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Wi r t G ħ a w d e x
Winner of 2016
National Voluntary Organization Award

Wirt Għawdex was very pleased
and proud to be announced the
winner of this year’s National
Voluntary Organization Award.
The announcement and
presentation of this prestigious
annual award was held during a
formal ceremony at the Circolo
Maltese in Valletta . Dr Helena Dalli, Minister for
Social Dialogue, Consumer Affairs and Civil Liberties,
praised the great contributions to society by the
many nominated organizations present and also by all
Giovanni N Zammit , Executive Secretary accepting the award
other NGO’s operating in Malta and Gozo. She also
stated that while the work by those involved in NGOs is priceless, this award recognizes their efforts. The
audience was also addressed by Nathan Farrugia, Chairman of the Council of the Voluntary Sector.
This is the third award in the last five years for our organization - Prix d’Honneur (restoration of Santa
Cecilia Chapel) in 2012 and Gieħ Għawdex in 2014. This recognition encourages us to continue with our
work. Needless to say, these awards are a result of the work of the many volunteers,
members and employees who all contribute to our achievements.

Seasons Greetings

Message from the President
Dear Members and friends,
Another year is coming to its end. At this point in time I would like to address to you
some words of thanks and appreciation. 2016 has been a very eventful year for ‘Wirt
Għawdex’. It has been characterized by two important events, one happening at the
beginning of the year, and the other one almost at its end. The official inaguration of
our headquarters, ‘Dar il-Gvernatur’ at the entrance to Victoria has given to our
society, not only the visibility it deserves but also a very comfortable and convenient
pied a terre, where our activities can be planned, our administrative work can take
Dr Paul G. Pisani,
place, and where we can welcome our visitors. Undoubtedley our headquarters has also embellished the
visual impact of Victoria on the visitor or commuter. Our floodlit premises has made it into the glossy
pages of several local magazines and internet sites.
The second important event which has happened this year is the award to ‘Wirt Għawdex’ of the National
Voluntary Oganization Award. It is a very important recognition of the painstaking work which my
committee, with your support has carried our over the years. Although ‘Wirt Għawdex’ carries out its daily
chores without fanfare and rarely gets press coverage, it gives us great satisfaction and encouragement
when we notice that our effeorts have been noted and appreciated.
During this year we have carried our several major projects such as the restoration of the Old Hospital
facade in Victoria, the chapel at the St. Mary’s Victoria cemetery and the Midwife’s house in Xewkija as
well as several minor projects scattered all around Gozo. We continued with our lecture programme, our
manning and opening of the sites which are under our care and the helping of sixth form students in their
systems of knowledge projects. We have also been honoured with being trusted with the manning of the
Cittadella Vistors’ Centre. We have also offered our help and advice to several Government departments
and entities regarding the preservation and management of the Gozitan antiquities, and some members of
the committee regularly sit on various other committees in representation of Wirt Għawdex, for this
purpose.
I would like to conclude by thanking you, our members for your constant support. While soliciting your
continued participation in our activities, I would like to remind you to renew your annual subscription.
Please rest assured that your contribution is being invested in the preservation of Gozo’s heritage. A
words of thanks also goes to our employees and contractors who under the watchful eyes of Giovanni
Zammit carry out the tasks entrusted to them. I would also like to thank all the various entities who have
supported us during this year, foremost amongst which is the Ministry of Gozo. Gozo has
benefitted a lot from our collaboration in the preservation and appreciation of our heritage.
Finally I would like to wish you and your families a very Holy Christmas
and a prosperous and healthy new year.

Paul
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Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of and
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

Another prestigious award went to our President,
Dr. Paul George Pisani who won the National
Book Prize Award, in the Historiographic
Research category, for his latest publication –

‘THE BATTLE OF LEPANTO:
7 October 1571 An Unpublished Hospitaller
Account’ – (Salesians of Don Bosco)
Anyone interested in obtaining a copy of
this publication can contact us.

From the Secretary’s Diary……..
MEP
Dr
Therese
Commodini
Cachia
requested a meeting with
our organization which we
gladly accepted.
Meeting
at our HQ, Dr.
Commodini discussed with
several committee members
the changing face of NGO’s
and how they need to be
proactive and creative to
access EU funding for their many
worthwhile projects.
She also pointed out that in order
to attract and keep young
members, NGO’s need to invest in
modern communication media since this is the younder generation’s lifeline.
She commended Wirt Għawdex on having already recognised this by being present on Face Book,
internet etc.

Another civil wedding
at
Santa Cecilia Chapel

Smiles all around as the newly
married couple take care of
formalities.

