Welcome to this Year’s second edition of
the Wirt Għawdex newsletter. This special
edition commemorates the 30th anniversary of
our society. While the committee is working on a special event as part of the celebrations of our organisation, we
thought that we can show our members, old and new ones,
some appreciation of the hard work that has been done through
the past 30 years. In the middle pages, we are presenting you
with some pictures from past editions of the newsletter. On
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page 2 we have an interesting article by Kimberley, one of our
students, about the niche in Santa Lucija. Nathaniel, another
one of our students, gives us some exciting news about a big
project undertaken by Wirt Għawdex. Back page we find the
Star Profile and of course the competition.
But first, read our message from the executive secretary
Giovanni who tells us more tales of Wirt Għawdex, past.
Sandra Jackson

Message from the Secretary
30 years ago, specifically at an AGM on July 6th 1981, the members of the society ‘Il-Belt ilQadima’ (The Old City) decided to broaden their aims beyond the safeguarding of the citadel
and to include the heritage of all Gozo and Comino. It was also decided that the name of the
society would be changed to ‘Wirt Għawdex’
Originally formed in 1973, the society Il-Belt il-Qadima started an awareness campaign of the deteriorating state of the citadel A
group of eager youngsters, led by Fr. Tony Mercieca, decided to do some much-needed refurbishments in the then neglected St.
Joseph Chapel in the Citadel. At the time there was far less awareness of the environment and cultural heritage than there is today and it was felt that an organization was needed to cater specifically for the better safeguarding of the heritage of the Citadel
and then of the whole islands of Gozo & Comino.
On that July 6th AGM, the first statute was drafted and it was determined that the general aims of the society were to be the fostering of the knowledge of our heritage amongst all levels of society and to strive to safeguard, in the best possible way, the natural, archaeological, historical and anthropological patrimony of the islands of Gozo and Comino. It was also decided to change the
name of the society to Wirt Għawdex and these aims have not changed and are today considered as the society’s Mission Statement.
While the society has had periods of reduced activity, it has more than made up for this by the level of activity and enthusiasm
displayed by its members since the late 1990’s. Over the years, the society has been instrumental in helping create the necessary
awareness for the safeguarding of vital aspects of our heritage. This is done in various ways such as becoming stake-holders with
different authorities including MEPA; going into Management Agreements with the Government allowing us to restore sites and
open them to the public.
Today, Wirt Għawdex also feels it has a duty to show corporate citizenship and in this regard, has chosen to support students
doing their Sixth Form Systems of Knowledge projects. Each year the society takes on a group of these students and provides
them with an opportunity to do their volunteer experience with it. The students are provided with training as necessary and are
exposed to the many varied tasks undertaken by the society. Many times this is the first exposure these students have of the society and of the work required to safeguard our islands’ heritage and several students remain active with us even when their project
is completed.

Wirt Għawdex wishes to thank SMC for donating the design for our 5th publication interpretation panels and
other signage used at our site
Our appreciation also goes to MCAST student, Miriam Refalo who coordinated all the students work in this
newsletter — Prosit Miriam
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Madonna Tal-Karmnu
As part of its 30th anniversary, Wirt
Għawdex wished to contribute in some
way in the preservation of the heritage of
our beautiful island. So we approached
Kercem Local Council and together
decided to do some maintenance work on

the statue of the Madonna tal-Karmnu. This
beautiful gem, situated in St. George’s Fief,
limits of the tiny hamlet of Santa Lucija, is in
much need of some cleaning including its
immediate surrounding area. Wirt Għawdex is
currently responsible for cleaning and carrying out
some minor repairs of the niche and pedestal and will investigate the possibility of replacing the
existing power supply with a solar-powered light for the niche. The statue of the Madonna talKarmnu shows the Blessed Mary holding her baby son Jesus on her right arm. A scapular can be
seen hanging from the Madona’s left hand while Baby Jesus also holds a scapular in his hand.
{A scapular (from Latin, scapula, "shoulder") is a religious pendant of cloth worn under the

clothing, which are usually adorned with the picture of a saint as a part of Roman Catholic
devotion. Scapulars have their historical origins in larger, tunic-like garments that were once
worn by Roman Catholic monks, which were adapted for the use of the Roman Catholic la ity}.
The statue was originally just standing on a stone pedestal and was open to the elements and in
time it started showing signs of damage. Later on, it was decided that a niche is to be built on
top of the pedestal to enclose the statue and protect it from further deterioration. There are
two inscriptions on the pedestal.

