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The beginning of 2015 saw several positive changes in our organization and it promises to be another
eventful and busy year.
In January, a new President was nominated following the end of tenure of Franco Masini, who occupied the
post previously. Dr. Paul G. Pisani was unanimously approved to take on the leadership of our society.
Paul’s nomination is not his first involvement with our organization as he has been involved in one way or
another with Wirt Ghawdex from its very inception. In fact, as a young man, he was part of the group of
youngsters, led by Anton Spiteri, who started this heritage organization and took on the cleaning of parts of
the citadel as their first project. Since then, he has contributed in different ways such as delivering lectures
at our Santa Cecilia Chapel, organizing events for our members at other sites, providing guidance on historical
matters etc.
Paul is a personality synonymous with
Gozo and its culture and heritage and
has contributed to several publications
about history, folklore, literature and
legislation. He is also a member of,
amongst others, the Malta Historical
Society, the Akkademja tal-Malti and
The Għaqda tal-Malti (Universita).
While he is a well-known notary public
by profession, Paul graduated Doctor of
Laws in 1986 and Master in Mediterranean Historical Studies in 2010.
The committee with our new President

Paul has been leading our committee meetings and is already contributing new ideas as a way forward . We
welcome him and look forward to working under his leadership as we tackle new projects and activities in the
coming years.

Upcoming Event

The Notarial Archives-an untapped source for Gozo's lost History
Primary sources held in local archives documenting Gozo’s medieval history
are rather sparse. Much of what we know about life in Gozo comes to us
through the documents of the Gozitan Capitula, which were demands made
by the representatives of Gozo to the King or his viceroy and surviving ecclesiastical records. It is therefore truly exciting that the ongoing rehabilitation
project at the Notarial Archives in Valletta has unearthed new documentation
which reflects everyday life in Gozo and helps us fill in gaping holes in the
island’s history, especially before the sack of 1551. This lecture seeks to present some of this novel material which is currently being studied by Dr. Joan
Abela.
For seat reservations, please send an email to membership@wirtghawdex.org. Those who
do not have email can call or send an SMS on 79771981.

The First Visitors toGgantija
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The engraving that I am featuring with this article is taken from the acts of the Society of
Antiquaries of London which was published in ‘Archaeologia: or Miscellaneous Tracts
relating to Antiquity on 23 April 1829. This engraving is one of a set of three engravings one of which was
dealt with in the second article of this series.

The print shows the larger temple
of Ġgantija known as the North
Temple just as it had been
excavated or better still cleared of
rubble which had accumulated
over the centuries. One may
notice the amount of decorated
stones in various parts of the
temple and which unfortunately
were eroded with the passage of
time. In this engraving the smaller
temple on the right of the larger
temple is shown as still covered
with soil and rubble and in fact it
shows as a mound with some
megaliths jutting from the top.
Interestingly, the old passage way
leading to Ġgantija meandering
through the fields shows clearly
together with the old parish
church of Xagħra and the windmill
The steel engraving is entitled ‘Tribuna of the ‘Tempio dei Giganti’
which still exists to this day. In the
It is marked as plate XXII and was executed by James Basire.
foreground the artist placed two
Its measurements are 176mm x 245mm.
peasants in traditional Gozitan
costume. The man is wearing cotton trousers and a waistcoat and with the ‘ħorġa’ (pouch) on his shoulder and a ‘milsa’ (cap)
on his head. The woman is wearing the traditional ‘ċulqana’ (headgear) and whilst holding a ‘sorra’ (bundle) on her head she
holds a baby in her arms. This is probably the earliest view of Ġgantija after the clearing operations carried out at the
beginning of the nineteenth century.
The artist is Captain William Henry Smyth who subsequently was promoted to the rank of Admiral of the British fleet and
who carried out various studies related to Malta and Gozo in the beginning of the nineteenth century. Unfortunately the
notes and measurements taken by Smyth on site were given to Colonel John Otto Bayer, the resident Governor of Gozo who
died before being able to publish this information. Therefore Smyth published three very interesting views of Ix-Xagħra but
without an adequate description. So in the absence of information from Smyth, I had to recourse to the writings of another
writer who visited Gozo at the same time and who left interesting accounts of his visit. This was the German traveller and
writer Prince Herman Pückler-Muscau who was also a vice-consul in Tripoli. I shall be reproducing word by word his account
because it throws light on the early history of the excavation of Ġgantija;
Mostly the excavations took place between 1821 – 1823, through Mr. Somerville’s incentive( James Somerville was
the second British magistrate appointed for Gozo and at the time of the visit of Pückler-Muscau was the highest
authority of the island of Gozo); the whole shape of the buildings is very neat and it has been calculated that the
whole temple has an area of 1600 square feet. Unfortunately one must always blame the government that, on
account of its shortsighted economy, the work was left unfinished and this had fatal effects; this temple, a
monument the dimension of which is not to be found elsewhere, has already had a lot of its ornaments stolen,
many of its colossal stones have been taken by the locals, broken into smaller pieces and used to build their
hovels. If this had happened in one of Germany’s states, one could perhaps have forgiven, but a country ruled by
Great Britain, what a disgrace!’
This article was written by John Cremona
(Pückler-Muscau Herman, Südsötlicher Bildersaal 1840)