One last warning for the groom-to-be
which he valiantly ignored!

The wedding party ready to
shower the newlyweds with
confetti ( organic of course).

A second couple chose the intimate and romantic Santa Cecilia Chapel as their wedding venue. They felt
it was perfect for their wedding plans and that it provided the perfect setting for their special day.
Another wedding party has already booked the chapel once more for their wedding in May, 2017.
It’s a pleasure seeing the chapel used and enjoyed by so many.
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Cultural visits

Visitors at the silos

The Xaghra Boy
Scouts held a treasure hunt at the Mgarr
ix-Xini Tower

As in previous years, we have taken part in the 6th formers’ yearly cultural programme.

Throughout the year, we continued to accommodate a large variety of groups who requested visits to our
sites. These included groups of students from Gozo and Malta, community groups on organized tours by
their Local Councils or church, special interest organizations such as Scouts, commercial companies, and
just groups of friends who are interested in our historical heritage.
Our sites are frequently attracting groups who are interested in combining culture with fun
activities such as school student groups and team building activities by commercial entities. The
St. Cecilia Chapel, on the other hand, is often utilized for special requests that combine religious
activities with an educational element as we usually give them a historical narrative of the chapel.
It is only thanks to our volunteers, who accept to open up our sites, even at irregular hours,
that we can accommodate so many of these requests. And they do this with great enthusiasm
as evident from the very positive remarks left by these groups.
It is gratifying to see the continuously growing interest in our history and heritage.
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C I T TA D E L L A V i s i t o r s ’ C e n t r e

Photos - MGOZ - George Scerri

100,000 VISITORS AND COUNTING
The Cittadella Visitors’ Centre officially opened its doors in July.
The daily running of the centre has been entrusted to Wirt Għawdex and we were responsible for hiring
staff, seeing that they are trained on the state-of-the-art equipment at the centre and manage their
working hours etc.
With funding provided by the Ministry for Gozo, six very qualified and customer-oriented applicants were
chosen following a public call and interview. They quickly settled into their new job and they now proudly
lead an ever increasing number of visitors through the information panels and the audio visual
presentation.
Just 5 months after its inauguration, Dr. Anton Refalo, Minister for Gozo had the pleasure of visiting the
centre to thank the group for their sterling work in greeting and assisting over a 100,000 visitors
who had only glowing remarks for their experience. As of today, the number of visitors has
reached 130500
Thank you Marvic, Carmel, Lorena, Doreen, Michael and Raymond. Keep up the good work .
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Gozo in Print (20)
by John Cremona Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex
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A Saintly Burial Ground
Probably one of the biggest enigmas in local medieval archaeology are a number of ledger stones
with curious designs sculpted in bas-relief which used to mark the burial place of a number of personages and which were to be found in the old cemetery that existed in St Augustine’s Square prior to the
building of the Don Bosco Oratory in Rabat Gozo. The building of this youth centre between 1946 and
1949 spelt the demise of this important and unique relic of Medieval Gozo.

The copper engraving I am featuring with this article was published by Count Johann Michael von Borch in
his book ‘Lettres sur la Sicilie et sur l’Isle a Malthe’ printed in two volumes in Turin in 1782 about which I
dealt with in article number 16 of this series.
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.cont.........
The engraving features the outer perimeter wall of the Cemetery on which a number of slabs which were
still extant during the Bishopric of Monsignor Paulo Alferan de Bussan. This Bishop claims for himself the
merit for their retrieval from the ground and their fixing on the perimeter wall thus saving them from sure
destruction. I am sure, however, that the retrieval of these slabs was carried out on the instigation of the
Gozitan historiographer Canon Gio Pietro Francesco Agius de Soldanis who took particular interest in
everything Gozitan. In fact, regarding these
slabs De Soldanis writes at length in his
manuscript history of Gozo ‘Il Gozo Antico
e Moderno, e Sacro Profano’ which he
wrote in 1746 as well as on a sheet which
he printed in Rome and about which I will
deal in another article. Both these works
are dedicated to Bishop Alferan de Bussan. In 1755 this bishop visited the cemetery and ordered that the remaining slabs
be lifted from the ground and fixed on the
outside perimeter wall so that they may be
preserved and seen by everyone. Moreover he ordered that an inscription be set
up to commemorate the work and the history of the slabs.Various writers, foremost
amongst whom, De Soldanis, believed that
these slabs marked the burial place of
Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots and noble
personalities who accompanied King Saint
Louis IX of France in the ill-fated crusade
against Tunis in 1270. The casualties of
this crusade were buried in Gozo, being
the closest Christian territory which could
afford a decent burial ground. Other writers
including Count Giovannantonio Ciantar do
not agree with this theory and dismiss the
theory of the 1270 crusade. Whatever the
reason and whoever the personalities buried underneath, the Gozitans since very
early times have shown great respect and
devotion to this burial ground building no
less than fifteen chapels in a very restricted
place amongst which was the Chapel of St
John the Evangelist which is mentioned in
documents for the first time in 1489.
The engraving was made by Cristoforo
dell’Aqua (1734-1787) on the design of
count Borch himself and is entitled ‘Façade
du Cimitiere des française a l’Isle de Gozzo’ and measures 147 x 205mm. I am also featuring a smaller
engraving of the inscription composed by De Soldanis which was engraved on a marble slab fixed on the
cemetery wall in 1755. The size of this engraving is 145 x 82mm. Some of these slabs can still be seen at
the Don Bosco Oratory, in the Convent of St Augustine and at the Gozo Museum of Archaeology. Unfortunately the De Bussan inscription together with a number of tomb slabs have gone missing when the
youths and children started to wreck the cemetery to start the building of their centre on 22 February
1946.
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Restoration Projects update