His Excellency Archbishop Francesco Saverio Caruana, on August 20, 1837, decreed that
40 days indulgence would be conferred on whoever recites the Salve Regina in front of this statue
The
niche has a
significant value to the
villagers. The Statue
dates back to the time
when cholera hit our
islands around 1834.

Celest Cassar has erected a niche for this statue of the Madonna tal-Karmnu
and has always maintained and kept it lit, all at his own expense

There is no documentation who made the statue but it was probably paid for by the people living in the area. The niche was built
by Celest Cassar, a farmer who lived in the area. He used to do the maintenance work on the niche and every day lit the candles.
The archbishop at that time Francesco Saverio Caruana proclaimed that whoever recited the Salve Regina in front of this statue
would receive a partial indulgence of forty days. It is said that the statue was commissioned as a sign of thanks from the local
community for deliverance from ill health.
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Kimberley Azzopardi

Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of and
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

This book and our other publications are
now on sale.
Contact us on
info@wirtghawdex.org and let us know
which book you would like to purchase
and where you would like us to send it.
Apart from being the proud owner of
these books you are also helping Wirt
Għawdex

The Gran Castello in Rabat Gozo €10
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WIRT GHAWDEX ECO GOZO PROJECT
Good news! Wirt Għawdex has recently been granted the maximum amount of €50,000 from
the Gozo Ministry as part of the Eco Gozo Projects to spend on restoring and embellishing two of
our sites. Both Alan Jones and Giovanni Zammit were instrumental in helping Wirt Għawdex to
obtain this money. I talked with Alan about this on the 14th of May.

How did this project come about?
The Ministry for Gozo announced a new funding scheme for
Gozitan NGOs who could demonstrate that they had projects
which fell in line with the Eco-Gozo concept. The committee
decided that among other things, we needed to improve the
lighting and thus reducing our electrical footprint from some
3700 watts to about 477 watts at our Citadel site, as well as
to enhance our sites as tourist attractions by making them
more accessible to people.

As the project
coordinator
I
investigated what technology was available in order to
assist us to compile the necessary cost estimates and
generate
project
specifications. Finally a call
for tenders was issued. The
total cost of the project is
estimated at €70.000. The
difference between the total
cost of the project and the
Eco Gozo funding ie: €20.000
has to be provided by Wirt
Għawdex.
Besides
the
Gunpowder Magazine, we plan to make
the St Cecilia Chapel more accessible to
the public, and also a potential venue for
events. In April, we were notified that our
project had been accepted.

So, you will be working on which sites?
We will be improving both the Gunpowder
Magazine site at the Citadel and
completing the restoration of the St Cecilia
Chapel at Għajnsielem.

Did you encounter any difficulties, or do you anticipate
future ones?
The main difficulty has been trying to find sponsors for our
work. Aside from that, we are always on the lookout for ways
in which we can raise more funds to keep improving our sites.
Finally, the last hurdle is actually managing the sites.

So basically, what will this project involve?
With regards to the Citadel site, due to the humid environment
of the site, any material and equipment used shall be suitable
for such an environment and will have a minimum life
expectancy of twenty years. Adequate energy-efficient lighting
which conforms with the latest international and EU standards
will be installed. Walkways made of wood and stainless steel
are to be installed, in order to improve safety, protect the floor
and increase the floor area in certain parts of the complex.

