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The launching of the lobby group in front of
the Parliament building, Valletta

Wirt Għawdex is one of the founding members of a
new lobby group called OUR LEGACY—WIRTNA
which will strive to stop the current unbridled destruction of our built heritage and to preserve the more deserving
architectural examples for future generations. We believe that as a large group, our lobbying will have more impact and there will be more resources to keep an eye on development applications. While 22 NGO’s were originally
represented, several more have joined since the signing of the declaration.
Wirt Għawdex signing the declaration

The following is part of the speech given at the formal launching of the lobby group:
“We spend most of our lives within the built environment, be it at home, at a place of work, or whilst participating
in education, business or relaxation. The state of the built environment has a major impact on the quality of life of
all the citizens of these islands.
Rapid changes are taking place, dramatically and irreversibly transforming the distinctive architectural character,
streetscape, and skyline of our towns and villages, which have evolved harmoniously over several generations, and
which are now being severely compromised and even at risk of being lost. We are now witnessing indiscriminate
demolition of built and other cultural assets, and a general impoverishment of the quality of our urban areas.
We must stand up to this onslaught. Today, a group of 22 entities have come together to sign a declaration calling
for the preservation of our built heritage.
We chose today as it is the International Day for Monuments and Sites, and the theme for this year is “Heritage
for Generations.” The Declaration we are signing is titled: Our Legacy – Wirtna. Our fundamental message is that
how we treat our heritage is the legacy we leave for future generations.“ The full text of the declaration is on the
next pages.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ironically, as the declaration was still being signed, another example of this destruction took place in Gozo. A part of the newly
restored ditch at the Ċittadella gave way as a result of a construction project abutting the ditch. We had issued our objections and
concerns against the granting of apertures abutting the ditch and,
unfortunately, the worst of our fears came true. While the construction project has been temporarily halted, the damage to the
ditch wall is extensive and will require major restorative work.
Truly a sad event to happen specifically on the International Day
for Monuments and Sites. More on this on pages 4 and 5 inside.
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Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of and
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Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”
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Ċ I T TA D E L L A
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DITCH SAGA

The Planning Autority’s reply to
our letter was as follows:
“As you well know the provisions of
Article 80 are limited to four
elements:1) Fraud, 2) Incorrect information,
3) Error on the face of the record,
4) Public Safety
None of the above requisites have
been found in this case and the
consultations have been carried out
with all relative entities who have
provided the necessary clearances.
The application has been published
and the relative site notice has been
fixed on site. The Appeal period has
expired as the Local Council could
have presented an appeal even if
they were not a registered objector
in the process. Unless we have
proof that the wall in which the
breach is Govt owned we have no
grounds to initiate this article 80 .. “
Main points from our April
correspondance with the Victoria
Local Council:
“We also understand that the
Ċittadella ditch is devolved to the
Victoria Local Council through a
lease agreement with the Lands
Department but that neither the PA

nor the developer ever sought approval for these new apertures and therefore the Victoria Local Council never gave
its approval. However PA also supports their case by noting in the reply, that the Victoria Local Council chose not to
present an appeal......we would like to know what stand the Victoria Local Council is going to take....... Ultimately
though, legally it is the Victoria Local Council (as lessee) and the Lands Department (as lessor) who can choose to
take the necessary steps to get this anomaly reversed.” We are still waiting for Victoria Local Council’s reply.
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MATHS VENTURE

The Gozo College organized a Maths Venture in
which over 100 students were given a set of maths challenges to solve.
The lower battery at our silos site was to provide some of the solutions.
Students, overseen by several teachers, diligently worked in groups to
solve some of the problems presented to them. We were happy to open
up the site specifically for these groups as we relish seeing young citizens
being introduced to these historical sites especially in such a fun and
educational way.
The weather cooperated perfectly
and the students could do their
work on a cool but bright day.
This activity was such a success
that the College hopes to make
this an annual event. We have
promised them our assistance
should they decide to do so.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL WALK

The Junior Seminary school of Victoria organized an
educational/cultural walk and they requested the use
of the Mġarr ix-Xini tower as one of their stops. The
walk started at Mġarr ix-Xini bay from where they
walked up to and along the pathway to the Tower.
Giovanni greeted them at the Tower and gave them
an informative tour. The walk then continued along
the coast via Ras il-Ħobż, ix-Xatt l-Aħmar and ended at
Mġarr.

