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Welcome
to
m
o
the
third
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r
A W Edito
edition
of
Wirt
The
Għawdex’s
Newsletter for this year.
A big thank you to those
members who are writing in with
their views. Keep those emails
or letters rolling in.
You can also contribute to
this newsletter by doing a bit of
research about anything that
concerns our beautiful island and
its heritage. Or perhaps you have
captured a beautiful Gozitan
scene on film and would like to
share it with us.
Send us a picture and a small
write-up about yourself and the
picture. I know that it’s been a
scorching summer and the
landscape is bare and dry, but I’m
sure that there are other
glimpses of beauty on the island
that are just begging to be
captured by a curious eye. So go
on give it a try and send your
picture to the email address
given below.
Once again, it’s been a hectic
summer and the visitors to our
sites have been on the increase.
In fact Wirt Għawdex is looking
for more volunteers to sit at our
sites and show people around. So
if you have a few hours in the
week to spare, contact us and we
will train you how to be a sitter
for Wirt Għawdex. It is great fun

and you get to meet people who
are looking for a friendly face to
talk about our heritage. You
don’t have to worry about
languages, most of our sitters
only speak Maltese and English.
We provide a translation on paper
in 6 different languages which our
foreign visitors take with them
while they are viewing the site. If
you want more information on
how to join write to Betty, our
membership
secretary
on:
membership@wirtghawdex.org
You can read more about
memberships on page 3. Get to
know more about Alan Jones, our
Maintenance
and
Projects
Manager who features in our Star
Profile. We will keep you updated
on our next events and photos of
our members who came to our
BBQ are on page 2. Giovanni
explains What’s Keeping Us Busy
on the same page. Back page is
taken up by our competition and
winners. We hope to bring you
our cartoon in the next edition as
this issue is jam packed.
Well, get reading and writing and
we hope that you enjoy this edition
while together we do our best to
preserve our natural and historical
heritage. Until next time. . .
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If
you
k n ow
someone who would
be interested in
joining Wirt Għawdex, an application form can be
obtained from :

ENROL A FRIEND

The Membership Secretary
Wirt Għawdex
Dar il-Lunzjata,

Sandra Jackson
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org

Wied il-Lunzjata,
Rabat, VCT 1680, Għawdex

membership@wirtghawdex.org

To The Baron Group for their generous full sponsorship for the restoration work on the St.
Cecilia Chapel and also to the Rotary Club Gozo for including Wirt Għawdex as one of their
2009 beneficiaries. Funds from this sponsorship will go towards the refurbishment of the same
chapel.
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Have a look at the events Wirt Għawdex has organised which are all free of charge although people do leave a little donation
which is always welcome. These activities are also open to non-members.

8th October a talk by Charles Bezzina on Wartime Gozo 18.30 at the Ministry for Gozo—Rabat
12th November Dr Stephen Spiteri presents: In search of the Fougasses of Gozo : 18:30 at the Cittadella
21st November a talk/walk by Godwin Vella on: Three Friaries Three Peculiarities
The BBQ we held this month was a great success (you can see the pictures below) so the committee will try to organise a pasta and
pizza evening in the New Year. Anyone who is interested in helping with this and other events are to contact members of the committee on www.wirtghawdex.org or write to us on our Lunzjata address.

WIRT GĦAWDEX SUMMER BBQ
Wirt Għawdex organised a BBQ this
summer where members and their
families enjoyed a lovely meal. Of course
we all talked about what is happening on
our beautiful island. It was originally
planned to be held al fresco but
unfortunately it was a windy evening.
Even so, that did not stop us from
enjoying our get-together because the
Calypso Hotel has an indoor dining area
which was at our disposal. We are
hoping to repeat our social evening
together in the new year so watch out for
our notices that will be sent to you
through the post. Wirt Għawdex would
like to thank those who attended this
event and we hope to meet again at the
next one.

