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Giovanni N Zammit has been appointed the new President of Wirt Għawdex at
the organisation’s recent Annual General Meeting. Members also elected the
new Committee and the officials who will lead the voluntary heritage and
environment NGO for the next 3 years. Nicoline Sagona has been appointed Vice
President, with Charles Cassar as the society Secretary. Steven Andrews and Betty
Zammit have been reconfirmed as the Treasurer and the committee/membership
Secretary respectively. The Public Relations/ Media Officer position has been
given to Daniel Cilia, while Ryan Bajada will be the society Project Manager and
also the youth section representative. John Cremona will be the Events Coordinator while a new member to the committee, Dr. Frank-Luke Matthew Attard
Camilleri, will be the committee’s Legal Advisor.
Giovanni joined Wirt Għawdex in 2002 originally serving as Treasurer. He has
been the society’s Executive Secretary for the last 15 years. Giovanni has been
involved in the voluntary sector for most of his adult life and is particularly
passionate about safeguarding Gozo’s heritage. He has represented Wirt Għawdex on a variety of committees such
as the Gozo Regional Committee, Committee of Guarantee, Kumitat Konsultattiv dwar l-Arti u l-Patrimonju Storiku
u Kulturali, Kumitat tal-Immaniġġjar taċ-Cittadella, Gozo NGO’s Association, and lately on the Dwejra Opportunity
Fund Committee.
“The preservation and safeguarding of our heritage are currently being constantly challenged but I look forward to
working with the elected committee to ensure that the heritage and natural environment of Gozo and Comino will always remain a national priority. I proudly take on this new assignment and will work with renewed energy to promote
the society’s mission ‘Safeguarding our Heritage for Future Generations’ ” Giovanni stated.

Raising a glass to the new committee.
Back row L to R: Frank-Luke, Charles, Steven, Nicoline, Giovanni, John and Ryan
Front: Betty and Daniel
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From the Editor ’s Diary……..
Annual General Meeting
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Our AGM was held in February at the Santa Cecilia chapel.
Giovanni gave an overview of all our activities and projects
over 2018 including details of the various contracts cosigned with the Ministry for Gozo . Steven then gave details of our finances including income from donations and
any known upcoming major expenses.
Some changes to our Statute with regards to the make-up
of the committee were also proposed and seconded and
the relevant changes have been carried out.
The committee was re-confirmed with a new member , Dr.
Frank-Luke Attard Camilleri, proposed and seconded.

When the meeting was adjourned, those present continued discussions over a glass of wine in the back room.

2018 Ministry for Gozo NGO’s Scheme
This year we participated in the Ministry for Gozo
NGO’s Scheme and applied for a grant to set up
the audio-visual presentation at our Silos site.
We were pleased to be approved for the maximum amount of €5,000 which covered most of
the cost of the audio-visual presentation.
This added attraction was implemented on the
10th anniversary of the opening of the site to the
public.

Għar Gerduf Saved
We were relieved to hear that the expropriation of Għar
Gerduf is now completed and has been formally announced
through the Government Gazette.
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The Gozo Ministry is already formulationg plans for its
restoration and rehabilitation and they have asked us to work
with them as they work on the plan details. We are happy to
oblige and look forward to when work can actually start. We
are already in contact with the relevant authorities—the
Superintencence of Cultural Heritage and the Lands
Department- so that initial clearing work can start as soon as it

is approved.
We are proud that our society has played a significant part in saving this
unique part of our heritage.

Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of and
Safeguard the
Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

Thank you
A ‘thank you’ is in order to two long-time life members, Raymond Mifsud and
Fr. Geoffrey G. Attard, for the very generous donatons to our society. We
assure them that their donations will be put towards more work in the
preservation of our heritage . This is only possible through their support and
that of our many members. Your generosity is very much appreciated.
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WWII Air Raid Shelter Complex
Gozo Minister Dr Justyne Caruana officially
inaugurated the restored World War II air
raid shelter complex at the Cittadella as
Charles Bezzina provided some background
history to those present.
The shelters were opened to the public following an extensive restoration project fully funded by the Ministry and entrusted to
us to carry out the work and manage it
once completed. This was the second such
project of co-operation between the Ministry for Gozo and ourselves and more are
scheduled for 2019.

