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Forthcoming events 
 
 
Saturday 24th February.   
Time:  6.00pm 
Venue:  Conference Hall, Ministry for Gozo 
Admission:  Free (No booking required) 
 
A lecture entitled “Land in Gozo for St. Paul’s Grotto in 
Malta: Purchase, management and income (1617-1961) 
The lecture will be by Rev. Mons. John Azzopardi who 
is the Curator of the Wignacourt Museum in Rabat.  He 
was previously Curator of the Cathedral Museum in 
Mdina for many years.  He has many publications on 
various aspects of Maltese history to his name. 
 This lecture is in English. 
 
Saturday 24th March -  To be confirmed. 
 
Sunday 15th April 
Time:  Depart 8.15am ferry.  Return 2.15pm ferry. 
A guided tour of the Hypogeum and Tarxien Temples is 
being organised.  Due to the restriction at the Hypo-
geum site, allowing only 10 visitors per guided tour, we 
have booked 20 tickets for this event.  This way, while 
10 members are visiting the Hypogeum, the other 10 
will be having a guided tour of the Tarxien Temples and 
vice-versa. 
The cost is Lm7 for adults and Lm3.50 for children un-
der 12 (please note that children under 5 are not allowed 
into the Hypogeum).  This includes tickets and tour of 
both the Hypogeum and Tarxien Temples, plus trans-
portation from Cirkewwa and back.  FERRY FARE IS 
NOT INCLUDED. 
Tickets will be sold on a first-come, first-served basis.  
If oversubscribed, a second trip will be organised at a 
later date. 
 
 
May  -To be confirmed 
 
 
Anyone interested in these events please contact Betty 
on (Tel) 21563792 or e-mail wirtghaw@di-ve.com. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Our AGM was held on December 1st 2006 at the 
NGO Centre.  About 30 members were present.  
After the President's address, the Administration 
report and the Financial reports were read and 
approved. 
 
The ongoing projects were discussed and ques-
tions by the members were answered by the 
President and Executive Secretary. 
 
In discussing possible activities for the coming 
year, the participants were asked to give 
suggestions of what they would like to have.  
These suggestions are already being considered 
and, in fact, our first activity in the forthcoming 
events on Page 1 was one of the suggestions as 
was the Hypogeum tour. 
 
There was a call for any members who would 
like to serve on the committee but unfortunately 
there were no volunteers.  Therefore, the 
committee remained unchanged and are as 
follows: 
 
Mag. Paul Coppini President 
John Blizzard  Vice President/           
                                       Publications 
Giovanni N. Zammit Exec. Secretary/ 
   Projects Co-ordinator 
Charles Nelson  Treasurer 
Stephanie Coppini P.R.O. 
Betty Zammit  Membership Secretary 
Johnny Walsh  Newsletter Editor 
John Cremona  Member 
 
Following the meeting, light refreshments were 
served and it was a good opportunity for the at-
tending members to mingle and socialise. 
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INAUGURATION OF THE REPLICA OF 
THE EX-VOTO PAINTING AT MGARR 
 
On Sunday February 4th 2007 a replica of the origi-
nal stolen ex-voto painting was replaced in a cere-
mony presided over by Mag. Paul Coppini, Wirt 
G� awdex President, and inaugurated by the 
Hon.Minister for Gozo Giovanna Debono, followed 
by a blessing by the G� ajnsielem Archpriest, 
Fr.Frankie Bajada.  The ceremony included the 
Mayor of G� ajnsielem, Francis Cauchi, Wirt 
G� awdex committee members and members of the 
public. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This replica was produced from a  photograph of the 
original painting provided by  Joe Caruana  and 
was reproduced photographically onto canvas 
which gives the appearance of the real painting and is 
situated in the alleyway behind the Pump House at 
Mgarr Harbour. 
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DELVING INTO THE PAST  
 

Birds and Fish of Gozo 
 

By Stephanie Jean Coppini, Wirt G� awdex PRO 
 

A focus  on  cultural  and historical  aspects of  
traditional life in Gozo in bygone times. 

 
Throughout the year, various types of birds cross 
over Gozo, such as yellow wagtails, skylarks, 
common turtle doves, quail, falcons and eagles, 
which were however targeted at immediately by 
our hunters.  Hunters were under the patronage of 
the Government, but they still were curtailed to 
hunt in specified areas.  These areas were found 
within Garriska, tal-Mahal, San Pawl, Ta’ � enc, 
Mgarr ix-Xini, il-Kortin tal-Imgarr, in-Nuffara, 
Brieken, Rdum il-Kbir, Rdum iz-Zghir, fil-Kortin 
overlooking Wied ir-Rihan and Wardija. 
 
These hunters were obliged to hand over all 
falcons to the Grandmaster of the Order of St. 
John, who in turn, sent them to the Vice-king of 
Sicily and other kings.  This was the custom since 
the reign of Spain’s King Charles V, who had 
given to the knights of the island of Malta, Gozo 
and Tripoli on the 23rd March 1530, on condition 
that the Grandmaster had to send him a Maltese 
falcon as a token of recognition money, every year 
on All Saints’ Day, ie. The 1st of November.  This 
went on throughout the reign of the Order in 
Malta, ie. until 1798.   This ceremony was 
re-enacted symbolically in Malta last November. 
 
