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The word for Għawdex in Punic inscription

Wirt Għawdex N E W S L E T T E R

No 3/13

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we approach the Autumn season Wirt Għawdex is preparing an
interesting cultural programme. The lectures which have been part
and parcel of our activities will continue to feature in our activities
and once finalized, details will be circulated to our members and
publicly announced through our usual channels (Newsletter, emails,
local papers etc.). Other activities are also being planned.
Wirt Għawdex President
Franco Masini

In the meantime our members would be pleased to note that we have
started activities in our new headquarters, Dar il-Gvernatur of which the
front wall happens to be the background to this page. We still need to see
to basic needs such as electricity and water supply and finishing works.
This notwithstanding we have already held two Committee meetings there one of which dealt with the feedback which we have been invited to tender to MEPA in connection with the proposed revision in the Gozo
Local Plans. We are determined to bring to an end the works still to be carried out in our headquarters to
make it adequately suitable for our meetings. We also propose to convert the reception room at ground
floor level to promote the sites we look after and to serve as an information site for tourists visiting Gozo.

Coming back to our MEPA proposals, we have, after a thorough discussion, finalised a document
with all the desiderata for protecting our environment whilst leaving room for sustainable
development. We firmly believe that we should vigorously promote an environmentally sound
policy for Gozo and Comino. In fact we believe that it is not just the island of Gozo that needs to be
afforded environmental protection but also the island of Comino and importantly the sea around
these two islands. This also takes into consideration plans regarding inter-island transport.
Our Members would be pleased to note that we have carried out a preliminary study of the state of
most of the niches all over Gozo. We have commissioned a technical study of a possible restoration
programme for each of the many niches that are spread all over Gozo. It is very interesting to note
that most of these niches are historic ones and unfortunately most of them require urgent
attention. We are hoping to conclude an agreement with the Government leading to finalising plans
for this important restoration programme.
Finally I would like to make a further appeal for our members to come forward and offer their help
as volunteers so that we would be in a position to take on other responsibilities in line with our
Mission Statement.

Franco Masini
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The Steel Engraving is entitled Ile du GozoVue de Chateau et du Faubourg measuring 120mm x 192mm

The steel engraving that is featured with this short article was published in the book L’Italie Pittoresque
printed in Paris in 1836 and shows an idyllic view of Rabat and Cittadella in the first half of the nineteenth
century. It is one of the few engravings of Gozo which depict Rabat or the Cittadella.
We do not know the name of the artist who made the drawing or the engraving. Some attribute it to a
member of the Busuttil family of artists, probably Salvatore, both because of stylistic considerations as well
as because the scene is taken from the area where the Bishop’s Conservatory School stands today and
shows also the street where the Busuttil’s had their residence behind the Church and convent of St Francis.
The building with the flag on top is probably the Victoria Hospital which today is the premises of the
Ministry for Gozo.
There are many features which catch the attention of the viewer namely, the lower part of Republic Street
and the Capuchins Convent area devoid of any buildings, the Cittadella without any buildings surrounding
its flanks and the parish Church of St George with a flat dome since the upper part of the dome was
dismantled after suffering structural damage in the earthquake of 1693 and was rebuilt only during the first
decades of the twentieth century. Towards the lower end of Republic Street one may notice the stone
plinths used as markers for the horse and donkey races for the feast of Santa Maria.

An interesting detail about this engraving is the fact that Gozo and Malta are included in the book as
islands of Italy. Though at the time Malta and Gozo were under British rule, there was a strong movement
both in Malta and in Italy in favour of Malta and Gozo being part of Italy. In fact one can find other
engravings depicting scenes of Malta and Gozo which are described as forming part of Sicily. This
movement was very active for many years. In an article written by Attilio Mori in ‘Le Vie d’Italia’ published
in the 1930’s, the author describes Gozo as being ‘this extreme part dismembered from the common home
country’.