What’s been keeping us busy? Plenty!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As one can imagine, a lot of work and planning goes on by the committee in order to organize events,
plan for new projects, keep in touch with the media etc. These are some of the issue that have kept us all on our toes
over the last couple of months:
In July we organized , in conjunction with the Ministry for Gozo, the launching of Prof. Horatio C.R. Vella’s latest publication entitle “The Earliest Church Register in Gozo – 1554-1628”. This was the first time that a
new book had its launching in Gozo and the event was a success with an enthusiastic attendance that exceeded our expectations.
Alan Jones compiled an in-depth report about the derelict state of Comino. It was published on The Sunday
Times of September 19, 2010 and it has generated a lot of interest as you can read on the newspaper blog.
Our society has been involved and has tangibly supported the 12 Steps event held by the Victoria Local Council.
We made the Gunpowder Magazine and the Silos available to the organizers and they have been utilized as 2
of the steps of this activity. The Gunpowder Magazine became the home of the Pirate while the Silos was the
home of the Mermaid.
We wanted to end the summer with an activity for all the membership and their families and friends so we had a
BBQ on September 10 that was well attended.
Our society accepted an invitation by the Malta Tourism Authority to take part in World Tourism Day under the
theme “Tourism & Biodiversity”. Apart from participating at the Open Day at the Natural Museum in Mdina
on Sunday, Sept. 19th, we also held a lecture and guided walk at Ta’ Ċenċ entitled “Flora & Fauna at Ta’
Ċenċ. The lecture was delivered by Mr. Joe Sultana of Bird Life Gozo.
We are also working hard on our next new projects which we hope to announce very soon.

Giovanni
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Star P
Jones
Alan

This month’s Wirt Ghawdex Star Profile focuses on another hard working member of the
committee — Alan Jones. Our Projects Manager is very passionate about the preservation of
our island and is often seen out and about taking careful note of what Wirt Ghawdex can do
for our natural heritage not only for us to enjoy but also for generations to come. Alan also
writes in newspapers on important issues that have a negative impact on Gozo. His recent
contribution is an extensive report on Comino and its dilapidated state which was explained by
another committee member Giovanni Zammit on the Sunday Times of Malta 19/9/10.
Well done Alan!

I was born on 11 July 1940 at the beginning
of the ‘war to end all wars’, as my parents used
to tell me, I only wish it was. We lived in Kent,
England at the time and I was told that they
wheeled me down to the local church for my
christening while the Battle of Britain raged
overhead.
I was the youngest in the family with three
other siblings, I can’t remember much about
my childhood. We moved to Hampshire when I was 11
years and after waking up to the need for learning at 16,
I was accepted as an apprentice at the Royal Aircraft
Establishment where I fell in love with engineering,
planes, engines, the lot and finished my time with good
qualifications. At 24 years a friend and I decided to see
the world so got an assisted passage to Australia as £10
‘Poms’. We traveled extensively during the next three
years, including trips across the Nullabor from
Melbourne to Perth and back before it was a sealed
road. I then returned to England to complete my studies.
I married my wife, Jay, in 1968 and eventually settled
in Norfolk. We have two children and now have three
grandchildren, two in Australia and one in England. After
a one week break to Malta in 1995 I vowed that one day
we would retire to these Islands which we managed in
2000.
I have always been interested in history and national
heritage but coming to Malta/Gozo with it’s abundance
of history from pre-history through to the last world war,
one can hardly fail to fall in love with the country and
note the desperate state of much of the Country’s
historical heritage.

The period of the Knights of St. John
generated particular interest and it is well
documented, providing much absorbing
reading. We joined a heritage organization in
Malta where we spent our first six years on the
islands and became the first wardens of the
Red Tower in Mellieha, I also became deeply
involved with the restoration of Santa Maria
Tower on Comino. So when we moved across
to Gozo, four years ago, it was natural for us to seek out
the organization dedicated to protecting and preserving
the frail heritage of Gozo.
Wirt Għawdex is the only NGO on the island committed
to preserving and protecting the country’s heritage and it
soon became clear to us that the organization was in need
of help so in 2009 we joined up. Under the leadership of
the Executive Secretary, Giovanni Zammit, Jay became the
committee secretary and I took on the maintenance and
coordination of projects. We helped with the completion
and opening of Mgarr ix Xini Tower last year and the
opening of the tunnel to the Knights’ Silos at the Citadel
also last year. Our team of volunteers cleaned them out,
installed lighting and got them ready for Lejlet Lapsi. The
silos are now regularly opened by volunteers on behalf of
the organization to raise funds, by donation, for the
upkeep of Wirt Għawdex managed properties and for the
organization to take on further challenges for the
protection of Gozo’s heritage.
What I wish is that more members and citizens of
Gozo, both young and old would get involved with the
important task of protecting and preserving their heritage.

