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I n a u g u r a t i on of t h e n e w l y r e s t o r e d B A R R A K K A
The restoration of Il-Barrakka in Victoria is
now complete and this rehabilitated historic
building has been officially inaugurated by the
Hon. Dr. Justyne Caruana, Minister for Gozo.
This building is known as Il-Barrakka – a platform from where the Governor of Gozo during
the rule of the Knights of Saint John (15301798) distributed the prizes on the occasion of
the horse races of Santa Marija on 15 August.
The present structure was rebuilt in 1733 and
was probably designed by François de
Mondion. It replaced what was probably a late
mediaeval barrakka. Originally, there was only
a raised platform; this was eventually arched
by the British.
On
15 August 1746, the paljijiet,
flags made of damask, were
distributed to winners by Grand
Master Emmanuel Pinto de
Fonseca himself. His role was
eventually taken over by the
British Governor of Malta (1800-1964) and, presently, by the Minister
for Gozo. Judges and other dignitaries watch and appraise the races
from this barrakka to this day and, at the end, present the winners with
the paljijiet."

Photo : Gozo National Archives
The Hon. Mabel Strickland and Lord Strickland, Prime
Minister of Malta, watching the horse races from Il-Barrakka

From the Secretary’s Diary……..
We are pleased to introduce our new Office Administrator, Ivan Cauchi. Ivan is seconded to us from a
Government department and he comes with a financial and IT background. He will be
based at our Headquarters although he will also be doing the necessary visits to our various sites. This means that now, with Ivan, together with our usual volunteers, our HQ
will be open every day at least for the morning hours. Since he started in September, Ivan
has already taken on several administration
tasks and familiarized himself with the running of our office and sites. He is in charge of
our social media and will also be our event coordinator. With his help we hope to start getting back to our usual activities. He has also
involved himself in our ongoing projects and,
luckily, does not seem fazed by the hectic environment! Welcome on board Ivan.

Our new Office Administrator

We have continued offering cultural visits to various schools
and we now also have ITS (Institute of Tourism Studies) on our
roster. We will continue giving the students 2 tours each
school year and the groups that have already been have
shown a lot of interest.
We are seeing a new trend where even very young students
are being introduced to our heritage. A group from the Żebbuġ Primary School have visited Santa Cecilia Chapel and, in
spite of their age, showed much enthusiasm .

School tours and activities
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Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of and
Safeguard the
Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

A group of
Canadian ex
parliamentarians
w e r e
brought for
a visit to
the Silos by
their leader,
Mr. Lino DeBono. They were quite impressed with the new audio-visual presentation and the whole site (the spontaneous applause gave them away!).

Visitors from across the ocean
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Events at the Santa Cecilia Chapel

The groom at one of the latest wedding ceremonies held at the chapel was the well-known
rugby player Mr. Alan Richards who exchanged vows with Ms. Marissa Fritzpatrick.
The St. Joseph Ghajnsielem
Band Club members have
again celebrated the feast
of Santa Cecilia by holding a
Mass at the chapel. This has
become a yearly event and
is always well attended.

Another Donation to the Gozo National Archives
A Wirt Għawdex member donated to us a substantial number of old Maltese newspapers properly bound into large
ledgers. While we appreciated very much this gesture to safeguard these old records , we felt that their proper
place was the Gozo National Archives where they could be more easily available to the general public.
We therefore presented
them to Dr. Rev. Joseph
Bezzina, Assistant Archivist,
and we are now assured that
they are best placed for their
preservation and use in
research.
As with previous donations
from Wirt Għawdex, Dr.
Bezzina
accepted
with
thanks .
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The oldest free standing stone structures on Earth?
By John Cremona
For many years, the Temples of Ġgantija in Gozo have been considered as the oldest free-standing stone structures in the World. This fact has been recorded for many years in the Guiness Book of Records and it was only during the last decade that such a primacy has been contested by the structures in Gȍbekli Tepe in Turkey. This does
not effect in any way the importance of these unique monuments on the island of Gozo which have been inscribed
the World Heritage List of UNESCO since 1980.
The importance of these temples as a unique monument has been acknowledged for a couple of centuries and
this is proven by the large number of publications, drawings and prints produced during these last three hundred
years.
Before the invention of the photographic camera, I think that none other than the Brockdorff family have left such
a detailed record of the traditional way of life and of the historic places of our islands. Their watercolours, drawings and lithographs, though not all of a high artistic value, give a unique snapshot of nineteenth century life in
Malta and therefore are prized possessions of collectors.