This article was written by John Cremona
Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex
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Here’s a glimpse of the
Committee at work in one of
our meetings. As you can
probably make out we were in
the room upstairs at our very
own headquarters—Dar IlGvernatur. It is still very bare
but as our President was saying at the time, we
have finally got installed the electricity and water.
Perhaps in the future we might also be able to
find sponsors for some office furniture. If you
think you can help please write to our secretary
on info@wirtghawdex.org Other ways of how
you can make contact are given below.
Every now and then Wirt Għawdex gets invited to give an opinion as stakeholders about planning revisions
of our island like the campaign headed by Natura 2000 who also has invited us to attend their seminars and
workshops regarding Local Plans of Gozo & Comino. We are now in the process of putting together similar
feedback with regards to MEPA's proposals for changes to the ODZ building guidelines, hotel heights and
fireworks factories. You can read more about this on page 6. Providing feedback to different entities is one
of the things that keeps the committee busy since, often, they require extra meetings for discussion.

1st lecture of the 2013/2014 season is scheduled for
Friday, Nov. 1. It will be delivered by Dr. Michael Refalo
and is entitled:
"Ascent & Descent: Nobility Vs the Others in the late 19th
Century". We will be sending out a reminder and more
details closer to the date.
November 8/13 - Santa Cecilia Chapel will be the venue for
a poetry reading event by author Immanuel Mifsud,
winner of the EU Prize for Literature 2012. Watch out for
details in local publications and other media closer to the
date.

Wirt Għawdex (founded 1981)
Wirt Għawdex (founded 1981)
Member of :
- Voluntary Organazations VO/0227
- Gozo NGOs’ Association
Address:

Dar il-Gvernatur
Triq L-Imġarr
Rabat VCT 9010.
Għawdex, Malta
Website: www.wirtghawdex.org
E-mail: info@wirtghawdex.org
Mobile: 79771981
Editor:

Ms. Sandra Jackson
gwl@wirtghawdex.org

Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of
And
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

This summer we played host
to a number of visitors
most of all children. On
your right you can see
Guido one of our elderly sitters at the
Cittadella with the Ħaż-Żebbug Scouts.
Scout Leader Joseph Muscat in white Tshirt is watching over all the children
who asked all sorts of clever questions.
On your left we thought we would put
the scouts through their paces in the
Silos and scare them a bit but it did not
deter them any and they took it all in
their stride.
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Remember our BBQ way back in August at Mġarr Ix-Xini Tower?

Even though the wind picked up a bit our
visitors thoroughly enjoyed the evening. We asked two
of our sixth form students Pascoe Grima and Christian Grech to interview
our man at the Tower, Graeme Willatt who volunteers for Wirt Għawdex and shows our
visitors around this isolated but magnificent site. This is what Graeme had to say:

I am interested in Gozo and its heritage, having been
visiting Gozo since 1969. When I came to live here in
February 2012, and as I have retired early (I think), I was
looking for something to do with my spare time. I also
believe in trying to contribute, even if only in a small way, to
the society in which I am living. Before coming to Malta, I
had spent six and a half years in Ghana, West Africa, as a
volunteer English teacher, and then three years setting up a
small development project in Burkina Faso, so volunteering
is nothing new to me.
There are two heritage organisations which operate on
Gozo, and I was lucky enough to contact Wirt Għawdex.
Although I live nearer the tower at Dwerja, managed by the
other heritage organisation, my first contact with Wirt
Għawdex was at Lejlet Lapsi at the silos. During my visit, I
picked up the membership application form and then filled it
in. I arranged to meet Giovanni and Betty at the Chapel and
was shown round. Then Giovanni and I walked down to the
tower. I think I started work at the tower the following
Saturday. Initially I worked only at the tower, and then
earlier this year I started at the silos as well.
I work at the tower of Mġarr ix-Xini on Saturdays, usually
about two or three times a month, and on Wednesdays at
the silos, again, on average, about two or three days a
month. Originally I was asked to open the tower only during
the summer months, but, with a colleague, it was kept open
over the winter, often getting more visitors, especially in
spring and autumn, as that is better walking weather.
Incidentally, the other member who I worked with at the
tower has just left Gozo to work in Europe, so there is a
vacancy for anybody who has some spare time and is able to
walk to Wirt Għawdex’s least accessible site.
Whilst at either of the sites, the job entails opening it to
visitors, providing them with information and maybe also
doing some cleaning and basic maintenance, particularly at
the tower, as my colleague and I are the only people to
volunteer there. I also report any serious issues to Giovanni,
who will then arrange to send an appropriate workman. The
most recent was the selection of the tower by a pair of
pigeons as their nesting site. As soon as one hole was
blocked up, the pigeons found another. Eventually workmen
covered all the holes with wire netting and the problem was
solved.
At the tower I do about three hours. I walk down from the
bus stop near Santa Cecilia Chapel and arrive just before
10.00 and stay until 1.00. At the silos I work from about
11.30 to 2.30, the arrival time depending on how the bus
service has been affected by congestion on the roads. I
may leave later if visitors arrive when I am ready to close,
so on the Wednesday before this interview, I stayed
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until 3.10. In total, I do about six hours a week
Wherever I have travelled in the world I have visited
historical sites but Gozo has so much heritage. I am more
interested in the historical aspect and it is the quantity, the
historical range and the quality of the historical sites in
such a small area that helps to make it so accessible and so
interesting. My favourite site is the Punic temple on
Wardija Point. The artefacts at the site are minimal but the
views are superb and it is easy to recognise why the site
was chosen when looking north towards Dwerja or looking
west out to sea and the setting sun.
Wirt Għawdex is an effective organisation which is helping
to preserve parts of Gozo’s heritage. Just within Gozo there
is so much that needs protection and preservation that
central government, the Gozo ministry and local councils
cannot do it all. As a result there is scope for other
organisations to get involved and the sort of partnership
that Wirt Għawdex has developed with government is a
good way of doing that.
I have plenty of spare time, no work or family
commitments and volunteer for the hours already
discussed. Any support is better than none.
Feedback from visitors is always positive. Not all remarks
are written in the book, so both verbal and written
comments are beneficial. Even some of the suggestions
which are made, such as more signs to help visitors to find
the tower, are helpful because they help Wirt Għawdex
improve.
Not all Gozitans are the same. There are some who are
very aware of their heritage and other less so.
Organisations such as Wirt Għawdex have a role to play in
increasing the proportion who do.
A small NGO is never going to have a high profile. However
I think that with the sites under management, the evening
lectures, the special events and tours and the interaction
with schools there is enough to keep the name of Wirt
Għawdex in the public domain.
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Apart from working towards opening our historical sites, safeguard the environment and archaeological heritage, we at Wirt Għawdex also try to
encourage all those who have an historical interest to write in our newsletter. We would like to introduce another history enthusiast — Andrew Gatt
who is going to tell us about the Medieval Chapel of St. Mark. Andrew Gatt was born and raised in Rabat and Marsalforn. Always had a an interest in
antiquity, arts especially old paintings, architecture and history. He studied Maltese and European history until recently became aware how unknown the
history of Gozo is, it is very little mentioned at school. Having appreciated the hard work carried out by Wirt Għawdex, felt obliged to contribute as a
member and now forms part of the NGO's committee. His aim is to see more abandoned and vandalised historical state buildings restored, conserved
and re-used, like for example the medieval citadel. Also, more educated citizens who can appreciate their own old dwellings the urban/rural
environment and hopes to see Wirt Għawdex gain more popularity, given more responsibility and entrusted with the Gozitan
heritage.