Two of the street statues that have been restored by our restoration
group.
The top one of St. Joseph is located at the entrance to Lunzjata valley in
Rabat.
The one on the right, another St. Joseph, is located on the way to Ta’
Pinu at the outskirts of Rabat.

St Mary’s Cemetery, Victoria
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Main chapel

St Mary ’s C e met ery, Vic tor ia

-

Main chapel

Pictures on the bottom of the previous page and those on this page show the restoration of the main
chapel at the entrance of the Victoria cemetery at the outskirts of Xewkija (also known as Tal-Barmil).
The work included the restoration of the stonework and water proofing. A new lighting system was also
installed in time for November which is the month when the resting places of the dearly departed are
visited frequently by family and friends.
This is just a fraction of the restoration work that is required to upgrade the old part of the cemetery. This
year a new section has been opened up at the back of the old part including a statue of the Risen Christ by
sculptor Angelo Agius (who also created the statue of St. Ursula at our HQ facade).
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Restoration projects update cont ‘d…..
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The Old Victoria Hospital Façade projec t

Day 1

Day 3
Day 5

Day 7
Day 9

Day 11

The pictures on the left show the reconstruction of the finials that had been lost over the years. The round
parts of the finials were recycled from existing round stones left over from a previous project saving hundreds of euro in the process. The façade is now much more similar to what it looked like in the 1930’s.
The top pictures show stone masons and artisans (restoration team members) reconstructing the flame,
originally flanking one of the main front doors, that had deteriorated beyond restoration. The photos show
the whole process from the plain piece of stone, to the careful sculpting to match the original and the final
placement by the door.
This saw the completion of Phase IV of the project. The only part left to be restored is
the right corner (facing the structure) which currently accommodates two
commercial entities. Hopefully a solution can be found to make it possible to
complete this remaining portion of the façade. We will gladly come back to
take it on once the go-ahead is given.
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2017 Restoration projects preview
Citadel - WWII shelter complex

We are currently in discussions with the Ministry for Gozo
and Local Councils to decide on a list of restoration projects
for the coming year. We are also in the process of applying
for funding from sponsors and EU funding schemes as supplementary
funding for some of the projects.
Depending on acquired funding, possible projects include a 1733 historical
building, ‘Loggia Tal-Palju’, (popularly referred to as the Barrakka) on
Republic Street; the facade of the National Archives in Victoria; Ramla Bay
statue, and the Xlendi Tower. We also plan to have the Mgarr ix-Xini tower
re-pointed as part of our ongoing maintenance work on our sites.
One project we already have the go-ahead for, with funding from the
Ministry for Gozo, is the large WWII shelter comples at the Citadel.
Preliminary work has started including cleaning the site and assessing any
damage. A plan for a new, low-cost, low consumption lighting system is
also being planned.
This is a project that requires work in different areas in order to be
rehabilited enough to open up for the public. We hope to complete the
work required and be able to formally open them up by mid-year. We will
keep you updated on the progress.

Upcoming Event :
Our Annual General Meeting
is scheduled for Friday February 17, 2017 .
Venue: Santa Cecilia Chapel
More information will be sent out to you closer to
the date.

We are also working on some other activities and
events and will advise you all as soon as they are
finalized. We hope to have other lectures and,
hopefully, another cultural tour since this proved to
be so popular .

The Committee wishes all
our members and friends a

2017
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