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Message from The President

Forthcoming events
As of going to publication, none of the
forthcoming events have been finalised,
as was previously hoped.

I first thank Charles Nelson for accepting
the post of Committee Treasurer, following
the resignation of Lawrence Camilleri.

Within the next few weeks, we will issue
a flyer with dates and lecturers when the
details have been confirmed.

My thanks go also to those attending our recent activities which were very successful, particularly our last excursion to Malta when we
visited St. Paul’s Grotto and the Wignacourt
Museum. We ensure our members that similar
site-visits to Malta will always be on Wirt
Għawdex’s agenda.
As regards our projects, at present, Wirt
Għawdex is unfortunately only able to continue
the restoration of the Dgħajsa tal-Latini, which
is proceeding at a very good pace. I here once
again, thank John Walsh, Nigel Brittain and
Jayne Clarke for their voluntary work on the
Dgħajsa, which I am sure is becoming tedious
in this scorching sun. On a negative note however, we can do really nothing about our other
main projects. We are still waiting for the keys
to the Citadel’s St. John Demi-Bastion from the
Ministry for Gozo. Until then, Wirt Għawdex
has no possession over it. As to Mgarr ix-Xini
tower and St. Cecilia chapel, they seem to be a
dead issue from the government’s part. Wirt
Għawdex has done all it could but bureaucracy seems to be the ensuing problem. Yet,
Wirt Għawdex will not give up.

Paul Coppini
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There is one date for your diary:
Friday 1st December
Wirt Għawdex A.G.M. at the
NGO Centre, Xewkija.

H e r i t a g e M a l t a are offering special
discounted subscription fees to all Wirt
Għawdex members.
Although it is not necessary to be a
member of Heritage Malta to join their
tours and lectures, but as a member of
Heritage Malta you will be entitled to visit
their sites and museums free of charge.
Contact our Membership Secretary
Betty (Tel: 2156 3792) for a Heritage Malta
application form and more information on
discounts, or call into the
Heritage Malta office in The Citadel, Gozo
showing them your
Wirt Għawdex membership card.



Work In Progress From the outside it appears that nothing much has been achieved,
but to date, the Dgħajsa tal-Latini has received three layers of
undercoat on the inside hull and work has commenced on the
crossbeams. The boat can now be seen quite clearly in the Māarr
boatyard, near the pump house as all other boats are in the water.
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St.Paul’s Grotto, Malta

The Gran Castello Experience

On Sunday May 28th about 40 people joined our
guided tour of St. Paul’s Grotto, the war shelters,
catacombs and the Wignacourt Museum in
Malta.

A good number of people attended the walk
around the Citadel on Wednesday June 28th,
which was organised by Heritage Malta.
Two groups led by Fr. Joseph Bezzina and
Godwin Vella were entertained by three actors,
telling Gozitan folk tales.
The first was about Sidor and the Golden Calf
which was buried in Gelmus Hill; the second
story was by “Bernardo d’Opuo”, a Sicilian soldier who killed his wife and family to save them
from slavery and the third was from Jean Parisot
de La Vallette, imprisoned in the Citadel.
A very interesting and informative narration was
given while on tour of The Citadel, giving the
main aspects and historical points.

Saviour Farrugia gave a most interesting and
detailed history on the Museum and its collection of art, ceramics, rare books and furniture.
The entrance to the Museum is either through
the main door, or from an underground passage
from St.Paul’s Grotto. Architect Lorenzo Gafa
constructed this passage in 1680, revealing the
whole area in Roman times was a catacombal
site. On the other side of the corridor a spacious
war shelter was hewn in solid rock with about 50
rooms which housed several hundred people
during WWII.