It is not known whether this lithograph was intended
page number indicates that possibly it was intended as
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A substantial amount of watercolours by Charles de Brockdorff are preserved in the National Library of Malta in
Valletta. A particular album includes nineteen watercolour views of the newly cleared temples of Ġgantija and the
Xagħra Stone Circle. This album, known as the Beaufoy Album (NLM Libr. Ms 1161) was commissioned by the Duke
of Buckingham in 1828-9 during his visit to Malta, but because of financial proble4ms of his heirs, the album was
sold off by auction a few years later. Luckily, this album was acquired by the National Library of Malta in 1925.
The lithograph being published with this article is taken from one of these watercolours and in fact, the central
pane is a copy of the watercolour that shows the façade of the temples, whilst surrounding it on three sides are
another seven views of parts of the temples which are again taken from other watercolours by Charles de Brockdorff from the same album but with minor differences. Apparently this lithograph is extremely rare.
In the centre of the lithograph at the bottom it is inscribed Lith.Brockdorff & son 111 Str Reale. This shows that the
lithograph was produced when Charles de Brockdorff was still leading the family business with his children from
one of the shops that he had in Valletta. The Brockdorff family was one of the first which started to produce drawings and lithographs of views of Malta to be sold as souvenirs mostly to servicemen visiting Valletta. The artist who
produced this lithograph is not known. Though the inscription Brockdorff & son indicates that the lithograph was
produced before the death of Charles in 1850, I think that the lithograph is the work of one of his sons rather than
by Charles himself. The lithograph is entitled ‘Front view of the Giant Tower in Gozo’ whilst on the sides it lists the
descriptions of the smaller views which show both temples at Ġgantija.

as part of a book. The fact that it does not contain a
s a stand-alone print. Its size is 163mm x 265mm.
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Before it’s too late…
By Nicoline Sagona
“When we build [...] let it not be for present delights nor for present use alone. Let it be such work as our descendants will thank us for, and let us think [...] that a time is to come when these stones will be held sacred because our
hands have touched them, and that men will say as they look upon the labour, and the wrought substance of them,
See! This our fathers did for us!”
John Ruskin (1819-1900)
I cannot but help thinking how these words perfectly define the current scenario in our nation. Malta’s architectural heritage has been under siege from greedy developers and those in power for quite some time now. Gozo is
no different, even if this is perhaps happening on a
smaller scale. However, we are losing important
facets of our built heritage, irreparable actions
which are making Gozo lose its quaintness, its intrinsic character, its very soul. Decades and centuries of buildings are being knocked down to be
sadly replaced by horrendous faceless structures,
insensitive to the area they are in.
It is not necessary for a building or structure to
have World Heritage status or to be a scheduled
building, or to have been standing for hundreds of
years, for it to be an important part of the built fabric of the island. Many old structures have a story
to tell and it is extremely sad that we are opting for
demolition over restoration and rehabilitation of
old buildings. Unfortunately, many modern build- A rare rural arched passageway between Rabat and Xewkija
ings are soulless; aesthetically, they fail to appeal,
they fail to respect the characteristics of the area, they fail to produce something beautiful for the enjoyment of
future generations. This is not to say that modern architecture cannot happen and/or co-exist with older buildings.
But it should never be insensitive to what came before. As regards
new structures, architects should make every effort to produce
buildings worthy of being inhabited because they are practical but,
more importantly, worthy of being photographed because they are
beautiful, and worthy of being safeguarded in the future because
they are the creation of elegance and an embodiment of the period
when they were created.

