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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Wirt Għawdex President
Franco Masini

We are pleased to advise our members that Wirt Għawdex is in a growth mode.
As we write we have taken possession of the large wartime shelter near the
entrance to the Cittadella. This has been done as a result of a Management
Agreement which we have signed with the Ministry for Gozo. This wartime
shelter will replace the smaller one near the North-Eastern Battery at the back of
the St John’s Demi Bastion. This latter shelter has had to be closed down because
it has been ‘taken over’ by some protected species in the form of a few bats!

We are very happy however that we were given the opportunity to take on the much bigger shelter. We
are in the process of cleaning and restoring it so that in the near future it will feature as a very important
Wirt Għawdex site. It will also be an enhancement of the ambitious Cittadella project as it will feature
with other visitors sites there. We are grateful to the Minister for Gozo, the Hon. Dr Anton Refalo for
entrusting us with the site’s management. In accordance with our policy we will publish an important
book on Gozo and the Second World War. We have entrusted Charles Bezzina, a recognised authority on
the subject, to write for Wirt Għawdex a well documented publication which will complement a visit to
this new site and at the same time serve as reminder of the bleak and terrifying years of the last war.
We are also actively engaged on a start of our niches restoration project. We plan over the next two or
three years to restore all the major niches in Gozo. In this respect we are employing a knowledgeable
person on a full time basis to help out and to assist professional restorers to carry out the much needed
restoration of niches. We have been provided with funds by the Ministry for Gozo to cover the costs of
this employment for the next two years.
Works at our head office, the seventeenth century Dar il-Gvernatur are almost over and as I have already
announced all our Committee meetings are being held there. Though the premises have not been
officially inaugurated we are making full use of them. Your Committee has plans to manage other sites
and in due course we will be making announcements in this respect.
As we take over more sites we need more volunteers to man them and I therefore make a plea for more
members to come forward to help out so that we manage to keep our sites open for a longer period
particularly over the holiday season when the number of visitors increases considerably.
I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy Easter.

Franco Masini
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Gozo’s Oldest Cemetery
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I am sure that many of you have
heard or read about the Xagħra
Stone Circle or as is more
commonly known the ‘Brocktorff
Circle’. It is a funerary complex
dating to the temple period and the
only one of its kind discovered so
far on the island of Gozo. For this
reason we may safely refer to this
place as Gozo’s earliest cemetery.
The oldest part of this burial
complex dates back to 4100 BC and
it remained in use at least till 2500
BC. It consisted of a circle of large
megaliths on the side of the
winding road that from the road
leading to Xagħra turns a hair-pin
bend to the Sant’Anton area. In its
middle there existed some form of
stepped entrance which led
towards a series of natural and man
-made caves and cavities in which
the rituals of death were practiced.

Vue d’un edifice antique situe pres la Tour des Geants, dans l’Isle de Goze

The first person to describe this place in detail was Jean Pierre Louis Laurent Houel in his monumental four volume
work ‘ Voyage pittoresque des isles de Sicile, de Malte et de Lipari’ published in Paris in 1785. In this work Houel
published an engraving of a view the site as well as a plan.
Houel describes how the size of the megaliths forming the circle, the shape and its method of construction are both
interesting and impressive since the sheer size of the stone megaliths leave a lasting impact on the visitor. Houel gives
also the measurements of the two pillars flanking the entrance and says that they are eighteen feet high and six feet
by four feet thick. They are about four feet distant from each other and form the entrance to the circle.
Between the years 1820 and 1826, the Governor of Gozo John Otto Bayer together with Magistrate James Somerville
started digging in the very centre of the circle and found several remains. An accurate record of this dig is to be found
in Charles de Brocktorff’s watercolours of the site conserved at the National Library of Malta. These ruins were
destroyed a few years later by the land owner who did not manage to strike an agreement with Government on the
amount of compensation to be paid in return for the land.
For many years this site was completely lost and nobody knew its exact location. The site was finally re-discovered
through the studies and detailed observations of Joe Attard Tabone of Xagħra who re-established the exact location of
the site. Between 1987 and 1994, foreign and local archaeologists worked under scorching sun to excavate the site and
managed to retrieve and study in detail more than two hundred thousand human bones and over a tonne of pottery
together with some of the most spectacular and unique prehistoric artefacts which are now on display at the Gġantija
new Visitors’ Centre. A detailed report has been published which gives an invaluable insight into the life, rituals and
usages of the prehistoric Gozitans.
The engraving is entitled Vue d’un edifice antique situe pres la Tour des Geants, dans l’Isle de Goze and is numbered
as plate number CCXLIX. The print measures 260mm x 375mm. The original gouache of this engraving together with
others made by Houel in Gozo and Malta were acquired by Catherine the Great of Russia and today are to be found in
The Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg.
This article was written by John Cremona
Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex
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The Second