A barbeque, followed by a very entertaining show
of folk dancers from the San Lawrence troupe
brought the evening to an end. The monthly poetry evening was also being held at St.Martin’s
Cavalier and a number of people joined the
group to listen to works written by local amateur
poets, accompanied by guitarists.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MALTA
is organising a course entitled:
Malta: An Archaeological Treasure House
in an Island Context
aimed at anyone interested in gaining in-depth knowledge of Malta’s archaeological heritage and the
Island’s place in the Mediterranean.
This is to be held from Monday 23—Saturday 28th
October 2006 both in Malta and Gozo.
The lecturers are:
Prof. Anthony Bonanno
Mr. Charles Dalli
Dr. Nicholas Vella
Dr. Reuben Grima
Dr. Timothy Gambin
Dr. Sandro Lanfranco
Prof. Anthony Frendo

I have a message for you
on the back page ……..

For more information or to book your place, please
contact
Ms. Patricia Camilleri, President—Archaeological
Society Malta
Email: president@archsoc.org.mt
Tel: +356 2138 6756 (evenings)
Or apply online at:
Http://www.archsoc.org.mt

Page 3

Issue 3/06

What has happened to the Victoria Regina
(VR) boundary marker in the road between
Victoria and Gharb, St.Lawrence?
Stephanie Jean Coppini, PRO

These VR rectangular stone slabs were built during British rule in Malta, in the time of Queen
Victoria. Their aim was to serve as boundary
markers, indicating that the land behind them
was government property.
These boundary
markers, which were quite common in our islands, have now almost disappeared, sometimes
not only accidentally but even purposely stolen.
The VR marker, in an exceptionally good condition, placed midway the road connecting Victoria to Gharb and St.Lawrence, has very recently
disappeared during the massive construction
works currently carried out on this arterial road.
This is shameful — another precious loss to
our ever dwindling national heritage.

Obituary
It is with sadness that
we report the death of
Fr. Gigi Camilleri S.J.,
on the 10th May 2006.
A local personality and
known to many people,
especially for his 44year long missionary
work in India, he was a
member of Wirt Għawdex and participated in
almost every event over the years. He even
accompanied Wirt Għawdex on one cultural trip
to Sicily, where he concelebrated for us the Holy
Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of Tears,
Syracuse.
He will be missed by friends and all in Wirt
Għawdex, and our condolences are sent to his
family, including his brother Lawrence — exTreasurer of Wirt Għawdex—and the Jesuit
Community.

We would like to welcome our two
new members,

Robert Onions
Joanna Williams
We hope to count on you all to spread the
aims of our Society amongst friends and
acquaintances.
If you know someone who would be
interested in joining Wirt Għawdex, an
application form can be obtained from:

Photograph by Johnny Walsh, a few weeks prior to
start of the road construction works.





If you have an article that you can submit on
Gozo’s history or heritage, or comments for
the newsletter it is always welcome. Please
contact Johnny Walsh at the Wirt Għawdex
address.

The Membership Secretary
Wirt Għawdex
C/o Dar il-Lunzjata
Lunzjata Valley
Victoria
Gozo
Tel: 2156 3792
E-mail: wirtghaw@di-ve.com
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Did Giants inhabit Gozo?
A myth unraveled
By Stephanie Jean Coppini, Wirt Għawdex PRO

