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Dear Members and friends,
At the end of this year I would like to say a word of thanks to you all for
your constant support for ‘Wirt Għawdex’. Without your patronage and
support our organization would not be able to achieve its aims. To this
Dr. Paul G. Pisani

effect I kindly solicit you to continue to support our organization and to

pay your membership fees which are a vital lifeline for our organization.
During this year we have carried out several projects. We have also continued our lecture
programme. We have also offered our help and advice to several Government departments
and entities regarding the preservation and management of the Gozitan antiquities, and
some members of the committee regularly sit on various other committees in
representation of Wirt Ghawdex, for this purpose. Our headquarters are being manned to
offer several services to our members and to our visitors. Santa Cecilia Chapel has also
been made available to several organizations who have requested to hold their activities
there. Several voluntees are also regularly opening to visitors the several sites we have been
entrusted to maintain. Furthermore we have continued to host several sixth-form students
who have opted to undertake their systems of knowlege project with our organization.
I will end on a personal note. This will be my last message to you as President of ‘Wirt
Ghawdex’. After my 3-year tenure, I have decided not to seek re-confirmation as I
sincerely believe that change in leadership is a very important and healthy excercise in
every organization.

I hope that my stint as your Preident has left some lasting benefit to

our organization.
It has been indeed a privilege to head this voluntary organization and to work closely
with the committee members, past and present. I am greatly indebted to them all for
theircommittment and dedication. I wish my successor well, and promise to continue to
support ‘Wirt Għawdex’ and its aand its activities.
I would like to conclude by thanking you, our members for your constant support and
wish you and your families a very Holy Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New

Year.

Paul
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Our youngest volunteer
I

went to the silos first when I was ten years old. My mum had an exhi-

bition at the Citadel and I spent most of my time there since it was at
the beginning of the summer holidays. I had explored most of the Citadel already and I was getting bored, but there was one place, right
next to the exhibition hall, that I hadn’t explored yet and it was free
admission! So I walked in and explored the place. The air raid shelters,

Presley Clark

the battery, it was pretty exciting so I went to tell my little sister. She was eight at the time
and was a bit bored too, so she came, but when we got to the silo room and went up the
stairs to go to the silos themselves, we could see a corridor but the silo was dark. I was
( and still am a bit )scared of the dark, and my sister didn’t really want to go in either,
and that’s when I met Bob Onions , the Wirt Għawdex volunteer.
He was looking after the site that day and guided us through the silos. The
lights for the silos turned out to be sensor lights, hence why it was dark in
the first silo. I found the silos amazing and Bob made them come to life
with his knowledge. I kept on visiting the place and learnt more every
time. Until one day Bob asked my mum if I wanted to come and help him
Bob Onions

at the silos. My mum let me and for the whole summer, once a week I would

help Bob at the silos. Me and Bob became great friends. We always talked about history together. I took visitors on small tours of the site. Generally it was great. Now thinking about
it, I think I liked Bob so much because he treated me like an adult and sounded genuinely interested when I spoke to him.
That summer passed by very quickly and at the end of the school year I found out that Bob
had been diagnosed with cancer and couldn’t come to the silos in the summer. I was very
sad and missed the silos a lot that summer. But Bob managed to fight on and became
well enough that during that scholastic year, we worked at the silos every Sunday, for
about a month. Then his health declined and later that year Bob died. I cried so much
that summer.
After a while, Bob’s wife Joanna asked if I wanted to become a Wirt Għawdex member,
and said she would pay for it. Now, the age limit for becoming a member was 16, but they
made an exception for me because of how enthusiastic I was and what I had done. So I
became Wirt Ghawdex’s youngest member. At first, that summer in 2016, I started working
at the silos again, but my help wasn’t needed that much, so I worked at the headquarters
with Joanna and others. It was good, but it didn’t feel like the right place for me.
Recently, the silos underwent a change in operations and Wirt Għawdex asked for volunteers to help at the site. I quickly offered by services and I now volunteer at the silos every
Sunday from 1pm - 3pm. Being a member for me is great because I feel like I am doing
something for Gozo and its history by passing on my knowledge. It is also a continuation
of Bob’s work with me, as he respected the island’s history. Even though I am a foreigner I
still feel like it’s my duty to do something to help the island’s history and to preserve it and
make sure it is not forgotten.