Our sea is so rich in fish, as is still evident from 
the fish market boasting of all kinds of fine fresh 
fish, set up every day from the early hours of the 
morning at It-Tokk, Victoria.  It was even set up 
in the times of Gan. Piet. Frangisk Agius de 
Soldanis.  Malta itself was indebted from around 
Gozo.  De Soldanis claims that in the past, our 
fishermen used to set out at sea to catch tuna, 
but they soon gave up due to the huge expenses 
involved and the damage caused by the wind.  
Obviously, this is no longer the case today. 
 
 
(Translated from Mons. Dun Guzepp Farrugia’s Maltese 
translation, 1936.  G� awdex Bil-Grajja Tieghu, Vol.I. Of 
Agius de Soldanis’ manuscript, Gozo Antico e moderno, 
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The Dg� ajsa tal-Latini “Charmaine”  
 

By Peter Goodwin 
 
My father was good with his hands, a gifted pianist and 
brilliant model maker. He made an award winning ‘O’ 
gauge train set from scratch with a lathe, old tobacco tins, 
beer cans, bottle tops and wooden cigar boxes. He helped 
me make a model fishing boat. Little did I know that some 
50 years later I would be embarking on the real thing. 
 
My story begins in the summer of 2005 when I met Alan 
McTeer whilst watching a rugby match in a local bar. We 
soon became friends and I learned of his project with a work 
colleague Ian Kingsley-Brown to buy a luzzu and convert it 
to a traditional sail boat. A luzzu in good condition was 
hard to find and in the end they bought a ferilla, a slimmer 
sleeker version, spending the winter converting it to sail. It 
was initially launched at Qbajja and the summer was spent 
putting it in and out of the water every time we wanted to 
sail. It is now berthed at Mgarr. I decided to join the team 
and embark on a similar project but with a bigger boat. I 
too had a problem finding a suitable boat but as luck would 
have it, Ian spotted a luzzu as soon as it came on the market 
at Mgarr. After a sea trial, a deal was struck, including a 
berth on the Fishermen’s pontoon just under Gleneagles 
Bar. “Charmaine” is a good example of a luzzu being one 
of the last Gozo boats made in Victoria by the Vellas and 
owned from new by Charlie Meilaq, from Nadur. 
 

Buying a fishing boat in Malta is a bureaucratic nightmare. 
Forget about the EU, Brussels, free movement and owner-
ship et al…..it does not happen here! A few times I felt like 
throwing in the towel, but my Scots spider folklore hero 
Robert the Bruce kept me going. Why did nobody tell me not 
to buy a boat over 6 metres? As for my fishing quota…..! 
Why the Fisheries Department and Malta Maritime Author-
ity are not under the same banner ceases to amaze me, it 
was like a game of ping pong and involved numerous trips 
to Valletta. Why do they even bother having offices in Gozo 
when all decisions are made in Malta? Eventually all the 
paperwork was completed and “Charmaine” was mine. 
 
Story to be continued … … … ... … … … …  
 
                                                                                                  
The next Newsletter will feature the trials and tribula-
tions of the ongoing restoration. 
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2007 Membership Fees 
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Update from The Secretary 
 
0�� ���� ������ ��� ;�������� ��� ��
�� ���� ���
��
���������� ������	� ���� &::+�� � ��� ���
� ����.
��	� ��� 
������� ��� �
��� ���� ���
�� ������ �����
�
��������

����
��������
������
<�������=��.
������ &>��� ���� ���� ������ ���  ����� &>���
#
��� �����

� ��� ���� ���

�����-�� � 0�� ��
� ��.
������ ����� ���
�� 
������
� ��� ��
�� ��� !����.
���
� ��
����� ��� =�����
�� ��� ������������
������
?�
�		�
��������
�
$�����������������
��
�����������
����������@�.
��	���� 2� $������� $���
�
� #����� �������.
�����������
����

�����-��
�
�� ������	� ����� ����  ���
���� ���� ��/�� ��
�
�

����
�������
��

��������	��

�������������
���� �������
<3	���
�� ��
.4�������  	���� ��.
A����$����������������������� �	�/������
����
�� <����
�����	�
�		�
�����������������
�

�������� ��� ���� 3	���
�� ��

� ��� ��� ����
�
������ ��������8��1����B�����C���
	����� �������� ����� <��  ����� *'
�� ���	���
����� ��
� ����� 
��� ���� �

� ���� ��������
� ��� ���
����
������
���������� 	������� <��
��������� ���1� ��
�

�����������������	
�������
�������������
��
�����3���!�������!������� �������	���
� ��� ����
�����
��������� ���1� ���� ������ ������������
������� ���� ���� �
������ ������������ ����

���
�� ���	��� ����� ��� ;���� &::+� ��
� ����� 
��� ���
���������������������
����
�
�
���������

� � � �  