History is witness to the truth of every era, yet without archaeological remains, history remains futile. The
case study in issue revolves around the mystery whether giants ever inhabited our tiny island.
The starting point is the meaning to the word “giants” (“gganti” in Maltese”). Historians interpret it differently from the man in the street, imagining them as powerful, fierce people—while our common view of them
is of being strong, sturdy and huge persons. Some historians like Chiericato, claim that giants are from the
offspring of the devil and the human being. From Perrario, Ebreo and Tornvelli’s accounts, it appears that
Malta and Gozo were indeed conquered by giants, due to their central position in the Mediterranean, between
Europe and Africa.
According to Kan. Gian. Piet. Frangisk Agius de Soldanis, many writings and artifacts can be found corroborating the existence of these giants. St.Augustine recounts how he saw a human molar so large that it could be
broken down into about a hundred of our normal molars. In 1558, the Grandmaster of the Order of St.John,
De Redin, was awarded one similar molar, who in turn rewarded it to Pope Alexander III. Gian.Frangisk
Abela recounts the finding of a huge human body while excavating to build Fort Manoel. On Ta’ Kuljat hill,
in the vicinities of Nadur, right into Daħlet Qorrot, there still can be seen huge slabs of stone, one on top of the
other—called ‘il-għalqa ta’ l-imsaqqfin’ (literally translated into the field of the roofed’). Huge stone slabs,
placed on top of each other in the dry-stone method, appear at ix-Xaghra ta’ l-Għazzenin, near tal-Għejun.
Until de Soldanis’ days, it was known at “Torri tal-Gganti” (the Giants’ Tower).
Abela notes that in Xewkija, until 1647, where the church of St.John stands today, there was a huge slab of
stone resting on four others, each the height of a human. De Soldanis recounts how he knew of a man Bernard
Zammit from Gharb, nicknamed “il-ggant”, who died in 1740, renowned for being nine ‘xbar’ (nine spans of
the human hand). De Soldanis saw in a field known as Tax-Xaqqufiet, Gharb, the large foundations of a tower
built by giants, when the field was being dug out by its owner Dun Salv Galea, once the parish priest of Nadur.
In the field was also a well, constructed so deep and using huge stones, that it was considered impossible to be
built by people other than giants.
(translated from Mons.Dun Guzepp Farrugia’s Maltese translation, 1936, Għawdex Bil-Grajja Tieghu, Vol. I, of Agius de Soldanis’
manuscript, Gozo Antico e Moderno, Sacro e Profano, which was never published.)
On a personal note, I add that although de Soldanis is one of our greatest historians, we cannot believe all he writes. This case-study
raises the question whether giants inhabited our islands. It is true that the mentioned places existed, while some still do. In fact, our
UNESCO World Heritage Site, is precisely named Ggantija, with a legend of a giantess associated with it! However, our sarcophagi
and catacombs prove that our ancestors were quite small in height. So do our farmhouses—doorways are relatively low. Thus I conclude that if a person was taller than the rest, he would be looked upon as being abnormal—a giant. Besides, the measurement of nine
‘xbar’ is very subjective—using the spans of the hand as a quantitative measure really depends on the size of that hand!
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Your committee members :

President:
Paul Coppini

Treasurer:
Charles Nelson

Vice-President:
John Blizzard

Membership Secretary:
Betty Zammit

There is a spare seat on
the committee for a
Secretary
Could this
Be YOU?
Please phone Betty 21563792
if you are interested.

Executive Secretary:
Giovanni Zammit

Newsletter:
Johnny Walsh

Public Relations Officer:
Stephanie Coppini

Committee member:
John Cremona

Issue 3/06

Page 6

Issue 3/06

Have the lease-holders finally begun the Xlendi Tower renovations??
This tower is in private hands, but as you can see from photographs taken in August 2006, renovation work seems to have finally begun on the Xlendi tower. Though no visible progress has been
seen to have been made since the scaffolding was erected, let’s hope that some remedial work will
be carried out before the onset of autumn storms before more damage is done.

On a light-hearted note A message from your
Membership Secretary’s
adopted cat:

Photographs by Xlendi resident, Johnny Walsh

Hi, my name is Figgy and I
am a very cute 1½ year old
male ginger cat. Although I am a stray
cat, I am not very good at defending myself and I like nothing better than being
held in someone’s lap and to be petted. I
have found refuge in a lovely garden and I
am very well fed and looked after by the
owners of the garden. However, they
travel frequently and I hate staying outside
alone and miss having human company—
especially because then I have nobody to
protect me! So my present “owners” are
looking for a more permanent home for
me where I can spend a lot of time indoors
with someone who loves petting me and I
will love you in return. If you are this
special person for me, please contact my
present mummy and daddy on 79561947