rusade In Gozo
by Andrew Gatt
Our grandparents called this spot ‘fuq it-Tomba’ on the tomb, a word originating from

the Phoenician Catatumbae, where once stood the main medieval cemetery of Gozo. It
was situated behind St Augustine’s church and convent, although, it was built much

earlier. At the time, it stood in a secluded area outside the fortified walls of Rabbato,
today Victoria.

From documentary evidence, it was mentioned many times that it belonged to the
Matrice while in others, it was traditionally known as that of St Augustine’s. In reality,
this was not just one cemetery but two. The foundations of the eldest one dates back to
the 13th century and is attributed to the French, tal-Francizi.

In July 1270, the French King of Anjou, Rex Ludovic IX embarked his fleet for his second
crusade

with

intentions

to

regain

the

Holy

Land

from

Muslim

occupation. Accompanying him, besides princes, knights and military nobles there was
the abbot, bishops and a number of high clergy. In Malta Illustrata Vol.1 Notizia X, we
find that these wanted to celebrate a ‘Concilio Provinciale’ on the battlefield.. While in
Carthage, instead of the enemy, the militia faced mortal diseases. Among the many
infected, there was the saintly King
and his two eldest sons, who
eventually died.

On their return

home in September, due to an unforeseen sea-storm, the French fleet sought
shelter in Sicily and Gozo. Being of Christian faith, they decided to bury the
dead corpses on the island, probably for health reasons and to avoid further
decomposition. Gozitans still buried their loved ones in churches and their
parvises. However since these were not natives to the island and probably to
avoid spreading of disease, it was
decided to bury these strangers in a
secluded quarter outside the Burgo.
To pay tribute for their courage, the Angevins who were the rulers of the islands,

embellished their tombs with massive stone slabs lapides sepulchrales engraved with
religious and enigmatic signs.

These gothic-style symbols represent holy crosses,

chalices, mitrals and probably noble families coat of arms. Unfortunately, along the

centuries, this cemetery was made bigger and restructured several times. In the 19th
century, by order of the bishop, most of these slabs were removed from their grave and
used in the building of the surrounding wall of this cemeteruim magnum.

Historian Agius de Soldanis narrates that by the 19 th century, this cemetery was in a state
of neglect and a place of vandalism. In May 1946, unappreciative of its inestimable
historical value, both the ecclesiastical and state authorities took the worst decision ever to destroy this sacred burial memorial and
erect a youth centre instead. Unfortunately today few of these tomb-slabs survived and are preserved at the Gozo archaeological
museum, Don Bosco oratory and St Augustine’s Convent.
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Our Annual General Meeting was held January24, 2014 at Santa Cecilia chapel.
Despite the particularly bad weather, it was well attended and great interest was
shown with regards to the society’s plans and goals. One of the outcomes was a
update to the society’s statute which changed Article 3 to read as follows: If after the
lapse of fifteen (15) minutes from the scheduled commencement time of the meeting
no quorum is reached (50% + 1), if the number of members present for the meeting is
of four or more and includes the President or Vice President, then these four members shall be constituted as forming a quorum and
the meeting may be held as scheduled. The members present shall be authorised to take any decisions required on the items listed
on the agenda of the scheduled meeting. The existing committee was also reconfirmed and a new member, Mr. Frans Attard, was
nominated and seconded.