Photos: MGOZ - George Scerri

WWII Shelter Complex opened to public for first time
We participated at the recent Lejl Imkebbes event at the
Ċittadella by opening our sites late in the evening for the
expected crowds. This was the perfect opportunity to open
the shelter complex to the public for the first time. Opening
these two sites provided additional attractions for the evening
and, as expected, each site was visited by over a thousand
people. Our site attendants were well prepared for the crowds
and they were kept very busy till they finally closed up close to
midnight. A big thank you to all our attendants.

Ċittadella was lit by 30,000 candles
Photo: Daniel Cilia

Cultural visits
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Cultural visits to our sites continue to
grow in number. This year, we are
also working with tthe Gozo Tourism
Association which is organizing regular
cultural visits, including to our sites,
for school children as a means of
introducing them to many different
aspects of our heritage. Hopefully,
this should start instilling a better
sense of how rich our culture is , that
it is worth safeguarding and should be
appreciated.
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Before deciding on a formal stand by Wirt
Għawdex about the proposed Gozo-Malta
tunnel, we wanted to hear the views of our
members, supporters and other Gozitans.
Our committee member Daniel Cilia was
entrusted to bring together representatives
of both the pro and the con camps and
organize a public debate. We felt such a
debate would bring forth more information
and details than were generally known and
publicly reported and help people make a
more informed opinion.
About 150 attended the session and everyone was handed a short survey on their way in. The returned completed
questionnaires will help to create a more clear picturee of the preferred choices.

An effort was made to have the 8-person panel as representative as possible of the many different stakeholders. The
panel was made up of: Joe Muscat (GTA-wanting tunnel only for mass transit); Renée Formosa (Gozo University
Group-position was unknown but assumed to be ‘For’); Shaun Zammit (Association of Gozitan Employees in Malta—
position was unknown but assumed to be ‘For’); Samuel Azzopardi (Gozo Region Committee—position was unknown);
Govan Pace (Gozo resident-’Against’); Alfred Baldacchino (Enviromentalist—’Against’); Franco Mercieca (Tunnel
steering committee chairman—’For’); Joe Borg (Gozo Business Chamber—’For’).
4

Each panel member gave a presentation outlining their position and the reasons behind it. By the end it became clear
that while Franco Mercieca, Joe Borg and Samuel Azzopardi were in favour of the tunnel, the other five
representatives had major concerns about the project and felt that the tunnel would not solve the problems they
were experiencing today. They felt that improving the ferry service would better serve them and avoid the
contentious project.
The meeting got quite heated at one stage as several attendees with business interests voiced their opinion and
reasons for the tunnel. Their arguments were also very valid and their issues also need to be addressed by the
Government, albeit not necessarily through the construction of a tunnel.
The information that came out from the debate plus the collected completed surveys, and the ones submitted by
those of our members who could not attend the debate , will be taken into consideration as Wirt Għawdex decides
on its formal stand on this subject. This is the main agenda item for our next committee meeting and we will inform
you all of the outcome.
We feel that this debate has finally started a real conversation about an issue that will have an impact on us all in
many different ways.

Calypso Cave rehabilitation Phase 1
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The Gozo Ministry has given the go-ahead for preliminary geological and 3-D scanning studies to be carried out on
the Ulysees Cave in Xagħra. This is the first step in setting out a plan for the shoring up of the badly deteriorating
cave and making it safe to be opened for visitors once again. Our role was to commission the right experts to carry
out this Phase of the project. Again, we will be working with Architect Hermann
Bonnici and Archeologist Rodney Xerri, both experts in their fields. Their work
will be completed by the issuance of a PA application and all reports and
information to enable the Ministry for Gozo to issue the necessary Tenders.
This project will ensure the cave will not end up crumbling into the sea and that
it can be saved and enjoyed by all.
This project was announced by the Minister for Gozo at a Press Release held at
our Santa Cecilia Chapel.
Dr Caruana said that through this
agreement, the Ministry for Gozo is sending a clear message that it “really
cares about the cultural and natural heritage the island has to offer.”
The Minister said that the work on Calypso Cave is one of a number of projects identified for restoration in the coming period.
She praised the work of Wirt Ghawdex and assured us the support and collaboration of the Ministry for Gozo to identify more sites of historical importance, thereby ensuring that they are restored and preserved.
Gozo, according to legend, was Homer’s isle of Ogygia, where the nymph
Calypso held the Greek hero Odysseus as her “prisoner of love” for seven
years. It was also believed that Calypso Cave contained a complex labyrinth that extended all the way down
to the sea level in some areas, however currently the cave is inaccessible to the public due to rock
fall.
Editor
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Gozo in Print (27)
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Mystery Stones
By John Cremona

