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Work In Progress -

From the outside it appears that nothing much hesnbachieved, ’
but to date, the Dgpjsa tal-Latini has received three layers o
undercoat on the inside hull and work has commermedhe
crossbeams. The boat can now be seen quite cleathe M arr
boatyard, near the pump house as all other boatsimthe water.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MALTA
is organising a course entitled:

Malta: An Archaeological Treasure House
in an Island Context

aimed at anyone interested in gaining in-depth kngw
edge of Malta’s archaeological heritage and the
Island’s place in the Mediterranean.

This is to be held from Monday 23—Saturday 28th
October 2006 both in Malta and Gozo.

The lecturers are:

Prof. Anthony Bonanno
Mr. Charles Dalli

Dr. Nicholas Vella

Dr. Reuben Grima

Dr. Timothy Gambin
Dr. Sandro Lanfranco
Prof. Anthony Frendo

For more information or to book your place, pleasq
contact

Ms. Patricia Camilleri, President—Archaeological
Society Malta

Email: president@archsoc.org.mt

Tel: +356 2138 6756 (evenings)

Or apply online at:

Http://www.archsoc.org.mt




What has happened to the Victoria Regina
(VR) boundary marker in the road between
Victoria and Gharb, St.Lawrence?

Stephanie Jean Coppini, PRO

These VR rectangular stone slabs were built dur-
ing British rule in Malta, in the time of Queen
Victoria. Their aim was to serve as boundary
markers, indicating that the land behind them
was government property. These boundary
markers, which were quite common in our is-
lands, have now almost disappeared, sometimes
not only accidentally but even purposely stolen.
The VR marker, in an exceptionally good condi-
tion, placed midway the road connecting Victo-
ria to Gharb and St.Lawrence, has very recently
disappeared during the massive construction
works currently carried out on this arterial road.
This is shameful — another precious loss to
our ever dwindling national heritage.

Photograph by Johnny Walsh, a few weeks prior to
start of the road construction works.

Obituary

It is with sadness that
we report the death of
Fr. Gigi Camilleri S.J.,
on the 10th May 2006.

A local personality and

known to many people,

especially for his 44-

year long missionary

work in India, he was a
member of Wirt Gawdex and participated in
almost every event over the years. He eV
accompanied Wirt Gawdex on one cultural trip
to Sicily, where he concelebrated for us the Hg
Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of Tear
Syracuse.

He will be missed by friends and all in Wir

family, including his brother Lawrence — ex
Treasurer of Wirt Gawdex—and the Jesui
Community.

G awdex, and our condolences are sent to Jv
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Did Giants inhabit Gozo?

A myth unraveled

By Stephanie Jean Coppini, Wirt @vdex PRO

History is witness to the truth of every era, ydthaut archaeological remains, history remainsldutiThe
case study in issue revolves around the mysteryhehgiants ever inhabited our tiny island.

The starting point is the meaning to the wordafgs” (“gganti” in Maltese”). Historians interprestdiffer-
ently from the man in the street, imagining thenpawerful, fierce people—while our common view bémn
is of being strong, sturdy and huge persons. Suisterians like Chiericato, claim that giants armenf the
offspring of the devil and the human being. Froenr&io, Ebreo and Tornvelli's accounts, it appehss
Malta and Gozo were indeed conquered by giantsialtieeir central position in the Mediterraneanwsen
Europe and Africa.

According to Kan. Gian. Piet. Frangisk Agius a#danis, many writings and artifacts can be fouodabo-
rating the existence of these giants. St.Augustoeunts how he saw a human molar so large toatit be
broken down into about a hundred of our normal msoldn 1558, the Grandmaster of the Order of 8h,Jo
De Redin, was awarded one similar molar, who im ttawarded it to Pope Alexander lll. Gian.Frangisk
Abela recounts the finding of a huge human bodylembikcavating to build Fort Manoel. On Ta’ Kulfatl,
in the vicinities of Nadur, right into Déet Qorrot, there still can be seen huge slabsarfes one on top of the
other—called ‘il-g alga ta’ I-imsaqqfin’ (literally translated intoelffield of the roofed’). Huge stone slabs,
placed on top of each other in the dry-stone methpgear at ix-Xaghra ta’ [-@zzenin, near tal-Gjun.
Until de Soldanis’ days, it was known at “Torri-taganti” (the Giants’ Tower).

Abela notes that in Xewkija, until 1647, where tthurch of St.John stands today, there was a $lageof
stone resting on four others, each the heighthafraan. De Soldanis recounts how he knew of a neanasd
Zammit from Gharb, nicknamed “il-ggant”, who died 1740, renowned for being nine ‘xbar’ (nine spafs
the human hand). De Soldanis saw in a field knas/itax-Xaqqufiet, Gharb, the large foundations wiveer
built by giants, when the field was being dug opitb owner Dun Salv Galea, once the parish poéstadur.
In the field was also a well, constructed so dewpuwsing huge stones, that it was considered infpegs be
built by people other than giants.

(translated from Mons.Dun Guzepp Farrugia’s Malteseslation, 19365 awdex Bil-Grajja TieghuVol. |, of Agius de Soldanis’
manuscriptGozo Antico e Moderno, Sacro e Profamdich was never published.)

On a personal note, | add that although de Soldamise of our greatest historians, we cannot bel&! he writes. This case-study
raises the question whether giants inhabited damds. It is true that the mentioned places edjsidile some still do. In fact, our
UNESCO World Heritage Site, is precisely named Ggawith a legend of a giantess associated wittHibwever, our sarcophagi
and catacombs prove that our ancestors were qué# g height. So do our farmhouses—doorwayselegively low. Thus | con-
clude that if a person was taller than the restybield be looked upon as being abnormal—a giansid®s, the measurement of nine
‘xbar’ is very subjective—using the spans of thadhas a quantitative measure really depends osizbeof that hand!
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There is a spare seat on
the committee for a
Secretary

Could this
Be YOU?

Please phone Betty -
21563792
if you are interested.
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Photographs by Xlendi resident, Johnny Walsh

On a light-hearted note - (!
A message from your
Membership Secretary’s |3
adopted cat:

Hi, my name is Figgy and |

am a very cute 1% year old @
male ginger cat. Although | am a stray <
cat, | am not very good at defending m E)
self and I like nothing better than being
held in someone’s lap and to be petted.|;
have found refuge in a lovely garden an$
am very well fed and looked after by thejy
owners of the garden. However, they
travel frequently and | hate staying outsig
alone and miss having human compan
especially because then | have nobody
protect me! So my present “owners” are
looking for a more permanent home for
me where | can spend a lot of time indog}
with someone who loves petting me an .'H
will love you in return. If you are this
special person for me, please contact
present mummy and daddy on 7956194