Information plaques will also be mounted off the floor
supports. We intend to install audio and alarm systems, as
well as emergency lighting,
together with sensors to
control the on/off action of
lighting as visitors enter or
leave the complex. Whilst
installing this system, no
conduits,
fixtures
and
fittings will be attached to
the walls and roofs of the
complex in order not to
damage them. The existing
halogen lighting will be
replaced with LED lights
to awash the walls and
specific items with
light. Individual lighting
for different parts of the
complex
will
be
provided.
It is thanks to the
dedication of members
of Wirt Għawdex and
the full sponsorship of the Baron Group
that the St. Cecilia Chapel is slowly
healing from centuries of neglect and
vandalism. It is intended that the Eco
Gozo funds will be used mainly to make
this chapel more
accessible
to
the
public and to protect it
from
further
vandalism by installing
CCTV cameras. Energy
-efficient lighting is to
be installed, both
inside and outside, to
emphasize
the
characteristics of the structure's architecture. It has also
been decided to install a new removable hard wood floor with
some areas visible through glass inserts. Adequate ventilation
will be installed as well. New doors and door frames, intended
to look and lock similar to other chapel doors on the islands
will be installed both in the chapel and in the rear room. By
night, the chapel will be illuminated by low energy lamps set
around the boundary wall, in order to enhance the appearance
of the chapel while at the same time providing security
lighting.

Are there any deadlines for the project?
Yes, everything has to be finished, installed, insured and paid
for by the end of 2011.
This article was prepared by

Nathaniel Refalo
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Another in the series of Star Profile is our treasurer Steve
Andrews. He’s relatively new to the committee, actually he’s new
to the island too, but it didn’t take him long to realise the beauty
of Gozo and that he has got to do his bit to help preserve the
heritage of our country. Let’s get to know him a little . . .

My name is Steve. I was born in United Kingdom in 1961 at Fordingbridge, Hampshire. I have two children aged 24 and 20
who live in United Kingdom. I still work full time and run a company in United Kingdom. I am able to live in Gozo due to the modern technology. Although I love the history of the islands I am also a techno geek and cannot live without the latest technology
and gadgets.
I enjoy doing lots of things but it depends on my mood. Cycling, fishing, windsurfing, swimming, eating out, socializing, cinema,
travel, driving, motorcycling or relaxing at home are some of the things I really enjoy. I also like trying new things. I don’t have
much time for reading and I prefer to use the internet to get the information. Things that I really hate are red tape, lazy people
and people who criticize but never offer a solution or any help. I must add I also hate the Maltese roads.
I joined Wirt Għawdex a couple of years ago. I had visited the gunpowder /silo site and enjoyed it so much that I wanted to offer
my help. In fact I am an occasional sitter at the gunpowder site. At present I am the Treasurer of Wirt Għawdex. I keep an eye on
the bank accounts, do the formal accounts, report to the committee on a regular basis, liaise with tax officials and prepare management accounts. I really would like to see more volunteers. If we can get more support from local people, it will grow from
strength to strength and it will make a lot of difference to Gozo and Comino’s heritage.
My last message goes to our members. Please help us by giving up some of your time. Just an hour or two a week would make a
huge difference.
Looks like some of you have been
busy snapping away trying to capture some of our island’s scenery.
This photo was sent by Guido
Camilleri of Santa Lucija. Guido
Competition in this issue is:
took the photo during the Seħer ilPunent, a cultural event in Gharb.
Wirt Għawdex is doing some maintenance work on
Do you have a nice photo of the
a niche in Santa Lucija. We want to know to whom
island that you would like to share
is the niche dedicated?
with us?
Send it to us on
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org and we will print it
Send in your right answers not later than the
our newsletter.
25th August 2011, to :

COMPETITION

The Editor
at:
Dar il-Lunzjata
Wied il-Lunzja
Rabat VCT 1680
Għawdex

Alternatively email me the editor
gwl_editor@wirtghawdex.org

The first correct entry will win our 3 Wirt Għawdex
publications on your right.
Good Luck
The January-March edition of our competition was won by Mr.
Antoine Vassallo and the correct answer was La Vallette Well Done Antoine.

You too can take an active part in Wirt Għawdex, whether it is in the
committee or as the occasional sitter, contact us on:

info@wirtghawdex.org
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