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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Wirt Għawdex President
Franco Masini

It is with pleasure that I address members as I enter the third year as your Society’s
President. 2012 ended on a very good note for Wirt Għawdex. In December we were
given a Din l-Art Helwa prize for the restoration of the Santa Cecilia Medieval Chapel.
In fact we were awarded the Prix d’Honneur in the restoration and conservation
section of Din l-Art Helwa’s Architectural Heritage Competition and I was very proud to
receive the scroll in the Society’s name. It is good to note that the restoration of this
Chapel continues to draw interest as can be attested from the number of visitors and
the increasing activities that take place there. No wonder that the Prix d’Honneur was
given for “the admirable restoration and conservation – a work of the very highest
standards of restoration and conservation”. We look forward to continuing to organise
more activities in this Medieval Chapel.

I am pleased to report that we have now taken possession of Dar il-Gvernatur which is scheduled to be
converted into Wirt Għawdex head office. The rebuilt two-storey historic building has still to be finished and
furnished and in this regard we are endeavouring to secure a major sponsorship. Members will recall that this
eighteenth century building had found itself in the middle of the roadworks that have been undertaken over the
past few years at the entrance to the capital city of Gozo. It was therefore found necessary to dismantle the
building and lovingly re-erect it a few metres from its original site.Thereafter Wirt Għawdex signed a
management agreement with the Ministry for Gozo for the use of this building. We intend to convert the
ground floor room into a reception area and to feature the various sites which your Society is responsible for.
On the first floor we intend to site the Society’s office.
The only existing Gozo Boat has been restored by Wirt Għawdex with the assistance of Gozo Channel Co. Ltd.
As soon as the Zewwieqa Road in Mgarr is completed the Boat will be exhibited there to recall for posterity the
traditional maritime heritage of Gozo. Work is still going on at Mgarr and shortly we hope to complete the
project by placing the Gozo Boat prominently there.
The next project which we are in the process of undertaking is the restoration of two, or maybe three historic
niches with their respective statues. The ravages of time has taken its toll on these statues and we are seeking
professional help to restore them to their pristine condition. Recently a niche in Kercem restored through Wirt
Għawdex in collaboration with the Kercem Local Council has been unveiled and it is our intention, funds
permitting, to take on other similar projects.
Wirt Għawdex has to seek funds for major projects and this can only be done by donations and through
sponsorship. I believe that we should be cooperating with Local Councils in Gozo so that our activites would not
be confined to one area but be spread all over Gozo.
I take this opportunity to wish all our members a

Franco Masini

Happy Easter

Before The Breakwater . . .The Ferries . . . The Terminal . . .
Looking for the first time at the lithograph
being published with this article, one may find
it difficult to recognize the location in Gozo
that it depicts even more so now that the place
has been completely transformed.