In October of the Jubilee Year of 1750, the Gozitan writer and historian Canon Giovanni Pietro Francesco Agius de Soldanis was in the Eternal City, Rome on a visit ad limina on the tombs of the Apostles. During his sojourn in Rome, he
took to task of printing a folio sheet regarding a number of tomb slabs that still existed during his time in the old cemetery in St Augustine Square in ir-Rabat Gozo. One may safely consider De Soldanis to be the father of Gozitan history
because he researched and collected as much information as was possible during his time with the aim of exalting the
honour of his island home.
In 1746 he had already written at considerable length about the cemetery and the mysterious tombstones in the said
cemetery in his manuscript history of Gozo ‘Il Gozo Antico e Modern, e Sacro Profano’. Then in 1755, one finds Bishop
Paolo Alpheran de Bussan visiting the cemetery and ordering that the slabs be extracted from the ground and affixed
to the perimeter wall of the cemetery for better conservation. Bishop Alpheran knew De Soldanis very well and it was
on the latter’s instigation that the Bishop took this action and ordered that a commemorative inscription marking the
event be affixed to the same wall. The appearance of the slabs and the inscription can be seen in the print published
in the 3-4/2016 edition of this newsletter.
In his history of Gozo, de Soldanis had already propagated the idea that these slabs marked the burial place of important personages who accompanied King Saint Louis IX in his ill-fated crusade against Tunis in 1270. He writes:
‘After studying the history and tradition handed down to us about this cemetery and after examining carefully the
signs and symbols on the slabs, I have come to the conclusion that the persons buried under them are noble Frenchmen, important persons of the church and state, abbots, bishops, archbishops and princes’.i He managed to draw up
the design of twenty eight of these slabs and he published them in the engraving shown with this article. De Soldanis
was of the opinion that the slabs with the numbers II till XII belonged to Archbishops, from number XIII till XVIII, XXVI
and XXVIII to Abbots and XIX till XXVII to French nobles. De Soldanis further writes that ‘Many Gozitans still remember
the whole cemetery full of these slabs, but the laziness of those who were supposed to take care of this place is to
blame for many, if not the greater part of these slabs being stolen by people who used them for other purposes in the
building of their houses. A few remain in the cemetery’.ii Very strong words indeed !
De Soldanis dedicates this folio sheet to Bishop Paul Alpheran de Bussan the same as he did with the manuscript copy
of the history of Gozo that he completed in 1746.iii
The engraving was printed in Rome in the printing press of Joannis Generosi Solomoni who had his establishment in
Foro S. Ignatii and in the same press De Soldanis printed other works including the first grammar of the Maltese language which he printed in the same year.iv
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

i De Soldanis, F., Gozo Ancient and Modern, Religious and Profane. Media Centre Publications. Malta 1999.
Pg.148.
ii Ibid. Pg. 147
iii National Library of Malta Libr. Ms.145
iv Della Lingua Punica presentemente usata da Maltesi &c ovvero Nuovi Documenti li quali possono servire di
lume all’antica lingua Etrusca’ and ‘Nuova Scuola di Grammatica per agevolare appendere la lingua PunicaMaltese’ Rome 1750.
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The page measures 370mm x 260mm whilst the part with the engraved symbols measures 187mm x
245mm.
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