From the Secretary’s Diary……..
G o z o M i n i s t e r ’ s v i s i t t o M ġ a r r i x - X i n i To w e r

The Hon. Dr. Justyne Caruana, Minister for Gozo, paid a courtesy visit to the Mġarr ix-Xini Tower following our
invitation. She was very interested in the recent upgrades we have been working on which include new
information panels inside as well as on the roof of the tower.
A major upgrade was the installation of off-grid solar panels to provide some night-time lighting to the outside of
the tower. Great care was taken to ensure that this down-lighting is environmentally friendly especially as to light
polution and bird protection and will only be on for a few hours after sunset. We took the opportunity to ask Dr.
Caruana to switch on the system and the result is shown on the front of this Newsletter. This soft downlighting
now makes the tower visible from the water side to anyone travelling on the ferry in the evening. We are receiving
many positive comments about these new additions to this Tower.
Other projects:
Restoration/rehabilitation work on the Ċittadella WWII Shelter Complex has been completed. We are now waiting
for some work on the emergency exit to be completed by the Government before it can officially be opened to the
public.
Restoration work on the Barrakka was delayed due to the National feasts but work should be starting in late
September.
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Requests for group visits to our sites keep increasing and we try our best to
accommodate everyone. We make a special effort when we get requests
from schools and it is very satisfying to see so many young students enjoying
seeing these places which bring to life classroom lessons dealing with our
history and heritage. We had 1,670 students who visited between March and
mid-June of this year.
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Events at the Santa Cecilia Chapel

GHAWDEX - Gozo Museum

Santa Cecilia chapel was the venue for a presentation about the new Gozo Museum under
development at Victoria (the old Lyceum on Republic Street). The architect group working
on the design, Nidum, went over the design plans while two Heritage Malta (Gozo) representatives gave a detailed
report of how the new museum will operate and what kind of exhibits are to be expected. The very well-attended
presentation ended with a Q&A session.
The chapel was again
requested for a musical
recital, this time for a
classical guitar performance.
This concert formed part of
the scheduled events of this
year’s edition of
the
Gaulitanus annual cultural festival. We are always
glad to see the chapel being utilized for so many
different public events giving it a new life.

Concert

Joe Sultana 1940 - 2018

Weddings
The chapel remains ever popular
as an intimate wedding venue.
Besides weddings, in August we
also hosted
our first Wedding Vows Renewal.
We have two more weddings this
year and
are already getting
requests for 2020!

We bid a sad farewell to Joe Sultana who recently passed away. Joe was a long-time
member of Wirt Għawdex and supported our work by giving our membership several
lectures and site tours. Turning from a hunter to an accomplished ornithologist, writer
and environmental activist, Joe and his work will be sorely missed by all.
Rest in Peace Joe.

The current committee
We thought we would put up a photo of our committee
at one of our regular meetings so you can put faces to
the names. This has been a very busy year for all of us as
many important discussions and decisions had to be
undertaken with issues such as Għar Gerduf, the
collapsed Ċittadella wall and the many development
applications in archaeological/historical sensitive areas.
Committee members: Clockwise (L to R) - Giovanni
Zammit, Betty Zammit, Ryan Bajada, Daniel Cilia,
Stephen Andrews, John Cremona, Charles Cassar,
Nicoline Sagona.
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Ċittadella ditch issue carries on........

