The word for GOZO in Punic inscription.
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Forthcoming events

Friday 11th May—Lecture

Gozo Ministry Hall at 7pm.

A lecture will be delivered by Mark Sagona, B.A.(idn
M.A. about Carlo Pisi, the 20th century Italian @tat and
his many works in Gozo, including the monument ofigth
The King at Independence Square in Rabat.

) # Mr. Sagona is a lecturer on art at the Universitylalta and

" $ $ # Gozo 6th Form, as well as being a renowned Gozittst.
% & This lecture is free of charge and will be giverEimglish

- ( May 27th— Guided Tour

% Gozo Legends.

) A guided tour/lecture about myths and legends ftaozo
"ok npom will be given by George Camilleri, author of ‘Realofs

' Fantasy.” All those wishing to attend are askethéet at
the Bus Terminus at 8.45am, and the tour will benfBam
until 12 noon.

"ol + Price—Members—Lm3.00, Non-members Lm4.00, chil-
# o ( dren under 14—Lm2.00

v See enclosed flyer for further details.

$ +, Anyone interested in these events please contatt &et
! (Tel) 21563792 or e-mail wirtghaw@di-ve.com.

%

|
e w&' &' ( (

)+, =)
% 0 %12




A lecture was held on 24th February at the
Ministry Hall, St.Francis Square, entitled
‘Land in Gozo for St. Paul's Grotto in Malta:
Purchase, management and income.

This lecture was given by Rev. Mons. John
Azzopardi, the Curator of the Wignacourt
Museum in Rabat, Malta who delivered a vef
interesting talk on the land purchased in GoZ
by Grandmaster Alof Wignacourt from his
own personal funds, to help sustain the St.
Paul’'s Grotto in Rabat, and its cult.

This purchase comprised vast territories on
the island, with the largest being Ta’ Cenc,
over 1700 tumoli. The stone statue on the
main gate of Palazzo Palina bears witness tq
this benefice. Another property mentioned
was “a room with a clock in the Gran
Castello.” This is most probably the clock
tower facing the square in the Citadel. The
speaker was able to

research the infor-
mation for his lec-
ture from the actua
deeds of purchase
still extant in the
Wignacourt
Museum. We
were fortunate to
be shown some of
these, and the
accompanying
detailed plans

during the lecture. statue of St.Paul in St.Paul’s
Grotto, Rabat, Malta

We are trying to compile a list of all the ‘VR’ bod-
ary markers in Gozo, past and present so would bg
interested to hear from anyone who has memories|of
whereabouts of any you know of. Please contact
Johnny Walsh, c/o Dar Lunzjata address, or telephor
2756 3660.

The Society also would ask for members suggestigng
in designing a flag for Wirt Gawdex. A rough sketch
or general idea would be welcomed.

THE HYPOGEUM AND
TARXIEN TEMPLE VISIT

On a bright Sunday
morning in April, a
small but enthusiastic
group of members
crossed the channel on

Y avisit to the
0 Hypogeum and

Tarxien Temples.
Expecting a pristine red
minibus, we were met
by another piece of
Maltese heritage—a
yellow bus—which
bumped and jostled its
way to Paola.

Restrictions on party

size meant that we split into two groups. The Hypo
geum was a real treat. We were impressed with the
layout of the site which had only been exposedeby d
molishing four houses. Starting in the displaymyo

we familiarized ourselves with the historical exan

of the underground structure and the manner of the
excavations. Several artifacts removed from the
tombs were on show. Through a glass wall, the uppe
level of the site was visible, bathed in subduglatli

Next followed an audio/visual display, before we
ventured underground. A labyrinth of passages
revealed fascinating features, including an ancient
sound amplifier (the “Oracle”) and red ochre spiral
paintings.

Crossing to the nearby Tarxien Temples gave us a
welcome breath of fresh air. Although these temple
were more familiar ground, we were guided by anothe
enthusiastic guide, who was so clearly proud of his
heritage.

Stopping briefly at the St. Anton gardens for esfr-
ments on the return to Gozo, we all agreed thagis a
trip to remember.

