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2015 is turning out to be another busy year…..
Our president Dr. Paul George Pisani and executive secretary Giovanni Zammit had a courtesy meeting with Hon. Dr. Anton Refalo, Minister
for Gozo. This was an opportunity to introduce Paul as our new President
and also to discuss our ongoing and possible future projects. As always,
the Minister showed great interest and appreciation in the work we do and
has confirmed his ministry’s continued support.
We have already finished several projects, are working on others including the huge project of the restoration of the Old hospital façade (see
inside) and also have a growing list of requests to tackle new ones! This requires a huge amount of
hours for the coordination of workers, required material, getting permits, working with different departments etc. Much of this work could not be done without the ongoing and full support from the
Ministry for Gozo and we will continue with this work for as long as the Ministry shows its confidence
in our work and trusts us with these projects.
Ever since the weather turned milder, requests for group visits to our sites have hugely increased. In April alone, we had 7 special requests from groups such as parish groups, special interest groups, schools etc. from both Malta and Gozo. These groups usually visit during the weekends
when our sites are not necessarily opened. However, we are lucky to have volunteers who invariably make themselves available to open the sites even on days or hours when they are not usually
on site.
Our open sites and our volunteers have also been busy. Our citadel site, which now has Reno
opening up practically every day, has seen a huge increase in the number of visitors, sales of our
publications and donations. This notwithstanding the upheaval that exists around the rest of the
citadel. Valerie and Suzanne have been opening the Santa Cecilia Chapel on Thursdays and Saturdays and this has also increased the number of visitors. They have also opened up specially for
group requests and they have given the opportunity to many to see the restored chapel. Graeme
opens the Mgarr ix-Xini Tower on Sundays (weather permitting) and also helps at the Silos on
Wednesdays. This year even the Tower has had a much larger number of visitors than previous
years and Graeme also opens up for special group requests. Sandra looks after most weekend requests for groups to visit the chapel or our citadel site and we wouldn’t be able to accommodate
them without her involvement. To all of these volunteers, thank you for your dedication, enthusiasm
and pride in showing off Gozo’s amazing heritage to the thousands of visitors you come across.
You are true ambassadors!
This issue of our Newsletter includes updates of our work and projects, interesting articles and
our usual competition and we hope you’ll enjoy reading it.
We wish you all a happy and safe summer.

The editor

Let’s do it GOZO
by Ryan Bajada Committee Youths coordinator of Wirt Għawdex

The 9th of May saw thousands of volunteers take part in a nationwide clean-up of
twenty one locations across the archipelago. The event, organized by ‘Let’s do it
Malta’, was dubbed ‘Round 2’ since it followed last year’s highly successful clean-up, in which
28,772kg of trash was collected by 1,263 volunteers.