Recently I have read with great pleasure the book entitled Il Gozo
Antico e Moderno, Sacro e Profano written by the historian Canon
Gian Piet Agius de Soldanis in the 18th century. Part 2 of this
facsimile of the manuscript gives a detailed description of the
island of Gozo in the late medieval times.
While reading the book, I came across a list of Chapels scattered
all over the Gozitan countryside and this aroused the great interest
that I have in Gozitan Chapels. Most of these Chapels were built
by the nobility as a status symbol who possessed ample land to be
able to do this. Eventually on their death bed these lands and
justpatronat Chapels were bequeathed to the Church in order to
celebrate mass for the departed souls. Usually these small Chapels
were entrusted to the farmers who worked the nearby fields to
earn their living. The revenue gabelle of these adjoining fields was
to maintain and restore the Chapel and to elebrate mass on the
feast day of the dedicated saint.
After the catastrophe of 1551 when the whole population of Gozo
was captured by invading some pirates and Ottoman Turks and
taken into slavery , Gozo remained vacant for years as many
feared similar cursory attacks. Due to these tragic events even the
Castro (Citadel) and Rabato the only habitat of the island were

contrada of St James Parish Church. St
Mark Chapel is first mentioned in 1545
when the Church tribunal sent a
notification to the monks inquiring how they were still in
possession of St Mark Chapel, now that they have their own
Chapel for the past 10 years. On the other hand, Alexander
Bonnici ofm, in his book ‘San Frangisk’ argues that the monks
possessed only one Chapel. It was built by them and later renamed after St Francis.
While scrutinizing the 1615 bishop’s Pastoral Visits at the Gozo
Curia, I have come across another Chapel which has triggered my
attention. This is Ecclesia Sancti Matthei (St Matthew) and is
described to be situated in the confines of the Conventus S
Francisci . Although the origin of this Chapel is still mysterious, the
first connotation is the most probable. This cliff-edge Chapel is
typically small in size. Its façade, of which the upper part is visible
from the piazza, is still intact. It consists of the front door and a
small shell-carved niche above. It has a pilaster on its lateral sides,
which support a triangular stone structure holding a decorative
stone cross. Standing on its side pilasters, one can still view one of
its two finials. Like most of the Chapels of the time, on its parvis, it
had a common tomb for burial rituals.

Along the centuries, after the Church of St.Francis was enlarged in
1890 to the present building, for some unknown reason a room
was constructed in front, and on the parvis, of this Chapel. On the
inside of this room one can still see the lateral decorative design of
the big Church, which means that once this architecture was in the
open air and not designed to be enclosed in a lateral room. The
interior of this Chapel is rather simple, reflecting the poverty of
the time. At present the main alter is set to the right side of the
main door, which is rather abnormal. However it
Two different views of Kappella San Mark could be that the internal structure was altered when
The cross is ringed in the picture below
the monks were to construct another internal Chapel
dedicated to
abandoned. Decades were to pass for the community to resume.
Our Lady of
As documented in the Pietro Dusina Apostolic Visit of 1575 the
Sorrows and
countryside Chapels were in such a bad state caret porta lignea
St
Isidore.
(without wooden door) that the Bishop had no option but to
On
the
deconsecrate and them unfit for worship. By the 17th century
murals of St
most of these Chapels were penitus dirute (in ruins) or used for
Mark Chapel
storage by the farmers. A case in point is the Chapel of St. Cecelia
s e v e r a l
which has been lovingly restored by Wirt Ghwdex. One of these
graffiti were
Chapels that survives to this very day is the Chapel adjoining the
recently
conventual Church of St. Francis in Rabat. It is presumed to be
discovered.
dedicated to St Mark, Ecclesia Sancti Marci. Most of us have
This Chapel
passed-by a thousand times and still it remains unnoticed.
is of an
inestimable
Today, its building forms part of St Francis complex but in
value
and
medieval times, this chapel must have stood alone in the
forms
part
of
Gozo’s
limited
medival
heritage.
I
believe
that
it
open countryside. It was situated ‘fouri le mura’, outside the
should
be
more
appreciated
and
preserved
by
its
caretakers.
burgo fortress walls. Agius de Soldanis narrates that the first

Franciscan monks who arrived in Gozo, lived in the caves
which are below the present convent. They made use of this
Chapel for their religious rituals, until they built their own
convent and Church. This Chapel used to fall under the