Executive Committee Member of Wirt Għawdex
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Rev. Dr. Joseph Bezzina’s book, Religion and Politics in a Crown Colony –
The Gozo-Malta Story 1798-1864 contains innumerable details of what the
inhabitants and their everyday lives were like at the time that Gozo became a
Crown Colony.
The following are excerpts from this publication which describe the Gozitan
inhabitants of the early to mid 19th century.

The establishment of the British authority meant more than a succession of one variety of alien controls; it effected a change in
both the economic and social life. Yet the distinctiveness of the Gozitan, fostered historically by his geologically-determined
isolation and, as such, deeply rooted in time, remained largely undisturbed. For notwithstanding the closeness and almost
common destiny of the Maltese islands, one cannot speak of a homogeneous character common to the group. Malta and Gozo
differ quite markedly from one another in various respects. And the Gozitans claim to be to the Maltese proper what the Scottish
are to the English, providing most of the energy and intelligentsia. Yet as Italy’s Sicily, Gozo suffers from inattention and
neglect.“Isolated on a small yet pretty island, the Gozitan was ignored and forgotten by almost everybody. His story is in a fact a
long tale of inattention and neglect…a fact that has left its mark on the character of the people . . ”
(Gorg Pisani, Beraq u Qawsalli, Gozo 1976)

An English lady found the Gozitans to be “good, faithful and hardworking”, a British official praised them for being “dutiful and
respectful” and an army doctor admired their diligence in cultivation. The constant toil in which the people engaged themselves
“impressed a certain matter-of-fact solidity on the character of the people, which is, as it were, typified by the somber hue of the
costumes of both men and women.” The morality of the Gozitans seemed quite satisfactory at that time. Their “habits and social
virtues are very remarkable”, observed a medical officer. A Frenchman noticed that their “costumes are much less loose than at
Malta”, because, he conjectured, few Knights had lived there. Yet even after being exposed for many years “to all the evils
attending garrison and seaport town life, the brightness of the faith and the goodness of the lives of the majority of the
inhabitants is indeed something wonderful.” The fact that women went about with bare breasts was a usage which would appear
indecent only to unaccustomed visitors.

Prostitution, however, was not foreign to Gozo.

No less than seventeen prostitutes are registered in the census of 1851, but their

number and perhaps their work were dwindling. Officially none remained the following decade. There was no brothel on the
island. The large number of children show however that sex played quite a part in their lives. Amorous adventures were perhaps
not uncommon, but any mischief arising was many times remedied by a hasty marriage. Unmarried girls sometimes even sought
a pregnancy to force a marriage unwanted by parents.

The

Gozitans were pleasant looking, “well built, of an ordinary stature, with full features and

flowing hair.” Observers noted “robust, industrious and abstemious inhabitants,” “sensibly better
well built than their neighbours.” “Their robust constitution which distinguishes them in no
common measure from their neighbours the Maltese,” was attributed to “the healthy and fine
climate” and also to the fact that they are “very laborious”. Lacroix believed, on the other hand,
that since the land was more fertile than in Malta and thus was less fatiguing to work, “the Gozitan
population attains a more normal development.” “Girls were pretty “and handsome looking; the
most handsome, according to a visitor were those of Nadur. In the years of depression, the picture
was of course quite different, the majority being “squalid and mostly meager and ill-looking”.

Reproduced with the kind permission of the author.
Anyone interested in acquiring the book can contact us on
info@wirtghawdex.org
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Outgoing President
Franco Masini ended his term as President of our society at the end of 2014.
Although his original plan was to stay for 2 years, he actually stayed on for
over 3 years. He was instrumental in getting us funding for several projects
and helped to give Wirt Għawdex much wider exposure. We thank Franco
for his work and for his enthusiastic leadership and wish him well in any future endeavour.

Annual General Meeting
We had our AGM in January, 2015 and
a new committee was confirmed.
While most of the members from the
previous year chose to stay on, we also
have a new member – Ryan Bajada.
Ryan is the youngest (by far!) of the
committee and he is interested in
getting more youths involved in our
society and in the preservation of our
heritage in general.
The whole
committee is eager to carry on with
our work and projects in the coming
year.

