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Giovanni signing the new contract under the watchful eyes of Minister for Gozo Dr. Justyne Caruana and Permanent Secretary Mr. John Borg.

The new administration at the Ministry for Gozo has again shown its trust and confidence in our society’s work by
assigning us funding for two new projects— the Barrakka on Republic Street Rabat and the WWII Shelter Complex at
the Ċittadella .
This latest contract was signed at our Headquarters during a visit by Minister for Gozo the Hon. Dr. Justyne Caruana.
This was the Minister’s first visit to our Headquarters and we took the opportunity to give her some more details
about our work and our goals and our already completed projects. We also briefly discussed some of our current
issues and concerns such as the expropriation of Għar Gerduf and the over-development within the Rabat town
core. We will also be working with the Ministry to compile a list of properties/sites that we feel should be protected
as part of our heritage and indicating our prioritization opinion.
Minister Caruana reiterated the Ministry’s confidence in assigning us funding for the two projects and also thanked
the society’s volunteers for the sterling work on behalf of Gozo’s cultural heritage. She confirmed that we shared
goals and vision for the future of Gozo’s heritage and looked forward to continued cooperation between the two entities. We have also extended an invitation to the Minister for a tour of all our sites which she intends to take up.
The restoration and rehabilitation work at the shelter complex has already started and we hope to have them ready
by June. At the Barrakka, preparatory work with the architect and discussions with the relevant authorities are underway and the actual restoration work is expected to start in a few weeks.
The restoration of these two sites will add to the increasing list of previously derelict or abandoned sites being given
back to the public for their appreciation and enjoyment.

From the Secretary’s Diary……..

THE HORSE RACING BARRAKKA IN VICTORIA
This old building in Rabat Gozo was built in 1733 in upper Racecourse
Street, which was named as such following the establishment of the
Santa Maria Horse races in the year 1587. Today this is Republic Street.
Originally, only the lower part of the Barrakka was built with the arch
above being built afterwards. In the times of the Knights only two horse
races were held, those of Santa Maria or the Assumption in August and Our Lady of Victories in September. On 15 th
August 1746, the Palji or damask flags were distributed to winners by Gran Master Emmanuel Pinto de Fonseca himself. During the British period, apart from the horse races on the feast of the Assumption, other horse races were
also held, such as the great horse races held in 1864 when Gozo became a separate diocese from Malta. On 6 th September 1896 the first National Feast was held which also included horse races. This feast was discontinued only a
few years ago. Due to its age, on 9th June, 2003 the Barrakka’s roof caved in into the shop below at 11.30 a.m. Luckily no one was injured, and since then the roof has been restored.
Anton F. Attard

WWII Shelter Complex - ĊITTADELLA IN VICTORIA
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Our silos site had a visit by Dr. Francis Zammit Dimech, member of the European Parliament. This was his first visit to
the site and as he toured the different sections, he expressed his surprise at the importance of the site and at how
much was being accomplished by NGO’s like ourselves. He was also quite struck by his visit to the Ċittadella Visitors’
Centre prompting remarks such as ‘first class’, ‘state-of-the-art’and ‘second to none’. The whole visit exceeded his
expectations and confirmed to him once again how much Gozo has to offer. Both Dr. Zammit Dimech and his
assistant planned to return to these sites in the near future.

We continued with our programme of making our sites available to the 6th Formers school-organized cultural visits.
These are held monthly and the number of students showing interest in participating in these tours keeps increasing.
It is gratifying to see the interest and hear the many questions, both by students and teachers , about the sites they
are visiting. We hope that these visits will result in future adults who love and appreciate their heritage.
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Author Anthony Grech chose the Santa Cecilia Chapel
as the venue for the introduction of his latest new
beautiful photographic publication—’Gozo the Island
of Hills ‘. The event was well-attended with many of
the guests seeing the restored chapel for the first
time. Anyone interested in obtaining copies of the
book
can
contact
Anthony
on:
grech.anthony@gmail.com

This year we were asked to once again make the Silos site available for a Ċittadella Treasure Hunt for all the Primary
Schools in Gozo. This meant that we needed somebody to open the site on 13 different dates to accommodate all
the schools. Thanks to our gratious and ever accomodating volunteers, we managed to coordinate this and the last
visits will be taking place in April. These visits serve as a fun activity for the school children and an informative culture
tour for the teachers who accompany them.