It’s good to be back.
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Gozo in Print (23)
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by John Cremona
Executive Committee Member

It was a place which fills a god from heaven with wonder and delight
The beauty of Gozo was immortalised in Homer’s famous epic ‘The Odyssey’, which narrates the
voyage of the hero Ulysses on his return to his homeland in Ithaca from the war in Troy. The story of
Ulysses’ seven year stay on the island of the nymph Calypso known by the name of Ogygia, has placed
Gozo, which many scholars believe to be the nymph’s island, on the world map of classical literature. I
am reproducing hereunder a short extract from the Odyssey which sings the beauty of Calypso’s cave on
the island of Ogygia.

All around her cave
trees were in bloom, alder and sweet-smelling cypress,
and poplar, too, with long-winged birds nesting there—
owls, hawks, and chattering sea crows, who spend their time
out on the water. A garden vine, fully ripe
and rich with grapes, trailed through the hollow cave.
From four fountains, close to each other in a row,
clear water flowed in various directions,
and all around soft meadows spread out in full bloom
with violets and parsley. Even a god,
who lives forever, coming there, would be amazed
to see it, and his heart would fill with pleasure.

Odyssey Bk 5
In 1699, Françoise de Salignac de la Mothe Fènelon, Archbshop of Cambray published a book entitled ‘The Adventures of Telemacus’ which is a continuation of the story of the Odyssey and recounts the
bold undertaking of Telemacus in his search for his father Ulysses. This book rekindled a lot of interest in
the quest for the identification of the places mentioned in the Odyssey particularly for the Island of Calypso which Fenelon ascribes with certainty to the island of Gozo. Homer’s description of the island fits
the characteristics of the island of Gozo more than any other island on the route of Ulysses’ voyage.
Many scholars believe that Homer really had Gozo in mind when he was writing about Ogygia.
Naturally there were other islands in Greece which vied this attribution , and not only amongst the
Greek islands but also Malta where in Mellieha there is also a cave which was known as Calypso’s cave.
The engraving I am showing with this article shows a romanticised view of Calypso’s Cave overlooking the sandy beach of Ir-Ramla l-Hamra. It is so romanticised that the artist even shows the vine that Homer mentions at the mouth
of the cave.
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This view was published for the first time as a lithograph by Luigi Mazzara in his book Temple antediluvien dit des geants dans l’Ile de Calypso aujourd’ hui Gozo pres de Malte published in Paris in 1827.
The same view but a copper engraving by G. Maina and V. Stanghi was published in 1832 by Attilio
Zuccagni Orlandini in his book Atlante Geografico dell’Italia. The same engraving was published in a much
smaller format by L.E.Audot in the book L’Italie, la Sicile, les Iles Eoliennes, L’Ille d’Elbe, La Sardigne,
Malte, L’Ille de Calypso etc. printed in Paris in 1835.
The view being shown with this article is a hand-coloured engraving of 1832 published by Zuccagni
Orlandini.
***********************************************************************

How much longer before it crumbles down?
On site sign quotes ’ The cave and part of the promontory are inaccessible to the public due to geological movement’

Wirt Għawdex appeals to the authorities not
to delay the actions required to save this important
and popular site from total collapse. It needs to be rehabilitated so
that it can again be enjoyed as part of our Gozo story.
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From the Secretary’s Diary……..
2017 has been another busy and challenging year for the society.
One of the major tasks was trying to keep up with the high number of Planning
Applications for development in potentially sensitive locations. We are usually alerted to
such applications by concerned citizens or through the network of NGO’s working together. We then
follow up with checking the details of the applications, analyzing the potential negative impact of such
applications and, when necessary, submitting our concerns at the review stage. This process was followed
in the case of a development permit that would have blocked access to historic Għar Gerduf. While the
development permit was successfully withdrawn, no action has yet been taken by the authorities to
expropriate the cave and the surrounding fields (of course with due payment to the owners) in order to
preserve and rehabilitate this site. We will keep pursuing this issue in our efforts not to see the total loss of
this part of our early history.
As had been planned, the restoration team we had with us moved on to become part of the Gozo Ministry
workforce. We are now in discussions with the new Gozo Minister to have these trained workers assigned
to more restoration projects. We have suggested some projects to the Minister which can be done in
cooperation with Wirt Għawdex and to which she has been very receptive. The first project is likely to be the
rehabilitation of the large WWII shelter complex at the citadel and if all goes as planned, we hope to have
them open to the public by mid-year. Other projects are in the pipeline and we will give you more
information as details are workedd out.
Another challenging project has been the running of the Citadel Visitors centre. We had originally taken it
on for one year in which time we were to hire the required employees, train them and set up the daily
routines and schedules. We were then asked to renew the contract for another six months to which we
agreed. Our involvement was meant to end at the end of this year but we will now renew for a maximum of
another year. This final extension will allow the present employees time to find out how they will be affected
once there is a final plan for the workforce at the citadel.
As we had mentioned before, we have lost the full time employee who was manning our citadel silos site as
he retired in mid November. Having the silos open every day was a major fund-raiser for us and we have
made a call for volunteers to man the site for a couple of hours. We thank all those who responded to our
call and we now have the site open for a few hours on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. If
anyone else is still interested in helping out, please contact us as our aim is to have it open every day again.
We will have our Annual General Meeting some time in February (details will be given closer to the date).
Again, we encourage anyone interested in becoming more closely involved to consider joining our
committee.
Apologies are also in order for the fact that only two Newsletters ae being issued this year but this again
boils down to lack of resources and the high volume of work. All volunteers would be most welcome.
We look forward to the coming year and are enthusiastic about continuing with our efforts and plans to
promote and protect our heritage through more restoration projects, lectures, student guided tours etc.
I would like to end by thanking the committee members and volunteers who gave time and effort throughout
the year and enabled the society to carry out its mandate. A heartfelt ‘thank you’ also goes to Dr. Paul G.
Pisani, outgoing President, for his leadership over the last three years and his efforts to always promote
our society.
I wish all the membership and friends a Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.