Our first lecture of the year was an appreciation of our natural
heritage by Joe Sultana. It was full house again and it was a
pleasure to see people of all ages eager to know more about our
unique natural sites and how to safeguard them. Turn to page 7
for an article by Joe Sultan about Bird Hunting in Gozo

The committee held its first meeting of the year and it welcomed Frans Attard, the new member. Frans will be attending, on Wirt Għawdex’s behalf, relevant meetings, conferences, consultation sessions etc. that take place in Malta. All other committee positions were assigned/confirmed as follows:
President
Vice President & Exec. Secretary
Treasurer
PRO
Committee & Membership Sect.
Petty Cash Officer & Restoration coordinator
Sites coordinator
Activities Coordinator I
Activities Coordinator II
Publications
Newsletter editor
Member

Mr. Franco Masini
Mr. Giovanni N. Zammit
Mr. Steve Andrews
Dr Joe Zammit Ciantar
Ms Betty Zammit
Mr. Andrew Gatt
Mr. Charles Cassar
Ms Rosabelle Pavia
Mr Frans A. Attard
Ms Anita Refalo
Ms Sandra Jackson
Mr John Cremona

Santa Cecilia Chapel was also the venue chosen by
several groups from various villages to hold their special
events. The number of these special requests is always
increasing and it’s satisfying to see the restored chapel
being utilized and appreciated by so many.
We also had a request to open our citadel site to a group
of MCAST (Gozo) students and their foreign counterparts
(from Scotland, Germany and the Netherlands) who are
working on a joint EU project regarding the conservation
of energy and water. The silos proved to be of particular
interest to them.
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February also saw the re-commencement of the monthly historical tours with Oasi (in conjunction with Heritage Malta). Each
group is given a tour and historical explanation of Santa Cecilia
Chapel and the Mġarr ix-Xini Tower.

Our sites are becoming increasingly popular for group visits. We had 8 special requests
during March to open up our sites for groups varying from tour operators, community
groups from various towns and villages in Malta and student groups such as a group of young Plymouth
University students and another group from the University of Malta. Here we would again like to invite
anyone who would be interested in volunteering just a couple of hours a week to open one of our sites –
even on a per-need basis. This would help us ensure that we accommodate every special request we get.

New Headquarters - Dar il-Gvernatur
The inside pointing work has been completed and the area cleaned up
thanks to the restoration unit’s work. Basic electrical work has also been
done and we hope to have the site operating as our office/HQ by summer.
In the meantime, we have been using the upstairs room as our committee
meeting venue since last year and we’ll continue to furnish the site to
better accommodate our needs.

We have had several cordial meetings with the Hon.
Dr. Anton Refalo, Minister for Gozo and he is very eager to help our society carry out its valuable work. As
part of this cooperation, the large war shelters beneath the citadel have been assigned to us for restoration under a new Management Agreement that was
signed a few weeks ago. This will be a new challenge
and plans for the site are already being discussed.
As further assistance from the Ministry, we have also
been assigned a restorer to work with us full-time and
who will be starting in April/14. Besides the required work on the war shelters, this will also allow us
to get started on our plans to restore several of Gozo’s niches, VR markers etc.

