoria.   
  
From documentary evidence, it was mentioned many times that it belonged to the 
Matrice while in others, it was traditionally known as that of St AugustineĴs.  In reality, 
this was not just one cemetery but two.  The foundations of the eldest one dates back to 
the 13th century and is attributed to the French, tal-Francizi. 
  
In July 1270, the French King of Anjou, Rex Ludovic IX embarked his fleet for his second 
crusade with intentions to regain the Holy Land from Muslim 
occupation.   Accompanying him, besides princes, knights and military nobles there was 
the abbot, bishops and a number of high clergy.  In Malta Illustrata Vol.1 Notizia X, we 
find that these wanted to celebrate a ĳConcilio ProvincialeĴ on the battlefield..  While in 
Carthage, instead of the enemy, the militia faced mortal diseases.  Among the many 
infected, there was the saintly King 
and his two eldest sons, who 
eventually died.  On their return 

home in September, due to an unforeseen sea-storm, the French fleet sought 
shelter in Sicily and Gozo.  Being of Christian faith, they decided to bury the 
dead corpses on the island, probably for health reasons and to avoid further 
decomposition.  Gozitans still buried their loved ones in churches and their 
parvises.  However since these were not natives to the island and probably to 

avoid spreading of disease, it was 
decided to bury these strangers in a 
secluded quarter outside the Burgo.  
  
To pay tribute for their courage, the Angevins who were the rulers of the islands, 
embellished their tombs with massive stone slabs lapides sepulchrales engraved with 
religious and enigmatic signs.  These gothic- style symbols represent holy crosses, 
chalices, mitrals and probably noble families coat of arms.  Unfortunately, along the 
centuries, this cemetery was made bigger and restructured several times.  In the 19th 
century, by order of the bishop, most of these slabs were removed from their grave and 
used in the building of the surrounding wall of this cemeteruim magnum. 
  
Historian Agius de Soldanis narrates that by the 19th century, this cemetery was in a state 
of neglect and a place of vandalism. In May 1946, unappreciative of its inestimable 

historical value, both the ecclesiastical and state authorities took the worst decision ever to destroy this sacred burial memorial and 
erect a youth centre instead. Unfortunately today few of these tomb-slabs survived and are preserved at the Gozo archaeological 
museum, Don Bosco oratory and  St AugustineĴs Convent.  
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Our Annual General Meeting was held January24, 2014 at Santa Cecilia chapel.  
Despite the particularly bad weather, it was well attended and great interest was 
ǎƘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ о ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ If after the 
lapse of fifteen (15) minutes from the scheduled commencement time of the meeting 
no quorum is reached (50% + 1), if the number of members present for the meeting is 
of four or more and includes the President or Vice President, then these four members shall be constituted as forming a quorum and 
the meeting may be held as scheduled. The members present shall be authorised to take any decisions required on the items listed 
on the agenda of the scheduled meeting. The existing committee was also reconfirmed and a new member, Mr. Frans Attard, was 
nominated and seconded. 

  

Our first lecture of the year was an appreciation of our natural 

heritage by Joe Sultana.  It was full house again and it was a 

pleasure to see people of all ages eager to know more about our 

unique natural sites and how to safeguard them.  Turn to page 7 

for an article by Joe Sultan about Bird Hunting in Gozo 

The committee held its first meeting of the year and it welcomed Frans Attard, the new mem-
ber.  Frans will be attending, on Wirt GƚŀǿŘŜȄΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ  ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΣ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǎπ
sions etc. that take place in Malta.  All other committee positions were assigned/confirmed as follows:  

President       Mr. Franco Masini  
Vice President  & Exec. Secretary    Mr. Giovanni N. Zammit 
Treasurer       Mr. Steve Andrews 
PRO                    Dr Joe Zammit Ciantar 
Committee & Membership Sect.    Ms Betty Zammit 
Petty Cash Officer & Restoration coordinator  Mr. Andrew Gatt 
Sites coordinator      Mr. Charles Cassar 
Activities Coordinator I     Ms Rosabelle Pavia 
Activities Coordinator II     Mr Frans A. Attard 
Publications                   Ms Anita Refalo 
Newsletter editor      Ms Sandra Jackson 
Member       Mr John Cremona 
  

  
Santa Cecilia Chapel was also the venue chosen by 
several groups from various villages to hold their special 
events.   The number of these special requests is always 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ 
being utilized and appreciated by so many.  
We also had a request to open our citadel site to a group 
of MCAST (Gozo) students and their foreign counterparts 
(from Scotland, Germany and the Netherlands) who are 
working on a joint EU project regarding the conservation 
of energy and water.  The silos proved to be of particular 

interest to them. 




