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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
It is with a touch of pride that I address this message at a time
where we have taken the first symbolic step to move our new
headquarters. In fact our new postal address is in fact Dar ilGvernatur. In spite of this we are still some time away from actually
moving lock, stock and barrel. Caught up in the tangle of bureaucracy
we are still grappling with the obstacles standing in our way. Still we
are confident that things will become clearer soon and we will take full
possession of the site in the not too distant future.
Since addressing you some months ago there has been a change in Government and we have already paid
our respects to the new Minister for Gozo, the Hon. Dr Anton Refalo. At this meeting we brought the
Minister up to date on our current and future activities and we are pleased to announce that the Gozo Ministry
will cooperate fully in helping us with current issues. Dr Refalo has also promised us every assistance in
carrying out future plans. In the immediate post election period we were pleased to escort the Hon Dr Jose
Herrera to the sites which we manage. He is the Parliamentary Secretary responsible for Culture and Local
Government and in that capacity he visited Gozo. We are awaiting an appointment with him for a follow up
of that visit.
Progress has also been achieved in the Zewwieqa project where the last Gozo Boat which we lovingly had
restored will eventually be sited. Again this was achieved as a result of close collaboration between Gozo
Channel Co Ltd and ourselves.
Our activities are not limited solely to restoration or the managing of sites. We also work hard on the
education level. In fact a number of students are attached to Wirt Għawdex in connection with the Systems of
Knowledge programme. Also we enlist the services of a number of young volunteers who help us out in
keeping our managed sites open most of the time. We are proud to note that tens of thousands of visitors are
attracted to our sites which they visit without paying a single cent. This is a valid contribution to diffusing the
story of Gozo. Supplementing these visits are our publications which serve to give a good interpretation to the
sites in question and to serve as a good souvenir of these visits to our Gozo sites.
As Spring gives way to Summer we anticipate that more visitors, particularly those from overseas, will
flock to our sites thus adding value to their holiday in our island.

Franco Masini

1

Business in Wied il-Għasri . . . . . Everything legal?
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In a small island such as Gozo
where the routine of life hardly
ever changes an event like that of
Wied il-Għasri surely aroused the
interest of the local population, and
not only, because visitors who
came to Gozo at that time also left
interesting descriptions of the
event.
The first one to mention this
phenomenon was Jean Houel who
narrates the story and publishes an
interesting engraving in his
monumental work entitled ‘Voyage
Pittoresque’ published in Paris in
The steel engraving is entitled ‘View of the extraordinary fountain occasioned by the
1787. To accompany this article,
Clock-Makers Salt Works’. It is marked as Plate VII Fig.1 and measures 147mm x 218mm.
however, I decided to publish the
engraving published by the Knight
Louis de Boisgelin in his book ‘Ancient and Modern Malta’ published by G & J Robinson in London in 1804. Both the
description as well as the featured view are almost identical to those of Jean Houel.
It was around the year 1774 that an ingenious man from Malta known as the ‘watchmaker’ and who lived in
Żebbuġ decided to excavate a number of salt pans on a tract of plain and level rock between Wied il-Għasri and
Ras ir-Reqqa. Since the cliffs overlooking the sea are relatively high he had a problem in drawing up water to fill the
salt pans. After giving the problem a lot of thought, he discovered that if he were to dig a well in the underlying
rocks he would end up in a semi-submerged cave and thus he could draw up water easily with the use of a mule
driven mill. As long as it was summer and the sea was calm he encountered no problems. When the sea turned
rough, however, the waves would crash inside the cave and finding no way of escape, it would shoot up the well
with such force that it formed a column of water some sixty feet high. The wind would then disperse the salty sea
water on the surrounding fields destroying all the crops of the surroundings. The farmers and the inhabitants of
Żebbuġ sued the ‘watchmaker’ for damages and he was so worried that in a few days he was taken ill and died.
The Gozitan poet Ġorg Pisani in his first book of legends of Gozo says that this ‘watchmaker’ used to make very
fine porcelain ware which caught the attention of influential personalities including the Grand Master himself. But
it seems that this ‘watchmaker’ has various other occupations one of which was making counterfeit coins. Ġorg
Pisani narrates how one day a group of soldiers came looking for the ‘watchmaker’. They were sent by the Grand
Master himself to acquire some of the famous ceramic ware. The fright he took because he thought that they had
come to arrest him because of the counterfeit money led him to the grave.
Be it what it may, whoever goes to this place today in stormy weather is sure to be able to see the well filled up
with stones through which one may still hear the sound of crashing waves. In a future article I will publish another
engraving showing this phenomenon and will give more details about the event.