This article was written by John Cremona
Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex
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The view is probably the earliest extant view
of the port of L-Imġarr in Gozo. It was
published in a book entitled Voyage en
Amérique, en Italie, en Sicile et en Egypte,
pendant les années 1816, 1817, 1818 et 1819
by Edouard de Montule in Paris in 1821. The
three volume work includes a collection of
letters by Edouard de Montulé, a Knight of the
Royal Order of the Legion d’Honneur written
during a voyage he made in America, Italy,
Sicily, Malta and Egypt.
The lithograph shows a romantic view of the
port of L-Imġarr, and although in its
interpretation the artist has made use of artistic licence, it still gives an impression of how the port looked like at the
beginning of the nineteenth century. Garzes’ or St Martin’s Tower built in 1605, to protect the Gozo channel, with
money bequeathed by Grand Master Martin Garzes dominates the scene.The tower was part of the defense plan for
Gozo recommended by the military engineer Giovanni Rinaldini from Ancona. This is one of the few extremely rare
views depicting the tower before it was demolished during the British rule of the islands. Also depicted in the lithograph
are some buildings which still stand today as well as the sole quay that existed at the time. On the left one may notice
the old road as well as an enigmatic ruin built of large stones. If one were to observe the old road which passes beneath
the chapel of Our Lady of Lourdes, one may still notice the large boulders which form the base of its retaining wall.
Mgarr today is completely different from what it was one hundred and ninety years ago.
The lithograph entitled Vue prise á l’isle de Gozzo was designed by Montulé himself and was drawn on stone by
Brocas. It is the sole view of Gozo featured in this book together with one of Malta which is printed on the same page.
To get an idea of the rarity and the difficulty of tracing such views I will take the liberty to recount my personal
experience regarding this view. I have been collecting prints of Gozo for the last twenty five years and I have known this
view ever since. I had never managed, however, to get to know where and in what book this view was published. My
many enquiries to other collectors proved futile. The problem with such single views is that they are probably included
with views of other countries in publications such as the one mentioned above where Malta, and even more so Gozo,
are not mentioned in the title.
All my attempts to trace the publication proved futile. But on researching to write this article I looked up Montule on
the Internet. A book entitled Voyage en Amérique, en Italie, en Sicile et en Egypte, pendant les années 1816, 1817, 1818
et 1819 popped up but not the name of Malta. Since the author had travelled from Sicily to Egypt I thought that he
might have stepped on Malta and Gozo. I e-mailed the seller and in a few minutes I managed to get to know what I have
been asking about for many years. To understand better the rarity of such a book, at present it is on sale for €41,000.
A limited edition print of Garzes Tower is available for sale at €25
Please click here for more information:
publications@wirtghawdex.org
A new series of photographic books highlighting our
heritage and culture are soon going to be available. There
will be a new book every season and with every 4 books
bought in a year, a fifth book will be given for free at the
end of the year. If you are interested, please consider
ordering through us as this will earn Wirt Għawdex a
donation for each book sold. Any inquiries can be made to
publications@wirtghawdex.org .
As always, thank you for your support.
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Here are some stats and other
information that were discussed
during the AGM.

You too can take an active part in Wirt Għawdex, whether it is in the
committee or as the occasional sitter, contact us on: info@wirtghawdex.org

Prestigious Award for Santa Cecilia Chapel
Wirt Għawdex have been awarded the Prix
d’Honneur in Category C for their
outstanding and significant contribution to
Maltese cultural heritage and to the
achievement of architectural excellence in
their admirable restoration and conservation
of the Church of Santa Cecilia in Gozo – a
work of the very highest standards of
restoration and conservation.

Din L-Art Helwa’s annual Heritage Awards scheme “rewards excellence in architectural projects
which contribute in a meaningful way towards the revitalisaton of our built heritage”.
For the first time, Wirt Għawdex submitted one of its restoration projects for this award. We
were encouraged to do this after the very positive feedback we got for the high standard of restoration work carried
out on the Chapel of Santa Cecilia. Our efforts were also recognized by the Awarding body and Franco Masini was
very proud to receive the award at this year’s ceremony on Wirt Għawdex’s behalf.

Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting for the year 2012 was held in February and,
for the first time, it was held in one of our own sites – Santa Cecilia Chapel.
It was very well attended and the President’s Report summarized a year of
activities, restoration and decisions on new projects. There was a keen
interest in the information and statistics given in the Administration report
and we are reproducing some of the highlights below for those who could
not make it to the meeting.
The existing committee was confirmed and two new members were
nominated and seconded: Ms. Rosabelle Pavia and Mr. Andrew Gatt. We
welcome them on the committee and their contribution towards the
achievement of our goals will be much appreciated. After a short question
and answer period the meeting was adjourned and all attendees were invited to
linger a bit over a glass of wine .

Return of our Lecture Nights.
On February 15, we started again with our free public lectures. The first one for
this year was given by Clifford Vella and entitled “The History of Windmills in the
Maltese Islands”
The second one was a combined guided/tour and lecture where attendees were
first given a guided tour of the newly opened Museum in Rabat, Il-Hagar-Heart of
Gozo by Dr. Paul P. Pisani. This was then followed by an excellent lecture entitled
“Lent & Easter Customs in Gozo”.
These lectures have become a much-awaited yearly feature and are always very
well attended. More are planned for this winter and we will keep you all advised
of our upcoming ones.