This year has seen a record number of schools/students visiting our sites. Just in the months of April to June ,the
Silos site alone saw the number soar to over 1,000 students. We are always glad to be involved in such activities.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
UK HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND REPRESENTATIVE VISIT

Alice Kershaw- Head of Business Process Review

Alice Kershaw, from the UK Heritage Lottery Fund visited Gozo as part of her undertaking of a Fellowship
which includes research on culture and heritage outside
the UK. She wanted to learn the different approaches to
funding for heritage restoration projects. We took her
around our sites and ongoing projects and we discussed
the various funding options available to our NGO. Her
visit also included a tour of Ġgantija temples, courtesy
of Heritage Malta (Gozo). She appreciated and enjoyed
the day tour and expressed surprise at the amount and
6 quality of work undertaken by Wirt Għawdex .

COURTESY AND WORKING VISIT
We had a visit from Mario Farrugia, CEO of Wirt Artna. Our two NGO’s have worked closely for many years
and Mario has very willingly passed on advice whenever we needed his expertise on any of our ongoing restoration projects.
Besides visiting the Santa Cecilia Chapel and our Headquarters, he was looking
forward to seeing how our restoration project at the WWII shelter complex
was coming along. Wirt Artna have already restored several WWII shelters in
Malta and he was happy to pass on advice or pointers on the subject. Again,
he offered not just advice but also artifacts, photos etc. that would help in the
staging of the shelter.
Mario invited the Wirt Għawdex committee to visit Wirt Artna’s many sites in
Malta where we can understand better their approach to the restoration of
their projects and how they deal with the many associated challenges.
Giovanni presented him with a set of our publications as a small token of
thanks.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HERITAGE MALTA GOZO TOUR
A Heritage Malta (Malta) group visited some
of our sites again as part of their annual visits
to Gozo. This year they visited the Santa Cecilia chapel to learn about the history of this
unique site followed by a visit to the Mġarr ix
-Xini tower. They then had a few hours to
enjoy the sites and sights of the Ċittadella.
Mario Casha, the organizer of these tours ,
always appreciates our willingness to open up the sites for them and to give them guided tours.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TA’ BRAXIA CEMETERY LECTURE
Profs.Conrad Thake and
Janica Buhagiar recently
delivered a most interesting lecture about the history of
this first extra-mural cemetery in Malta. The lecture
covered the religio-political issues that this alldenomination cemetery raised at the time while Janica
explained the significance of symbols on the funerary
monuments. While Din l’Art Ħelwa has already done
some restoration work, this site is in dire straits and needs
immediate attention from the authorities.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
XLENDI COASTAL TOWER RESTORATIONS

The Munxar Local Council has managed to obtain,
through ERDF funding schemes, the necessary
funding to start much-needed restoration works on
the Xlendi Tower. Wirt Għawdex has been included
as a “Partner” in the application. Our role will be to
assist and ensure that the restoration work is done
according to the Method Statement. This work is
expected to start 1Q 2019 and is expected to be
completed by 4Q 2020.
Wirt Għawdex will then share the responsibilities of
operating the site and opening it to the public.
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Gozo in Print (25)