This article was written by John Cremona
Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex

2

As usual our Wirt Għawdex sites in the Cittadella was the host to many visitors who came to enjoy themselves during the activities
of Lejliet Lapsi. Our popular site was visited by over 400 people and everyone seemed to be in awe of our historical buildings. We
thought of asking our students to do a little questionnaire and ask the people who came to our site some simple questions. After
touring our site, two of the students working on the newsleter, Claudia Mercieca and Miriana Magro asked a number of Maltese and
Gozitans about the Wirt Għawdex site. It seems that most of our Maltese visitors had never heard of our sites and this was their first
visit. We had mixed results with the Gozitans, some have been to the Silos and Gunpowder Room and said that they either came
with the family or as a school visit. There was a good number of locals who were amazed with the sites and did not know that ‘we
had all this on our doorstep’. The majority of Gozitans and Maltese said that they visit historical places such as ours thanks to events
like Lejliet Lapsi. Finally Claudia and Miriana asked our visitors if they enjoyed touring our site and any suggestions as to what
changes should be made if any to our sites? All said that they would not change anything in our sites. One person gave a suggestion
and that was about the Silos. He said that we should put the sound of cascading water in the Silos. We explained that originally the
Silos were built to store the grain and storing water came much later. What do you think? Have you got any suggestions to make
regarding our sites? Write to us and let us know what you think perhaps you can present it at one of our committee meetings.

Have you ever wondered how Lejliet Lapsi started? . . . . We have been busy researching the subject. Here’s what we found about
this tradition with the help of our students Eric Curmi and Silvio Vella .
Apart from Easter being the biggest feast celebrated by the Church, Lapsi is another event which in the past was highly
commemorated by the Order of the Knights of St. John. As any other religious feast Lapsi has its traditions which are usually
portrayed in the folkloristic poems that beautify more our
beloved history. The folkloristic poems were another means Il-lejla lejliet Lapsi,
of communication and although some of these have been long Għada jisbaħ tal-Quddies,
forgotten like the one about Lapsi, we can still define the way Imbagħad wara kulħadd jiekol,
of life in our Islands so many years ago through these poems. Għax din hi festa tan-nies.
Here’s the one we found about Lapsi
The poem is about the night of celebration during
Lapsi which is followed by Mass the next day. Because
it is a people’s feast they did what they did best of
all—eat.
We also learnt that this particular event was already
popular around 500 years ago. In fact, documents
reveal that the Grandmaster of the Order of the
Knights of St. John used to attend this annual national
event and stay at his own palace overlooking Spinola

Bay, the palace which is still known to us, as Spinola
Palace. This picture was shown by the St. Julians Local
Council.
Unfortunately we do not have any
information about how the tradition was started in
Gozo.
When we asked our ‘mature’ Gozitan
committee members they said that Lapsi for them
meant the first swim of the summer season. As for
our younger people it is another chain of events
where one can go out and have fun, an all too familiar
occurrence that we find all year round.

Franco Masini introducing the young
lecturer Davinia Mifsud to the packed
chapel at the beginning of our
5th lecture of the season. We will now
take a summer break and hope to
start another series in October
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April – 6th Formers
at our April lecture
with Daniel Cilia
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APRIL - A cultural visit to our Cittadella site by the Qawra Girl Guides.
For many of them, it was actually their first time in Gozo and this was
a great introduction to our island.

APRIL - The audience listening intently to
Dr. Saliba’s lecture about Infectious Diseases
in early 20th Century Gozo which was our
third lecture of the season.