2017 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
held at Santa Cecilia Chapel

Our Annual General Meeting was held on March 2. Those who attended were keen to hear about all the projects
completed by the society over 2017 and also to listen to Steve, our Treasurer, outlining our financial situation (quite
healthy) . Showing statistics from our open sites confirmed the substantial numbers of visitors we get. Giovanni
said we are becoming so busy and it is impossible to carry out all our plans without more help. He therefore encouraged anyone who has some time to give and interested in joining the committee to let us know. Discussions went on
over light refreshments once the meeting had ended.

NAZZARRENO REFALO - 2017 Employee of the year
Many of you know Nazzareno (Reno) as the guy daily manning our Silos site for the last four years. Just prior to his
retirement, he was awarded the Employee of the Year award by his employer, District Operations.
Congratulations! Despite his retirement, Reno is still volunteering at the silos 3 days a week.
Note: We still have no volunteers available to open the
silos on Tuesdays and Saturdays. If anyone has a few
hours to give, either at the Silos or, later, at the WWII
Shelters currently under restoration, please contact us.

LAWRENCE CAMILLERI — 1938-2017
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We were sad to hear of the passing away
of Lawrence Camilleri. Not only was he a
long time member but he also served on
the committee as Treasurer for several
years.
Rest in Peace Lawrence.