You too can take an active part in Wirt Għawdex, whether it is in the
committee or as the occasional sitter, contact us on: info@wirtghawdex.org
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As many of you might have read, Natura 2000 has prepared management
reports on those sites identified as Natura 2000 sites. In Gozo they are
Ramla, L-Inħawi ta’ Għajn Barrani, Il-Qortin tal-Maġun, Il-Qortin il-Kbir,
Comino and Ic-Cittadella. While we fully agreed with the plans for these
nature sites, we had several concerns about the plans for the Citadel since
we consider this site to be different from the others. We forwarded our
concerns (see below) and also met Natura 2000 representatives at their
drop-in session at the Gozo Ministry. They have assured us that they
understand our concerns and that our feedback will be considered as the
final reports are drawn up. We will now wait to see whether the final
versions will remove these concerns.
“On behalf of Wirt Għawdex and with reference to your proposals for a management plan for the Citadel in
Gozo, these are comments and feedback as expressed by committee members of our organization:
While the protection of the existing bat colony is commendable and desirable, a balance has to be found between
the protection of fauna and the possibility of the further enhancements to the citadel to make it more appealing as
a tourist attraction.
The citadel’s purpose has always been for human use and it must remain so. In fact, there are several ongoing
plans to restore the site and introduce new attractions and events in an effort to make it a year-round attraction
both for locals and for visitors.
The existing bat colony could indeed be an added attraction and would add an environmental dimension to the
site. However, plans to encourage further colonies to settle there and the proposed plans to protect them, such as
the limiting of lights and sounds/noise in order not to disturb them would jar with the plans to hold more
activities and events to attract more visitors.
Plans to close off the parts of the citadel where the bats are and the possibility of stopping events etc. are of
particular concern.
Such protective plans also beg the question of how these limits would be put in place. Would it make it
impossible to light up the bastions as such historical attractions usually are? Would it limit bell-ringing should
bats settle in the Cathedral belfry? Would it eliminate feast fireworks in order to reduce loud noises?
Also, as an NGO, we manage two large sites within the citadel. Plans to eliminate gates or allow only gates that
allow the bats to enter are also of concern to us. Experience has taught us that gates are required for security
reasons and to discourage vandalism. These gates also have to be cat proof (they need mesh over them) otherwise
the sites will become very unpleasant to visit because of the unbearable smell of cat urine. The existing bat colony
is in one of these sites and we have postponed any development of that part of the site in order not to disturb them.
However, should they be encouraged to start colonizing more of the site, there is the possibility that the whole site
will have to be abandoned and left to the bats. This would mean that a decade of work, effort and resources to
restore the sites and open them for visitors will all go down the drain. We obviously would find such plans to be
unacceptable.
As a recap, while we appreciate efforts to protect local flora and fauna, it is to be kept in mind that the citadel is
a structure meant for human activity and any environmental plans need to be structured around this premise.
This is not a wild, natural site where flora and fauna should take priority, but an environment specifically built
for human habitation along with the associated social and commercial activity. That must remain its focus.”
What is Natura 2000 ?
Natura 2000 is the centrepiece of EU nature & biodiversity policy. It is an EU wide network of nature protection areas established
under the 1992 Habitats Directive. The aim of the network is to assure the long-term survival of Europe's most valuable and
threatened species and habitats. It is comprised of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated by Member States under the
Habitats Directive, and also incorporates Special Protection Areas (SPAs) which they designate under the 1979 Birds Directive.
Natura 2000 is not a system of strict nature reserves where all human activities are excluded. Whereas the network will certainly
include nature reserves most of the land is likely to continue to be privately owned and the emphasis will be on ensuring that future
management is sustainable, both ecologically and economically. The establishment of this network of protected areas also fulfils a
Community obligation under the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. Natura 2000 applies to Birds Sites and to Habitats Sites,
which are divided into bio-geographical regions. It also applies to the marine environment.
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Here’s an article by Joe Sultana of Birdlife Malta who will
keep us adjourned with the hunting situation on our
island. Joe gave us the first lecture of this year at Santa
Cecilia Chapel. You can see a photo of Joe on page 4.