Check it out!
Our new website is up and running. It’s a better version than our previous one, much more user friendly
and is totally updated. It includes write-ups of all projects we have concluded and those still ongoing..
You can also read the various articles about Wirt Għawdex and our projects that were published in the
media. It is now also possible to renew/join Wirt Għawdex online as well as register for our events such
as lectures. Do check it out – www.wirtghawdex.org
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New Partnership
This year, we have gone again into partnership with the Ministry for Gozo to carry out more restoration
projects. Started projects include the restoration of the statue of St. Andrew in Xlendi, the retrieval and rebuilding of the tal-Għonq Plinth, the rebuilding of rubble walls around the Plague Hospital in Xaghra and others.
However, the major project for this year
will be the restoration of the whole façade
of the old hospital (which presently
houses the Gozo Ministry and various
other Government departments).
This will be quite a challenging project
both because of the size of the site and
also the scope of the project. Besides the
restoration of the stonework, the work will
include the restoration of woodwork and
metal. This project is part of the general
rehabilitation of St. Francis Square which
will include the re-positioning of all electrical wiring, security systems and the installation of new lighting etc.
A huge project indeed! However, our team
is approaching this project with enthusiasm.

New responsibility

An old picture of the hospital.

Photo courtesy of
Gozo National Archives

We now also have a small group of workers which has been specifically
set up to carry out continuous maintenance of public monuments and
sites. They will be tasked with moving from one project to another
and carry out any basic maintenance work required.
Should any restoration work be required, the project will
pass on to the restoration group. We hope that with the
work that this group will undertake, long-term damage
to monuments and unsightly unkempt environments will
be kept at bay.
The maintenance programme has started and some
landmark monuments have already been completed.
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COMPETITION
Competition in this issue is:
In his article The First Visitors to Ġgantija, John Cremona’s engraving depicts a primitive picture of Ġgantija.
In the foreground on the right hand side of the engraving, the artist placed two peasants in traditional
costume of that era.
Our question is:
Can you name in both Maltese and English the items worn by the man and woman as illustrated by the artist
Captain William Henry Smyth.
Please send in your correct answer by not later than May 15 , 2015 to:
The Editor at: membership@wirtghawdex.org
The first drawn correct entry will win a Hamper of wines and other goodies, and also 1 year free membership
with Wirt Għawdex

Good Luck
SITE VISITORS FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2015
This winter we have managed to open our sites more frequently and this has
given a chance to a large number of visitors to enjoy our sites.
Despite the fact that normally, January & February are the some of the slowest
months, and that there is so much construction work going on at the Citadel,
we have still had a substantial increase in the number of visitors. In fact, about
4,600 people have visited our sites during the first quarter of this year.
A big thank you to all our site sitters—your work is much appreciated.
We have had 3 lectures in the first quarter of this year – one each month. They take quite a bit of work to
organize but it’s very satisfying to see them so well attended and anticipated. We also try to vary the
subject matter to cater to different interests and this certainly was the case this year. In January we had Dr.
Saliba talk about the Polio epidemic in Gozo, in February Paul Cassar spoke about the
artistic value of the three Friaries in Rabat while Joe Sultana entertained a full house
with his nature-related anecdotes related to Gozo at our April lecture.
Our next lecture is scheduled for May 8, 2015 and details have already been sent
out to our members and friends. If you haven't received them, they are repeated
on the front page of this Newsletter.
Wirt Għawdex (founded 1981)
Member of :
- Voluntary Organazations VO/0227
- Gozo NGOs’ Association
Address:

Dar il-Gvernatur
Triq L-Imġarr
Rabat VCT 9010.
Għawdex, Malta
Website: www.wirtghawdex.org
E-mail: info@wirtghawdex.org
Mobile:

79771981

Editor: Ms. Sandra Jackson
membership@wirtghawdex.org

Mission Statement

“To Foster the
Knowledge of
And
Safeguard the Natural,
Archaeological,
Historical
and
Anthropological
Heritage
of the Islands of
Gozo and Comino.”

A gentle reminder to those who still have
to submit their 2015 membership fee.
You can now deposit your fee and
membership information in the letter box
at our Headquarters - Dar il-Gvernatur,
Triq l-Imġarr, Rabat. Alternatively , it can
be mailed to the same address.
We thank you for your support. You
can also check out our newly launched
website where you can apply/renew
on line.

Cultural Legacy book III
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There are still some copies of the 3rd book in this series (Mdina) to be picked up.
Those who still need to pick up their copy can contact us on membership@wirtghawdex.org
We can make arrangements for pick-up .