H I S T O R I C C O R E O F R A B AT G O Z O U N D E R T H R E AT

Wirt Ghawdex, like other NGO’s, has become alarmed at
the overall increase in permits being issued and approved
for the destruction of old homes and buildings to be
replaced with even more box-like, soulless structures all
over the islands. A red flag in particular is the old Rabat
core which has so many development applications
submitted to the Planning Authority, as can be seen from
the adjacent chart. We have written to the Planning
Authority and to the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage
and also issued a Press Release ( reproduced above), to
portray our concerns. Our main issue is the lack of proper
supervision once a permit is approved since,
unfortunately, too many developments stray from the
conditions of their permit with the resulting destruction
of much of the character of the town core. We have
joined other NGO’s in Malta who are concerned with the
same issue and, as a team, we will be monitoring and
addressing this rampant development with the relevant
authorities. By joining together, the very labour-intensive
and time-consuming task of monitoring can be shared. Of
course, our main area of interest will remain Gozo and
Comino and we hope that this monitoring will allow us to
be pro-active instead of reacting to already approved
applications.
anni
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Loved by Gozitans of bygone years
by John Cremona - Executive Committee Member
One of the earliest engravings of a Gozitan subject shows the remains of a Roman statue that was found in Gozo
and which is one of the most important artefacts of the Roman era on the island.
This engraving was published in the earliest history of Malta and Gozo entitled ‘Della Descrittione di Malta, Isola
del Mare Siciliano con le sue antichita’ ed altre notizie’ written by Commendatore Gian Francesco Abela and
printed and published by the printing press of the Grand Master’s Palace in 1647.
Many scholars think that the statue depicts Julia Augusta, the wife of Emperor Augustus represented as Ceres, the
goddess of agriculture and abundance. This is corroborated by the fact that an inscription on a marble base fits the
size of the statue and most probably belonged to it. The inscription is dedicated by Lutatia, priestess of the same
Augusta and wife of Marcus Livius Optatus who was a flamen of Gozo, a kind of high priest of the same deity. Both
the statue as well as the inscription are preserved at the Gozo Museum of Archaeology at the Cittadella. The
statue is dated between the years 14 and 29 A.D. and it shows that at the time there was the practice of the cult of
the emperor and emperess as divinities. The workmanship of
the statue is remarkably very fine and though the statue survives headless and with mutilated arms and feet, yet it still reflects a particular beauty.
The location and date of the statue’s discovery are not known.
Jean Houel states that ‘after the last upheavals on this island
this marble statue was discovered together with some architectural fragments: care was taken to preserve this precious relic of
Grecian art: it has been placed in a niche in the rock carved expressly for this purpose…’ The ‘upheavals’ refer to the refortification works of the Cittadella carried out during the first
quarter of the seventeenth century commemorated by another
inscription formerly in the Gozo Museum of Archaeology and
dated 1623. In the same year the statue was placed in a niche
hewn in the curtain wall facing the original entrance way to Cittadella. Up till recently it was thought that the niche was still
visible blocked on the left hand side of the big archway, but recent works carried out at Cittadella have uncovered a substantial part of the original entrance way and showing therefore
that the part of the curtain wall where the niche was hewn has
made way to the large archway opened in 1956.
Jean Houel writes that he saw the heavily mutilated head of the
statue all splattered in ink in a tailor’s shop in Rabat. He says
that the size of the head fits exactly with the size of the statue
and that it had a garland of laurel leaves around the head. Both
ears as well as the nose and the chin were missing. Houel says
that despite its heavily mutilated state the head deserves to be
preserved. Unfortunately we find no other mention of the head
and its whereabouts were lost forever.
The engraving measures 205mm x 76 mm and is to be found on
page 217 of Abela’s book. It does not have a title but the engraver included the wording ‘D’altezza palmi sette’ denoting the
height of the statue. We do not know who was the artist or engraver of this print.
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When Gozo gained independence (albeit briefly)
On June 10, 1798, the French invaded Gozo as Ganeral Reynier ‘s force landed at Ghajn il-Hawt, despite the valiant
efforts of about 200 Gozitans and the fire from Ta’ Sopu Tower and the New Ramla Battery.
Reynier assured everyone that the French had no quarrel with the local people; they only wanted to get rid of the
knights. Based on these assurances, the French were helped into Chambray by the locals and many welcomed them
with open arms because they had long grown tired of the presumptuous behavior of the Order’s members. But the
Gozitans, like the Maltese, were soon disillusioned by the host of orders and laws that tried to metamorphose the
island’s centuries-old, unruffled tenor of life into an avant-garde, democratic and irreligious society.
One order that surely affected the deeply-religious Gozitans was the demand to close down the convents and friaries except for one for each religious order. This meant the closing of the Franciscan Conventuals and that of the
Capuchins, much to the sorrow of all Gozitans. One can only surmise their shock when they saw some intoxicated
French officers profaning the vacated friaries by sleeping in them!
It was a gigantic task for the Gozitans to stand up to Napoleon’s trained troops.
Luckily, Archpriest Saverio Cassar, a born leader, rose up to the multi-faceted ordeal of leading the fight to free Gozo of the French. His first efforts were to obtain
much needed supplies. When the first ships sent by Nelson to blockage Malta appeared off Gozo, Cassar immediately sent a dispatch to ask for help. This request
was acceded to and barrels of gunpowder, rifles with bayonets and sabres were
immediately sent. Again, he asked for weapons and foodstuff when he learnt that
Sir James Saumarez was in Sicily and once more, he was successful and bullets and
foodstuff was sent.
Cassar knew that it was imperative that the French garrison under Lt. Colonel
Lockey, still besieged in the Citadel after the revolt of September 1798, were made
to surrender. So, when he learnt that some important local people were being
viewed as being pro-French and could considerably undermine the island’s efforts
to come out victorious, Cassar solved the problem by a draconian measure that
those difficult times demanded. He arrested Antonio Mallia, one of the Rabat commandants, and sent him under house arrest and he also arrested 3 Canons of the
collegiate church and sent them in chains to Chambray.