BLA

ST
FR
PAS OM T
HE
T

What happened to The Sultan ?
The island of Gozo is renowned for its relatively peaceful way of life. If not in present times, at least
around one hundred years ago life on Gozo was very quiet indeed and rarely there would have been something out
of the ordinary to talk about.
On 6 March 1889, however, the situation turned out to be completely different. All the population of Gozo and
Malta woke up to the news that a British naval ship was stranded on the rocks on the coast of Comino and was fast
disappearing under water.
It was not a common or
frequent occurrence that
Gozo features in the International press, but not
less than two weeks after
the tragedy, the story of
the wreckage was being
given prominence in two
popular British newspapers, The Illustrated London News and The
Graphic.
One may ask “and what
about The Sultan?” The
Sultan was simply the
name of the ship built in England in 1870 and which was named after Sultan Abdulazziz the 32 nd Sultan of the Ottoman Empire who had just paid an official visit in England. A few years later, the ship was assigned in the Mediterranean and that was the reason why in the year of our story it was in Maltese waters.
But it is best to leave the narration of the story to The Graphic of 23 March 1889. ‘On March 7th, the British ironclad Sultan struck on some rocks on the south east of Comino, a small island midway between Malta and Gozo. Notwithstanding that immediate assistance was rendered, and that the whole efforts of the staff of the Mediterranean
squadron were for nearly a week unceasingly devoted to getting her safely floated, all endeavours were unsuccessful.
The weather eventually became bad, and during a heavy north-east gale on the morning of the 14th, the vessel was
forced off the rocks by a high sea, and sank’. On the same day, The Illustrated London News, dedicated a whole
page with three large drawings that show various stages of the salvage operation including a plan of the area showing the positioning of the ships that were participating in the operation. The salvage operation was coordinated and
commanded by the Commander-in-Chief of the Mediterranean Fleet who was none other than Prince Albert, Duke
of Edinburgh, the second son of Queen Victoria of Great Britain.
Both the two newspapers mentioned as well as The London Times and The New York Times published various reports regarding this incident and which continued to feature with prominence in these newspapers. They dealt
with various aspects related to the incident including the efforts to re-float the vessel and like social media today,
try to place the blame to somebody.
But it was not only the newspapers that gave mention to this incident. Long debates ensued in the British Parliament trying to assign the blame. At those times, like today, there would be individuals who try to take political advantage out of every situation and this incident was no exception. Various members asked pertinent questions with
the aim of placing Prince Albert himself in a bad light.
Other reviews in the British papers dealt with the court martial of the Captain of the vessel, Ernest Rice and on the
reasons which led to the sinking of the vessel.
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THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, MARCH 28, 1889
H.M.S. Téméraire.

H.M.S. Sultan.

H.M.S. Alexandra

THE COMINO CHANNEL, WITH THE SULTAN AGROUND

THE BŰRGER WILHELM PUMPING WATER FROM THE HOLDS OF THE SULTAN
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THE LAST OF THE “SULTAN” - THE SHIP SINKING IN THE COMINO CHANNEL, BETWEEN GOZO AND MALTA

Though the incident happened on the coast of the island of Comino and not on Gozo itself, I thought it fit to include
this article in the series of ‘Gozo in Print’ given that Comino is considered under every aspect as part of Gozo.
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MINISTRY FOR GOZO NGO’S 2018 GRANT
Wirt Għawdex had applied for a grant through the
Ministry for Gozo’a annual grant scheme to allow
us to introduce an audio-visual presentation at
our silos site. We were glad to hear we had been
approved for this funding and Giovanni signed the
agreement on behalf of Wirt Għawdex.
The short audio-visual presentation will give the
history of the site to visitors who will view it on
arrival and then can better understand the
significance of the differenct parts of the site as
they walk around it.
Besides the history, the presentation will also include information of how water was transported from various
sites all the way to the reservoirs (the silos) and we also hope to include a visual tour of the inside of the silos for
those visitors who, for various reasons, cannot go into the silos themselves.
This presentation is being filmed and narrated professionally and we will initially have two versions—one in English
and one in Maltese. We could possibly decide to add more languages later on.
This new upgrade to the silos site was felt to be necessary in order to bring the visitor experience to this site more
in line with the overall state-of-the art level of the rest of the Ċittadella.
It will also make it possible for us to open the site even when only one volunteer is available since he/she would
not need to take visitors around.
The project will be completed and operational by the end of October.

IL-BARRAKKA PROJECT

WWII SHELTER PROJECT
Work on this project is going
according to plan. The water
seepage problem has been
tackled and all electrical
work has been completed.
Work on information panels,
dressing of shelters etc. is
ongoing and the plan is to
have them opened by July.

This restoration project is still
awaiting
the
necessary
permits before work can
begin. There were some
unexpected delays and we
had to postpone the start of
the project. We now plan to
start the work in late August.
We will keep you updated.

MĠARR IX-XINI COASTAL TOWER UPGRADES
The tower had not had any upgrades done for a few years and we have now
given it a bit of a face-lift.
Large information panels have been put up inside to give visitors information
about its historical and architectural importance. Up on the roof, smaller
pictorial panels have also been installed all around the perimeter to explain
what a visitor can see from each viewpoint. These panels now give a much
richer visitor experience.
We are also in the process of installing solar panels on the very top of the
tower . These panels will provide off-grid solar power which is stored in a
battery during sunshine hours. Once it gets dark, this energy will light up the
perimeter of the tower until it runs out. Lights (down-lighting) will only be
installed to light up the outside of the tower—there will still be no lights inside.
These lights will make the tower visible from the Gozo-Malta channel and also
from various points in Gozo.
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