The Victoria Local council responded to
Wirt Għawdex’s letter with regards to
the collapsed wall at the Ċittadella. A discussion about a next step ended with a suggestion for the issuance of a
joint Press Release, which was unanimously agreed to at the Council meeting. The PR below clearly indicates that
further action is now in the hands of the various Government entities involved, i.e. The Lands Department as
owner of the land; the Planning Authority who required permission to allow servitude; the Superintendence of
Cultural Heritage who should object to the apertures; and the Ministry for Gozo and the Unesco Ambassador
who should protect this proposed Unesco World Heritage site.
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Artists who made us proud
By John Cremona
The Busuttil family of artists originated from Valletta, but through a marriage with a Gozitan lady, this family established very close links with Gozo. In fact, many members of this family made Gozo their place of residence till their
death. Therefore, most of their artistic output is located in various churches and private collections in Gozo. One of
the members of this family was Clemente, who though born in Malta in 1810, lived for most of his life in Gozo
where he died in 1883 and is buried in the main aisle of St Francis Church in Rabat Gozo. To put you in the picture,
Clemente was the
younger son of
Michele, the painter
of the titular painting of the Cathedral
Church of Gozo, and
brother
of
Salvatore,
who
painted the titular
painting of the Parish of Ta’ Kercem.
Other works by
Clemente Busuttil
include the façade
of the Parish Church
of Ta’ Sannat and
the plan of the old
chapel of Xlendi.
The engravings featured with this article show a plan of
the Ggantija temples as well as cross
sections of the temples made on the
design of Clemente
Busuttil and published by Alberto de
La Marmora, an Italian explorer and archaeologist, in 1836
in a letter addressed
to the French archaeologist Raoul
Rochette. This letter
was published in the
first volume of
‘Nouvelles Annales
Publiées par la section Française de
l’Institut
Archeologique’.
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This letter contains the first detailed description of the Ggantija Temples, immediately following their clearance
from accumulated debris by John Otto Bayer, together with two large engravings which show rather precise plans
and cross-sections of the temples and which are being featured with this article.
De La Marmora in his letter makes a very interesting observation about Clemente’s artistic capabilities. He says that
when he visited Ggantija in 1834, he took the measurements of the temples, but when he saw Clemente’s accurate
plans, he decided to use the plans drawn up by Busuttil. This is corroborated by a manuscript note on one of the
original watercolours of the temple sections , now in a private collection, which reads as follows ; ‘ These original
drawings and sections of the Gigantia monument at Gozo drawn by Mr. Cl. Busuttil found very accurate by the
learned Albert della Marmora in 1834 are extremely rare’. La Marmora also informs us that a copy of Busuttil’s designs were also in the possession of Colonel John Otto Bayer who had carried out clearance works both at Ggantija
and at the Xaghra Stone Circle. Plate no 1 shows two sections of the temples made by Clemente, whilst two other
cross sections are by Palaggi. Regarding the back view of the temples La Marmora states that Busuttil’s drawings
were rather rigid and therefore he used the design drawn by himself with the help of a ‘chambre claire’ having the
most amount of sunlight possible. Surrounding the sections are drawings of coins and medals as well as other artefacts reputedly found at Ggantija. Plate 2 shows Busuttil’s plan of Ggantija surrounded by views of the Xaghra
Stone Circle and Hagar Qim taken from Houel’s Voyage Pittoresque. This is because when La Marmora visited
Ggantija, the megaliths forming the Gozo Stone Circle had already been destroyed by the farmer after failing to
reach agreement with the British Government regarding adequate compensation for the land.

Plate 1 is entitled ‘ Giganteja ou la tour des geans de l’ile de Gozo’ and measures 560 x 375mm whilst
Plan 2 is entitled ; ‘Plan de la Giganteja et autres antiquites de Malte et de Gozo’ and measures 410 x 510mm.
7

WHEN A RUBBLE WALL IS NOT A RUBBLE WALL
By Daniel Cilia
As you arrive to Gozo with the ferryboat, just before entering Mġarr Harbour, look towards the area with yellow
rocks and right above you can notice what looks like a
large rubble wall. In reality you are looking at the Żewwieqa entrenchment built by the Order of St John in
1761. This entrenchment is a small bastioned wall that
used to defend Gozo’s main harbour. On the east side of
the wall there are two openings were cannon could have
been engaged.
The entrenchment is along one of the most popular paths
used for hiking along Gozo’s southwest coast. Hundreds
of tourists pass by this mostly unknown heritage site
which is in a very bad state. Wirt Għawdex is trying to find
a way to help to restore this entrenchment. Once refurbished, the wall will be another highlight from the ferryboat, especially if floodlit at night.
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