Archpriest Saverio Cassar (1746—1805)

Cassar’s first attack of the Citadel with his half-trained and poorly-armed peasants was unsuccessful. So when Nelson appeared off the islands, he immediately asked to meet the great Admiral where
they discussed the terms of the capitulation should Lockey decide to surrender. Surprisingly, when Alexander Ball, acting on Nelson’s orders, approached the island and
asked Lockey to surrender, he did so. Consequently, on Sunday October 28, 1798, the
articles of the capitulation were signed. Thus, the French Garrison of 217 men marched
out, stopping briefly in It-Tokk to lay down their arms before being marched off to
Mgarr, under a British escort, to be immediately transported to the awaiting ships for
onward transportation to France.
For the first time in its long and chequered history, Gozo had come out victorious in a
very risky and dangerous battle, which the islanders had fought, unaided by their Maltese brethren. For the first time too, the Union Jack fluttered triumphantly on Maltese
territory over the Citadel ramparts.
Sir Alexander John Ball (1756 - 1809)

Captain Alexander Ball soon informed Nelson of the French surrender adding that on the following day “the place
was delivered up in form to the deputies of the island”. As Ball was acting on orders of his superior, Lord Nelson,
and he himself was also representing King Ferdinand of Naples, such a declaration by Ball could only mean that, as
from that day, Gozo had become an independent entity.
cont’d next page…..
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cont’d…..
However, this state of affairs was not to last. Although Lord Nelson was loyal to King Ferdinand and felt that Britain’s help in no way undermined His Majesty’s sovereignty over the islands, Sir Alexander was doing his best to persuade the authorities in London never to let go of Malta. Knowing how strongly Cassar felt about the island’s independence, Ball began to look at Cassar as a major obstacle that had to be brushed aside if the two islands were to
become British colonies. Cassar also realized that most of his colleagues in Malta had changed their allegiance and
were now clamouring for Britain to stay.
In a last desperate attempt, Cassar decided to ask the Maltese Congress for their approval of an independent Gozo
and he personally appeared before them on July 25, 1799. As was to be expected, not only was the request turned
down, but also, new regulations were issued stating that the Custom House and the Office of Public Health could
only exist in Malta and any boat or ship coming to Malta on behalf of Gozitan merchants were to be examined by
the Maltese Customs Officials and all required dues paid.
Gozo was independent for a brief period between 1798 and 1801 but ultimately Cassar’s dream of an independent
Gozo had been crushed.
Information and excerpts taken from: De Bono, Dr. Joe, “Gozo under the French” 1998

New Superintendent of Cultural Heritage

Permits revoked
As we keep following up on the Għar Gerduf saga, we
wanted to ensure that there are no more approved development permits in the area in front of the cave. As you
can see below, there were originally 3 requests for development. The yellow one never gained planning permission and was dropped years ago, while the red one is the
one that was recently revoked following public outcry.
We knew that the blue one had been approved years ago,
and was, in fact , being offered for sale ’with development
permit’. We therefore wrote to the Planning Authority
asking about the status of this last planning permit and
requesting that it be treated the same as the other two
requests. We were glad to be assured that even this third
permit had been revoked and that there are no other
development permits in this immediate area.
We will keep our eyes on this one.

It has been announced that Mr.
Joseph Magro Conti will be appointed Superintendent of Cultural Heritage of Malta replacing
Dr. Anthony Pace .
Mr Magro Conti holds a Master’s
Degree in the management of
cultural heritage from the University of York, a first degree in arJoseph Magro Conti chaeology from the University of
Malta. He also has wide experience on work related to
cultural heritage, including excavations on several archaeological sites.
We congratulate Mr. Magro Conti on his appointment
and we look forward to continuing working closely with
this very important entity.

Thank You
Our volunteers Joanna and Valerie have been helping
with the compilation of a list of properties and sites in
Gozo and Comino that are already Scheduled (protected)
and others that we feel are important enough to also be
safeguarded. This is a very time-consuming exercise
and Joanna and Valerie have spent many mindnumbing hours at our office tracking every single entry
of a large database since 1994! And they did it in record
time to boot! Thank you both for your patient work.

2018 Membership Drive

Special Appeal
We are looking for items that can be used to stage some
of the WWII shelters in the complex we are working on
such as old chairs, bedding, dishes, kettle/Thermos flasks
etc. If anyone has any such items that they would like to
donate for this project, please contact us. Thank you.
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A gentle reminder that Membership fees for 2018 are
due. Renewals can be dropped at our HQ mailbox or
mailed to us. Details are on the Renewal forms or you can
contact us. Thank You to the many who have already submitted their fees—It is your support that
makes our work possible.
Betty