A typical vernacular farmhouse door in
Kerċem

We need to wake up before it is too late. We need to do our part
for the preservation of our built surroundings. It will be for the enjoyment of all, for a better quality of life. That which is done solely
for monetary purposes fails to be done sensitively or in good taste.
It is therefore with great satisfaction that one observes 22 entities in
Malta and Gozo, including Wirt Għawdex, signing a declaration last
April, stating boldly that “we can no longer tolerate the current failure of the State to safeguard the patrimony of the nation as guaranteed by our Constitution”. However, this is not enough. Each and
every one of us should make an effort to appreciate better our architectural past, to inform oneself about different buildings and
styles, even the more ordinary and mundane ones, and to take informed decisions about the destiny of old buildings which are not
yet protected by law. We are all responsible for the properties that
we own and there must be a joint effort to preserve what we have
left if we truly care about the future of our island.
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From the Secretary’s Diary cont….
2018 Projects
This year we worked on three projects, all of them funded by the Ministry for Gozo.

Il-BARRAKKA The most visible one is, of course, the Barrakka on the
main street in Victoria (by Astra Theatre). Although at first glance it looks like a
small project that should take a very short time to be completed, it was actually
a time-consuming restoration. It required full Planning Authority permits which
took a few months to be fully processed and allowed us to start with the work.
The Method Statement for the restoration work as set out by Hermann Bonnici,
a well-known conservation architect, involved very detailed work. While the
structure was deemed to be in a fairly sound state, some of the problems
identified included substantial damage to the masonry by salt crystalliztion,
biological growth, black crust formation and mechanical damage such as the result of metal inserts. Restoration
work was needed to repair the roofs and damaged water pipes that were allowing the ingress of water, the
cleaning and replacement of deteriorated masonry, pointing, plastic repair and the homogenistion of the masonry
fabric where needed (the application of a trasparent top coating). All the work was constantly monitored by the
architect to ensure that it was being done according to restoration work guidelines and standards.
Once that work was underway, the issue of lighting was tackled next. Old street lighting attached to the building
was moved and new lighting, more appropriate for the structure, was installed. It was possible to hide most of the
wiring under the floor since travertine tiles were also installed to cover and protect the existing exposed waterproof membrane. Final touches such as an information panel on the outside and an inside commemoration plaque
were also put in place. The Barrakka can now be utilized again and enjoyed for many years to come.

WWII Shelter Complex

The 32-room shelter complex at the
Ċittadella needed a major cleaning out and the sorting out of an ongoing water
–seepage problem. The rehabilitation included the installation of a modern
lighting system with motion sensors, a sound system, several information
panels, signage and staging. While the work has been finished for a while, we
were waiting for some outside work that needed to be done from the
Government’s side. Starting the coming January, we will have the necessary
staff to have it opened regularly. We are sure this site will soon become
another popular attraction at the Ċittadella.

Silos Audio-Visual Presentation

This year we also managed to get funding through the Ministry
for Gozo’s 2018 NGO’s Funding Scheme. We submitted a project application for the introduction of an audiovisual presentation at our Silos site. The main aim of this project was to upgrade the site and give a more modern
and interesting experience to the thousands of visitors who visit this site every year. This presentation is now in
place and is the first thing visitors experience when they arrive at the site.
Reactions to it have been extremely positive. Visitors now get the historical
information of the site via a very professionally done video with voice-overs
in Maltese or English and with subtitles for the hearing impaired. Visitors
with mobility issues who cannot navigate the stairs to the silos room will be
able to view the same presentation on a tablet from just inside the site.
While most of you would have already visited this site, maybe several times,
we recommend another visit to view this new attraction.
Appeal to the PRIME MINISTER - Wirtna, the pressure
group of which Wirt Għawdex is a signatory, met the
Prime Minister and the heads of related authorities to
voice their concern about the ongoing destruction of our
built heritage. I took the opportunity to raise again the
issue of the door and windows overlooking the Ċittadella
ditch. We will continue to pursue this issue.
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For your diary - 2018 Annual General Meeting
The AGM is scheduled for Friday, February 8, 2019. We
will send out notification again closer to the date.
During the meeting we would like to finalize Wirt
Għawdex’s official stand on the proposed Malta-Gozo
tunnel so we hope to see many of
i
you there.
Giovann
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