John Blizard



The Dg ajsa tal-Latini “Charmaine”

By Peter Goodwin

After a quick trip to Comino in a heavy sea, wekdhe Charmaine out of the water for
her wintering and refit under the auspices of lln has spent the best part of fifty years on the
sea and has a long history of boat restoration aaidl making. His sailing prowess is extensive,
from captaining a Greenpeace vessel to racing sihginded across the Atlantic.

With the ferilla we had spent much of the summéChez Amand’ waiting for the wind either to
freshen or die down. | decided that if | wanted&d regularly 1 would have to keep the engine,
otherwise the only beneficiaries would be Tony &adhmy in the Gleneagles Bar! Originally
‘Charmaine’ was twin screw (two engines) but hadrbeonverted to a bigger single screw some
years ago. | was keen to recycle as much as pessbl as the original greenheart wood
mountings from the discarded engine were stilléhé&rwas an obvious choice to remove and
re-use it, especially as greenheart is now an egdesd species. Greenheart is a strong, dense
high-quality wood that has a reputation for longgviinder extreme conditions and was com-
monly used in Europe as pilings for wharves andldes. It was therefore an ideal wood to
recycle and use to make the new mast mountingstiied exposed parts.

In the old days the masts would have been madedebested tree trunks and brought over from
Sicily. However, the current cost of this would énvd»een both prohibitive and a logistical night-
mare, so | decided to order the pine for the mé&sis Malta. This meant that the timber had to
be manufactured to give the required lengths. Ad fitage lan had not worked out the exact
length of the masts so planks were glued togetharléngth of about 25 feet then cut down to the
required width for machining to round. The resugimff-cuts gave us long lengths of
planking to use on other jobs. | decided to exdaath suggested diameter for the masts and had
them machined to 105mm by Ray Zammit from Vict®iace the precise length of the
masts had been calculated they were trimmed to kizew have a fine array of very expensive
coffee table legs!.

Story to be continued ... ... ... ... ... ... ...

The next Newsletter continues the trials and tations of the ongoing restoration.



DELVING INTO THE PAST

Bailiff Fra. Jacques Francois de Chambray

By Angelica Coppini; youth section of Wirt @wdex

A focus on cultural and historical aspects of
traditional life in Gozo in bygone times.

Born of a noble French family at Evreux in the
Champagne district on France in 1678, Chambragy
joined the Order of St. John at the early age of 1

NJ

His military career started during the battle of
Oran against the Algerians, where the valorous
knight was twice wounded. The heroism he
displayed in the battle, won him the coveted pos
of commandant of the Fleet of the Order. He
successfully burnt and sunk many a Turkish
galleon.

In 1781, he was promoted Assistant General of
the Fleet, and a year later he captured the Turkigh
Imperial Galley with the world-famed Admiral
Ali on board. In 1733, Chambray was elevated
to the dignity of Knight Grand Cross, created a
Bailiff and awarded the Commandery of Metz.

He resigned from active service when he was 60
years old, but was chosen as an advisor to the
Sacred Congregation of the Council of War.

He carefully inspected all the fortifications of
Malta and Gozo, and decided to build, at his
own expense, the magnificent Fortress in Gozo,
named after him, to replace the crumbling redoubt
of Ras el-Tafal, overlooking Mgarr Harbour.

He died on 28th April 1756, after having suffered
a double attack of apoplexy. Having spent all
his fortune in the erection of this fortress, he
stipulated in his testamentary will, that the
Gozitans must in perpetuity pray for the repose
of his soul “ex justizia.”

A note from your
Membership Secretary:

As of April 2007, we have 64 active members. All
outstanding membership cards are being enclosdd|wit
this newsletter. Anyone who has paid the membgr
fee and still does not have a card, please phottg Be
on 2156 3792. (you can leave a message)
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MORE “VR” BOUNDARY
MARKERS

Mgarr Road, near the Gozitana site.

Mgarr Road,
opposite
Eucharist
Mercieca car
sales

On the Marsalforn Road

Another three boundary markers have been located in
Gozo. The editor was informed by two members where
these were situated. | am sure there are morefand
you know where they are please inform Johnny Walsh
at the Lunzjata Valley address.