The popularity of birds in Gozo, as elsewhere in Malta, must have originated from the wonderful
phenomenon of bird migration. In the early years the annual seasonal migration of birds, at times occurring
in large influxes, must have captivated the people living on these islands who realized that migrant birds
could provide them with a source of food. They were hard times then, and by time widespread killing and
trapping of birds by all classes of Maltese society became the order of the day.
As the years rolled by, affluence changed what was once providing a meagre source of food into a
recreational pursuit; shooting birds for fun. Over the past century, bird shooting has depleted the list of
Malta’s breeding birds by several species. The last Western Jackdaw in the country was shot in 1956 at Dabrani in
Gozo, while the last known breeding pair of Barn Owls was decimated at Wied Ħanżira, limits of Xewkija. In recent
years, one or two pairs of Common Kestrels and Peregrine Falcons have managed to breed but they are continually
harassed by illegal hunting.
There are of course bird protection and hunting regulations. In 2004, on becoming a member of the
European Union, Malta was obliged to adopt the 1979 EU Birds Directive. In 2006 comprehensive regulations,
entitled Conservation of Wild Birds Regulations (Legal Notice 79/2006) brought Malta’s bird protection
regulations in line with the Birds Directive. Hunting is presently allowed in autumn until the end of January
on 33 species. Turtle Dove, Common Quail, Woodcock, European Golden Plover, several species of ducks, five
thrushes (particularly Song Thrush) and Sky Lark are amongst those which can be hunted. All the rest of the species,
such as herons and birds of prey, are protected legally all year round.
Legislation for bird protection and law enforcement has improved since Malta joined the European Union,
but in spite of this, illegal bird hunting is still rife. One of the main reasons of illegal bird shooting is to supply
specimens for the numerous private Victorian-style stuffed and mounted bird collections.
After joining the EU spring hunting continued to be allowed and in 2007 the European Commission
ultimately sent Malta a final written warning, what is known as a “Reasoned Opinion”, regarding the spring
hunting of wild birds. For the next two years (2008-2009) the shooting season in spring remained closed as a
result of an interim order by the European Court of Justice. In the absence of thousands of hunters, this was the
first time ever that the Gozitan countryside was brimming with free flying migrant birds. However this was shortlived as a limited open season in spring has been allowed since 2010 on Turtle Doves and Quails to the detriment of
birdlife.
The spring hunting season this year is between April 12 and 30, both days included. The national hunting
bag limit has been established at 11,000 turtle doves and 5,000 quails under certain rules and regulations. The
trapping of these two species will still be prohibited and all the rest of the species of birds are protected, even
those which can be hunted in autumn.
Unfortunately, we learned through bitter experience, that illegal hunting is still prevalent and several
protected birds are unfortunately also shot. The enforcement of regulations still leaves much to be desired
although the police will always act when a report of illegal hunting is submitted.
If anyone witnesses any hunting illegalities, such as shooting at protected species (hunting in spring is only
allowed on Turtle Doves and Quails – see photos of these birds); shooting within 200 metres from the edge of a
housing area; or carrying a gun when shooting is not allowed, one should phone the Police in Victoria on 21 562 040
and explain to the police where the illegality is occurring. One should always avoid confronting the illegal hunter.
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COMPETITION
Well we have a winner for last issue’s entry
to the competition—Mr. Eric George
Richardson and this is what he wrote:
To
All
members
of
the
Wirt
Għawdex
newsletter,
Firstly I wish to congratulate you for the very interesting newsletter
you publish every 3 months. I am a retired foreigner residing in Malta
and I am fascinated by the beautiful island of Gozo which I visit very
regularly. A friend of mine introduced me to your newsletter.
I wish to participate in the competition. The answer is ' the full name
of the person who petitioned Grand Master Pinto for the fort to be
built is Baliff Jacques Francoise de Chambray. Keep up the good work.
T h a n k s
a n d
k i n d
r e g a r d s
Eric George Richardson
We wrote to Mr. Richardson to tell him that he’s the winner but he
has not been in contact to claim his prize and of course show a picture
of the presentation. Therefore we appeal for Mr. Richardson to make
contact please or perhaps our friend who introduced him to Wirt
Għawdex to let him know that we’re looking for him! - Thank You

Competition in this issue is:
In John Cremona’s article the author describes
the magnificent Xgħara Circle as a funerary
complex dating to the temple period. We want to
know who described this monument in great
detail in one of his celebrated works Voyage
Pittoresque des Isles de Sicile, de Malte et de
Lipari published in Paris in 1785?
Send in your right answers by not later than
M a y
1 0 t h
2 0 1 4 ,
t o
:
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org
The first correct entry will win a hamper of wines
and other goodies. We are also adding a whole
year of free membership to Wirt Għawdex for one
Adult.

Good Luck

In our previous Newsletter issue we introduced a campaign wherein members and friends could
sponsor one of the 60 chairs bought for use at Santa Cecilia chapel. This would save
us the rental charges for chairs required for every lecture and activity at the chapel.
We are glad to report that as of the end of March, we have 54 sponsored chairs. We
thank all the sponsors for their generous response and invite anyone who’s still
interested in sponsoring one of the remaining 6 chairs to contact us. All the plaques
with the sponsors’ details are being attached to the chairs and all should be in place
in time for our next lecture.
Which brings me to the details of our next lecture planned for May

Friday May 30/14 – “The Friaries in Victoria and their Churches
– Historic and Artistic Gems by Paul Cassar
The lecture will be held at the Santa Cecilia Chapel and reminders with details will be
sent out closer to the date. As usual, we will recommend reservation of seats.
Systems of Knowledge Students
As a result of the yearly presentations we make to 6 th formers, we have
attracted a new group of students to do the volunteering portion of their
project with us. It’s a group of 6 enthusiastic female students and they have
already participated at a few activities. We welcome them and look forward
to working with them throughout the year.

Wirt Għawdex (founded 1981)
Member of :
- Voluntary Organazations VO/0227
- Gozo NGOs’ Association
Address:

A big Thank You to
Marvic Refalo who helped in the design of the
Wirt Għawdex
Desk Calendar 2014

Dar il-Gvernatur
Triq L-Imġarr
Rabat VCT 9010.
Għawdex, Malta
Website: www.wirtghawdex.org
E-mail: info@wirtghawdex.org
Mobile: 79771981
Editor:

Ms. Sandra Jackson
gwl@wirtghawdex.org
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Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of
And
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