A note from our membership secretary
This year our lectures have been successful in
more ways than one. Firstly, they proved to be real
crowd-pullers and attendance at all of them was
excellent. Secondly, we got new members from
each one of them. We seem to have attracted
several students this year and this fulfills one of our
society’s objectives. They are of various ages - fifth
formers, sixth formers, University students and
even a Post Graduate. All of them have shown an
interest in doing something concrete about the
preservation of our heritage and some of them are

actually volunteering their time during the summer
holidays by manning the Gunpowder Magazine.
We also have some new adult members and a few
of them have also specifically offered to help out in
our projects. This is something that is really
needed and we thank all the helpers/volunteers for
their assistance. Whatever the reason they joined
Wirt Għawdex, we give a big welcome to all our
new members.
Betty
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Charles Bezzina

Wirt Għawdex sites are sometimes associated with the period of
when the Knights of St. John ruled over the islands however, our
organisation also looks after some WWII shelters that are situated
in the Cittadella, just before you get to the Silos. Lack of funds and
human resources has forced Wirt Ghawdex to excavate and cleanup only four shelters. It is the frustration of all Wirt Ghawdex
members to know that there is a warren of passages and shelters
underneath the Cittadella on which we cannot work to restore and
open to the public.

Look up Gozo in Wikipedia and
the only reference it makes as
regards to WWII is under the
heading Connection to Malta. It
states that during these terrible
times Gozitans had enough food
to sustain themselves and the
Maltese government used to confiscate food from the locals to
necessitate the Maltese.

Grunju Street, Nadur. 3.1.1942
Source: Charles Bezzina - Il-Qilla tal-Gwerra fuq Għawdex1940-1943
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At a glance one might think that in
WWII Gozitans had it good, they did
not suffer any hardships. They were
not on the brink of starvation. They
did not lose property or even worse loved ones.
Wirt Għawdex guest
speaker Charles Bezzina will be giving
us a talk about life in Gozo during
WWII at the Cittadella on the 6th
October.

In his book Il-Qilla tal-Gwerra fuq Għawdex 1940-1943 (The Might of War over Gozo), Charles Bezzina gives precise data of events
that happened during the War in Gozo. He confesses that although the Gozitans went through a lot of problems and suffered from
their own personal tragedies, life in Gozo during the War was not as bad as what the Maltese had to experience in these difficult
times. If you want to know more Charles Bezzina will be at the Ministry on the 6th October

The winners of our very first competition — The Cockrams - who kindly donated
the prize money of €25 back to Wirt Għawdex

Joanna Williams won a signed print of
G a r z e s T o w e r — A limit e d e dit ion of a w at e rcolour re product ion by Salv at ore Bus ut t il (1798 –
1854) t ak e n from t he orig inal
w hich hangs at t he M inist ry Hall
in
St.
Francis
Square.

This issue we’re doing something different. We want you
to name three Wirt Ghawdex sites and their location. Very
simple question not only for our members but also for all
those visitors that we get to view our beautiful sites. So
have a go and send your answers either by email to:
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org or by post not later than the
1st November 2010 to:

Wirt Għawdex
The Editor,
Dar il-Lunzjata,
Wied il-Lunzjata,
Rabat, VCT 1680
Għawdex

The winner will be drawn at random from all the correct entries
received before the closing date
and will receive a signed print of

Garzes Tower
This print is normally given
against a donation of €30
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