APRIL – Another group from Malta, this time
from the Blata l-Bajda School, visiting the silos.

APRIL – The new Parliamentary Secretary for Culture and Local Government,
Dr. Jose’ A. Herrera, spent a morning visiting all our sites. The tour started at
the Zewwieqa project to see the Dghajsa tal-Latini and its future, permanent
location. This was followed by a visit to the award –winning St. Cecilia
Chapel and then to see the progress of our new headquarters, Dar ilGvernatur. The last stop was the site at the Cittadella where Dr. Herrera and
his entourage had the opportunity to see the silos for the first time.
Unfortunately, the Mgarr ix-Xini Tower was not accessible due to the
weather conditions. Dr. Herrera showed great interest in our society and its
work and future projects were briefly discussed and a further meeting at his
office is to be scheduled in the near future.

APRIL – Daniel Cilia gave a short lecture as an introduction
to the new series of books entitled Cultural Legacy of Malta
& Gozo. While the series is being published by the Salesians, Wirt Għawdex has been offered a donation for each
book sold through us. Many of you have already done so
and we thank you. If anyone is still interested in buying
the first book, The Village Feast, it is at our sites or through
publications@wirtghawdex.org
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MAY – Lia Local Council organized a tour for their
constituents who visited two of our sites – the
Santa Cecilia Chapel and the Cittadella site.

May – Our president, Franco Masini and Giovanni
Zammit visited an ecogozo
which
included
May –exhibit
Our president,
Franco
Masini and Giovanni Zammit visited an ecogozo exhibit which included information
about
Wirt
Għawdex
sites.
This exhibition was part of Lejlet Lapsi event.
information about Wirt Għawdex sites.
This
exhibition was part of Lejlet Lapsi event.

MAY - As part of their social contribution
towards the local community, HSBC Victoria
Gozo management, staff and family members
spent several hours volunteering with Wirt
Għawdex. They were first given a tour of all the
sites managed by the NGO which ended at the
Mgarr
ix-Xini
Tower.
Here, they took on various
maintenance tasks that
are necessary for the upkeep of the tower. Once
the work was done, everyone took a well
deserved break and enjoyed the breathtaking
views around them before returning home. This
cultural and volunteering event was enjoyed by
all and plans are already being made for a
similar experience in the near future.

MAY - Our President and Secretary had a first meeting with the new
Minister for Gozo, the Hon. Dr. Anton Refalo. During the cordial meeting,
Wirt Għawdex’s current and future projects were discussed. The possibility
of shared projects between us and the ministry was also discussed.
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COMPETITION
Competition in this issue is:
A big Thank You to all those who try their luck and enter our
competition, we really appreciate your support. Please keep
trying if you have not been a winner yet. In John Cremona’s
article the author relates the little story about the
watchmaker from Zebbug who caused quite a stir with the
local farmers with his clever idea of how to draw up sea
water to the salt pans. If you would like to be in with a
chance of winning a wine hamper which is kindly sponsored
by Emmanuel Delicata, we would like you to:
Name the two places mentioned in John’s article between
which the salt pans are situated.
Send in your right answers by not later than
August 16, 2013, to :
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org
Good Luck

Here's a
picture of Rose Spiteri our competition winner
from the last issue 2/13. We presented Rose
with her prize at the end of our last lecture this
season at the beautiful setting of Santa Cecilia
Chapel. Well done Rose and thank you for the
words of encouragement you gave us.

The Malta Environment and Planning Authority (MEPA), the Malta Tourism Authority
(MTA) and the Ministry for Sustainable Development, the Environment and Climate
Change notifies your NGO that in order to mitigate the nuisance of construction sites during the
summer period (between the 15th June and the 30th September 2013), no demolition or
excavation works will be allowed to be carried in tourist areas. The full list of localities and
streets can be viewed on http://www.mepa.org.mt/info-breaktime
Illegal excavation works and demolition can be reported by calling telephone no
2292

7608

(during

office

hours)

or

9963

7508

(after

office

hours).

The Malta Tourism Authority reserves the right to change or amend this list as it deems necessary.
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