For this year’s event, myself, as Wirt Għawdex youth coordinator, and a group of five students
from Sir M.A Refalo post-secondary school, took part in the clean-up work on behalf of Wirt
Għawdex. These students are doing volunteer work with Wirt Għawdex as part of their Systems of
Knowledge project.
Along with a number of other
NGOs and volunteers, we
spent our Saturday morning
walking around the Marsalforn
valley area, gathering all sorts
of discarded items into the
more suitable depths of degradable trash bags. At the
slope of the valley we even
discovered the remains of a
sofa, which unfortunately
wouldn’t fit into any trash bag,
and needed to be hauled away
on a small pickup truck.
By lunchtime a small mound of trash bags had developed, and after
confirming a garbage truck was on its way to carry it all off, we left
Marsalforn valley feeling satisfied we were leaving it much cleaner
than we found it when we had first arrived.
Comment: It never ceases to amaze us that people still choose to get rid of their rubbish by littering our
environment.. With a variety of FREE services such as the Xewkija Amenities site (for cumbersome and
other rubbish) (open 7:30 to 17:30), call in for bulky pickup (22156552), Local councils offering drop offs
and nearly daily door to door rubbish collections , there is absolutely no excuse or logic for this littering.
Let’s keep increasing awareness about the importance of a healthy environment.. Let’s do it for GOZO
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A Polish Count at Ggantija
by John Cremona Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex
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The first time I saw this engraving, were it not for the title, I would have
vouched that this view had nothing to do with Gozo. In fact, I used to think that who
published this view never saw Ggantija because there is no semblance whatsoever with what
Ggantija looks like.
It was two days before Christmas of the year 1777,that Count Michael von Borch left Messina on a
voyage to Malta on what appeared to be a touristic journey. Borch was a meticulous writer who
wrote in detail about the many places that he visited. He used to give particular attention to the
study of mineralogy but one could say that everything grasped his attention. The description left by
Borch of Malta and Gozo is probably the most detailed one that had been published up to his time.
During his visit to Malta he visited many places amongst which St John’s, the palaces of the Grand
Masters and Imdina. He left a very interesting comment
about De Soldanis who was the first librarian of the newly
founded Bibliotheca. Borch says that De Soldanis was of a
very serious and strict character and in 1776 the Bibliotheca
already had among its collection the manuscript of the Maltese dictionary compiled by De Soldanis himself which was
awaiting publication. The four volume manuscript dictionary
by De Soldanis is still held in the Bibliotheca’s Collection and
to this date it has not been published though it forms the basis of all the serious Maltese dictionaries published subsequently.
On 3rd January Borch crossed over to Gozo with the intent
of resuming his voyage back to Sicily on the next day. He
was mistaken because bad weather confined him to Gozo for
a whole week. The storm was providential because during
his forced stay on Gozo he managed to visit a lot of interesting places accompanied by Francesco Gauci. Borch left a
very detailed description of Gozo including the cultivation of
fields for the growing of wheat, cotton, beans and sugar
cane. He gives a description of the town of Rabat and its interesting locations including the armoury which held 6000
guns. He recorded the Roman inscriptions that he saw at Cittadella and in Rabat as well as the medieval ‘French’ cemetery at Saint Augustine Square and Ggantija. He showed particular interest in
the ‘fungus Melitensis’ which grows on the General’s Rock at Dwejra and published two engravings
of this rare plant.
The engraving being shown with this article shows a supposed view of Ggantija though it hardly
resembles anything that he must have seen in reality. It could well be that either the engraver took a
lot of liberty in interpreting Borch’s design taken on site or else it was mistaken with
another location possibly the Roman tower of Ta’ Gawhar in Malta.
Count Borch left Gozo on 10th January 1777 and published his work in two volumes in Torino in
1782.
The engraving is taken from his book ‘Lettres sur la Sicilie e sur l’Isle a Malthe’. The engravings
were made by Christoforo dell’ Aqua (1734 – 1787). The engraving is entitled ‘Vue de la Tour des
Geants dans l’Isle de Gozzo’ and measures 184 x 120mm.
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Religion & Politics in a Crown Colony
The Gozo-Malta Story 1798-1864”

Part II

by Joseph Bezzina

This excerpt from Rev. Dr. Bezzina’s book gives a detailed picture of the harsh
social environment in colonial Gozo in early to mid 19th century.
‘While visiting Gozo in 1834, Dr. Davy was bewildered how notwithstanding the
great fertility of the land and the excess produce of the island, the population was
not flourishing, but was even “worse off than the Maltese.” The distress of the inhabitants was
clearly reflected from the social environment of nineteenth century Gozo and the low standard of living very arduously attained.
“In Gozo, when there is a want of field-work, about one-sixth of the population is reduced to begging.” This staggering revelation of the Royal Commissioners discloses to what extreme state of
impoverishment many Gozitans were reduced to during 1837. It is not far fetched to conclude that
several were actually starving.
People reacted to poverty not only by begging, but also by stealing, by emigrating and by borrowing money. “Beggars appear to grow in the streets. You know not whence they spring!
(Slade)”…… The 1842 census listed 196 mendicants by profession…….
At such times, stealing became widespread….. “When it came to a question of the seventh commandment, poverty often defeated Canon Law”. Even a gold necklace hanging on the main altarpiece of the Immaculate Conception Church, Qala, was stolen in 1838. The culprits were soon apprehended and it resulted from the court proceedings that the first thing they did was to exchange
parts of the necklace for some bread……..
The final safety-valve to poverty was loans. The Monte di Pieta’, erected in Gozo in 1805, lent
yearly large sums of money to alleviate the suffering poor…. Through the Committee for Charitable
Institutions set up in 1815, the Government gave monthly alms and donations amounting to 400
Pounds or 10% of the total vote for both island by 1836…….
Visitors were shocked meeting people so ill-dressed or in rags….head and feet generally uncovered. The dwellings of the peasantry appeared to a visitor “comfortable looking.” Others however
noticed that quite a large number “were more or less ruinous,” even worse than those of the Maltese. A typical rural habitation was modelled on a very ancient and primitive plan, and was not designed for healthy living. …. Sewer was unheard of, and there was no water supply in the proper
sense……Besides being limited in amount, water easily got contaminated and this did not encourage the cultivation of cleanliness……
Medical care was another field that left much to be desired. By 1836, the Colonial Government
was spending only... about 67% of the amount spent in the preceding century by the
Knights……..Of this amount, only 7% was spent in Gozo, though the Gozitans formed 14% of the
archipelago. At that time, there were two hospitals in Gozo. The St John the Baptist Hospital ..…
afforded accommodation to 60 males and 15 females. It was heavily understaffed with only eight
employees, who received wages well below their counterparts in Malta. The St Julian Hospital for
females , founded in 1454, was run by the church. It had a maternity wing and foundling facilities
and could accommodate 50 patients. There was thus in Gozo a bed per 137 inhabitants-much
more than demand, for the people, submerged in an unending number of religious ceremonies,
magico-religious practices and folk medicines, supposed to ward off or cure illnesses, made little
use of the medical facilities. During 1864, there was a mere average of twenty one patients daily;
however out-patient facilities were being availed of more and more, and vaccination, previously
looked upon with suspicion (it was rumoured that the Government used it to spread disease, J. Austin) was increasingly sought. The later deeper appreciation of medical care is parallel to an increase in education.
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MCAST Students volunteering
Some courses at MCAST (Gozo) have a requirement for several hours of volunteer work.
MCAST contacted us to see if we could accommodate a couple of their students to carry out their voluntary work. We gladly accepted and 2 students,
Gilbert and Vladimir, were assigned to us.
After giving them a short introduction about Wirt
Għawdex ‘s aims and its work, the students were assigned a task of sorting through a large amount of
old plans that were recently found. They worked enthusiastically and completed the task within their allotted hours. Both of them said that they enjoyed the
experience and we thank them for their contribution.
This is not the first time that MCAST and Wirt Għawdex have worked jointly on voluntary experiences for the students and we look forward to working together on other opportunities.