I dream of the day that the front room will be dismantled and
transformed again to the parvis St Mark Chapel. It will also be
esthetically attractive in the lovely square adjoining the large
baroque Church.
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COMPETITION
Competition in this issue is:
In John Cremona’s article which part of our beautiful island is shown in the
engraving of this issue of the newsletter. The fist correct answer picked out of
a hat wins a Wine and other goodies Hamper.
Send in your right answers not later than November 15 th to:
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org
Good Luck

OUR FEEDBACK TO MEPA
Wirt Għawdex is mostly involved in the preservation of the historical and environmental
legacy of the islands of Gozo and Comino. We therefore primarily refer to land and maritime
locations of these two islands in our comments/feedback below. Wirt Għawdex welcomes this consultation process and
augers that this will be an opportunity for all relevant authorities to utilize the feedback collected from stakeholders to
formulate a holistic plan for the islands of Gozo and Comino and avoid the past pitfalls of piecemeal decision making
which has cost us so dearly in lost heritage and degradation of our urban, rural, coastal and maritime environments.
These are our recommendations/suggestions:
Retain and give prominence to the Eco Gozo concept which ought to be used as an important guideline when establishing
strategic plans Proposals for the creation of permanent air and sea links between the islands are to be considered in the
light of Gozo as an eco island and a balance sought between the preservation of the natural and aesthetic beauty of the
island and the social and economic growth of the island. However, in the meantime, no more time should be lost to start
improving the existing connections, specifically the better service/schedules of the existing ferry service. One option is to
add another service of faster boats going to Valletta, at least during those times that Gozitans travel for work, to reduce
waiting and travelling time to those who have to cross over every day. The existing ferries can still be enjoyed by visitors
and also those who are not in a rush to make the crossing. Wirt Għawdex has already stated its opionion on large projects
such as that for Hondoq ir-Rummien and Ta` Cenc in correspondence to MEPA. Our position as stated there still stands.
New commercial maritime projects should not be approved to the detriment of existing swimming beaches and should be
limited to enlarging existing port facilities. Avoid ribbon development – keep villages separate as this is one of the
distinguishing features of the Gozitan landscape. Keep/establish buffer zones around heritage sites (e.g. development
restrictions in buffer zone surrounding Ggantija). Gozo and Comino beaches should be developed to a Blue Flag status and
should include the management of on-site catering establishments. Strategic plan for total traffic management on Gozo
particularly in the area of the Rabat bus terminus including a realistic plan for a ring road round Rabat to re-route heavy
vehicular traffic away from town centre. This would allow pedestrianization of parts of the town centre – at least for
specific hours each day. Traffic access to Cittadella should be restricted to Church services, residents/business owners
with the resumption of the bus shuttle service for the general public , possibly by electric vehicles. Strategic plans to clean
up and beautify the islands to include: The establishment of Open Storage for the parking of heavy equipment/heavy
vehicles and boats to take them away from residential areas. The establishment of an SME business park for industrial
activity such as car mechanics, loud industrial machines etc. Proper management for the removal of scrapped heavy
machinery etc. and removal from countryside. Revision of plans for vacant properties including clear guidelines for
dealing with the many dilapidated, empty, unfinished properties which are a blight on urban & rural landscapes. Plan for
the rehabilitation of unused quarries. Strategic plans for year-round maintenance of valleys, rubble walls, street
vegetation, trees etc.
Other general suggestions that could improve the standard of living for those living on the island include:
Effective plan for noise reduction
Plan for systematic reduction of carbon emissions
When reconstructing new roads, bicycle lanes should be considered wherever possible.
General pavements should be kept safe for pedestrians and those with special needs.
As a stakeholder, Wirt Għawdex is glad to have been given this opportunity to highlight its concerns and looks forward to
new Local Plans for Gozo and Comino that respect their uniqueness yet allow them to provide a high standard of living for
their inhabitants.
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