Wirt Għawdex has continued to work with Heritage Malta on its
Heritage Trails programme. We have given guided tours of our sites
and/or accompanied various groups to Heritage Malta sites such as
Oasi and Sixth Form students. We are committed to continue with
our efforts to foster the knowledge of our heritage which is part of
our Mission Statement.

Some of this year's group of SOK students
at our AGM to which they were invited

SOK Students
Every year we go to talk to the new 6th Form students to tell them about
Wirt Għawdex and how they could do the volunteering part of the Systems of
Knowledge (SOK) project with us. There is always good interest and we have
been having a larger response every year. This year has been quite a record
and we have 13 students doing their SOK with us. They will be given some
experience in a variety of skills such as site sitting, site maintenance, research
work for our newsletter etc. They will also be helped to develop soft skills
such as communication, team work, innovation and personal responsibility.
While it takes quite a bit of work to organize this work for them, we feel that
it is time well invested in the younger generation.

Our March 15 lecture/museum tour was again very
popular and, in fact, we couldn’t take everyone who
requested to attend. The museum tour was a real
eye-opener and Dr. Pisani’s lecture was captivating.
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Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of
And
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

Friday, April 12, 2013 Lecture
Dr. Mario Saliba will be
giving
a
lecture
en ti tl ed
"In fe ctious
Diseases in Early 20th
Century Gozo" at the Santa
Cecilia Chapel starting at
6:30pm.
Dr. Saliba studied at the
Gozo Lyceum and the
University of Malta graduating MD in 1982. In 1990 he
obtained a post graduate Diploma in Medical Sciences (Diving
Medicine) from the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. In 2009
he finished a Masters Degree in Family Medicine at the
University of Malta. He is an avid rambler and published a
guide book about country walks in Nadur. He is a regular
contributor in local media on various topics including Gozitan
heritage. He practices as a General Practitioner and is a
registered Specialist in Family Medicine, a Member of the
Malta College of Family Doctors and a UK Sport Diving
Medical Referee.

As part of its 30th anniversary celebrations in 2011, Wirt Għawdex wanted to contribute
in the preservation of some part of the heritage in a local community. It was decided
that, in conjunction with the Kerċem Local Council, the much needed maintenance work
on the statue of the Madonna Tal-Karmnu (Our Lady of Mount Carmel) located at St.
George’s Fief, limits of Santa Luċija would be undertaken. Wirt Għawdex financed the
cleaning and minor repairs of the niche and pedestal, and the professional restoration of
the statue which was carried out by restorer James Licari. The Kerċem Local Council
rehabilitated and enhanced the surrounding area with rubble walls, greenery, a replica of
a water fountain which used to stand nearby, and by putting up a brief history of the
niche. The finished works were officially inaugurated in March, 2013.

Gozo Channel Company Ltd renews its
support for the preservation of the last
surviving Dghajsa tal-Latini.
The Gozo Channel Co. Ltd. has financed and
been closely involved in the restoration and
conservation of this last surviving example
of our nautical heritage.
Now, Gozo Channel Co. Ltd. has chosen to
continue with its generous support by sponsoring the yearly maintenance costs of this important part of our
maritime history. During the presentation Gozo Channel Chairman, Paul Curmi, presented the sponsorship
donation to Mr Franco Masini, President of Wirt Għawdex and stated that Gozo Channel is very pleased to have
supported Wirt Għawdex throughout the restoration process and promised to continually do so. Mr Masini
thanked Gozo Channel for its continued support and encouraged other organizations to have Corporate Social
Responsibility at heart and team up with Wirt Għawdex to continue protecting the rich Gozitan culture and
history.

COMPETITION
Competition in this issue is:
In John Cremona’s article the author
describes the print of Imgarr as having
amongst other things an imposing Tower built in 1605 overlooking the Harbour. The Tower
was demolished during the British rule, but what was it called? Incidentally, Wirt Għawdex
has some beautiful prints of the Tower for sale at our sites in the Cittadella or Santa Cecilia’s
Chapel. The Winner of this competition wins a Wine Hamper which is donated by our
generous sponsor Delicata Wines, producers of the finest Wines in Malta and Gozo .
Send in your right answers by not later than April 31st 2013, to :
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org
Good Luck
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