Giovanni
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For the last couple of years, we have gladly offered Santa Ceciia chapel as a venue for some of the
Festival Mediterranea events. This year two of the festival’s lectures were held there. The first was by our
President, Dr. Paul G. Pisani who gave a lecture entitled “Attilio Mori’s Description of Gozo at the turn of
the 20th Century” and the second was a lecture delivered by Dr. Mark Sagona entitled “The Renaissance
Revival: its manifestation in Malta”.
Both lectures were well attended and very much enjoyed.

*********************************************************************************

James Baldacchino delivered a lecture about a most interesting project that seeks to collect and record material about
the island’s history. The lecture was organized by Unesco
Assoc. Schools in collaboration with the National Archives of
Malta.

MEMORJA -

Oral, Sound and Visual Archive

On 22 March 2004 the then-President of Malta, His Excellency Prof. Guido de Marco inaugurated the National Memory Project at the Legal Documentation Section of the National Archives, housed at the Banca
Giuratale in Mdina. That event marked the start of an extensive and ambitious project aimed at bringing
under one roof the Maltese Islands’ national and public memory.
Late last year, the National Archives of Malta started developing the National Memory into MEMORJA, an
oral, sound and visual archive. The main objective of this project is to employ cutting edge research, methodologies, theoretical and archival approaches and techniques to collect, record, transcribe, preserve and
make available and retrievable all deposited material detailing the Islands’ history.
MEMORJA will be the national depositor of community memory, sound and oral traditions. While the Project does not exclude any recordings/records of any genre whatsoever, themes have been selected on
which to focus through oral history fieldwork. A team working specifically on MEMORJA has been set up
and fieldwork has been progressing at a steady pace by which personal photographs, documents and oral
history interviews are being included in this archive.

*********************************************************************************
For the fifth year ,the feastday of St Cecilia
was celebrated by the St. Joseph Band
Club of Ghajnsielem by
organizing a special
Mass at the St. Cecilia
chapel.
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Sir Michael Refalo College 6 Formers

As in previous years, Wirt Għawdex continued to coordinate and participate in various schools’ cultural
activities. We give guided tours on a monthly basis throughout the scholastic year.

**********************************************************************************

British Residents Association

Wirt Għawdex was invited by the British Residents Association to deliver a presentation about our society’s
activities and restoration work . Giovanni was glad to do this as it fulfills part of our mandate.

**********************************************************************************
Wirt Għawdex - New Year wishes!
In 2018 we would like to see a plan put in place for the restoration and rehabilitation of :





Ta’ Gordan lighthouse and the surrounding area to be turned into a museum and heritage park
The complete restoration of the Aquaducts on the way to Ta’ Pinu and their connection to the Santa
Lucija Għar Ilma project
Mgarr ix-Xini valley turned into a heritage park incorporating a restored pumping station
And others……..
Wirt Għawdex

(founded 1981)
__________________________________________________________
Member of : Voluntary Organizations VO/0227
Gozo NGOs Association

Address:
Dar il-Gvernatur,
Triq l-Imġarr,
Rabat VCT 9010
Għawdex,
Malta
Office:
Mobile:

21562666
79771981

Website:

www.wirtghawdex.org
E-mail:

info@wirtghawdex.org
Editor:

gwl@wirtghawdex.org

Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of and
Safeguard the
Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”
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