Lecture
Our last lecture for this year’s series was in May when we had Dr. Joan Abela talk about new
Gozitan notarial finds that predate any other material up to then. She explained how these records,
going back to the 15th century, were saved from being thrown away with other rubbish and how they
shed light on the amount of commercial, ecclesiastical and other notarial activities in Gozo even that
far back in time.
As anticipated, Santa Cecilia Chapel was packed and the lecture was a big success – a fitting
end to this year’s series of lectures. We will now take a summer break and we hope to re-group in
September. We thank you all for the support and encouraging comments throughout the series as it
makes all the work that goes into organizing these lectures worthwhile.

The setting up of scaffolding around the façade of the old hospital
(Gozo Ministry) and some of the intricate work involved in its
restoration.
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The new maintenance team

Three Hills Fountain
Santa Cecilia Chapel

Replacement of the crumbling balustrades around
the Ninu Cremona monument.

The newly – set up maintenance team has been very
busy going round various
sites and monuments to
clear and maintain them and
their surrounding areas.
Their efforts are easy to spot
as the sites & monuments
they finish look clean and
appealing. Theirs will be a
never-ending task but well
worth it as it will enhance
Gozo by reducing unkempt
areas.
‘Some Things Never Change’ sculpture

1881 Fountain and Cross

Competition

Donation
Again this year, we have received a significant donation of €1,000 from the same benefactors who have been contributing towards
our projects for the past few years. While
they wish to remain anonymous, we would
like to extend our thanks and appreciation for
the sizeable donations they choose to pass
on to us every year. These funds have been
instrumental in making some of our projects
possible. We assure them that all these
funds are used wisely and exclusively towards our many projects.
Thank you

GWL 1/15 issue winner

Gabriel Lauer visited our
HQ to collect the prize hamper she won. Gabriel has
been a member for several
years and was thrilled to
have won the competition.

This issue ‘s question
From the article ‘A Polish
Count at Ggantija’, name 2 of
the things Borch recorded during his unplanned stay in Gozo
due to bad weather.
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Wirt Għawdex (founded 1981)
Member of :
- Voluntary Organazations VO/0227
- Gozo NGOs Association

will receive
A hamper and one year

Free membership

Send your answers to The Editor, at
info@wirtghawdex.org

Address:
Dar il-Gvernatur,
Triq l-Imġarr,
Rabat VCT 9010
Għawdex,
Malta

If you come across this photo
on the internet it’s not real.
It’s a Photoshop work combining
the Salvatur at night with
a California sunset.

Website: www.wirtghawdex.org
E-mail: info@wirtghawdex.org
Office:
21562666
Mobile:
79771981
Editor: Ms. Sandra Jackson
gwl@wirtghawdex.org

Mission Statement
“To Foster the
Knowledge of and
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

