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Message from The President

I would first like to congratulate our new editor John
Walsh for such a good job with the previous number
of our newsletter. It is now hoped to issue this news-
letter on a regular basis. Eventually members will be
receiving it via e-mail. Printed copies will only be sent
to those who cannot be contacted in this manner.

It has been noticed that not all members have as yet
renewed their membership for this year. Those who
have neglected to do so are encouraged to send their
fee at the earliest. It must be realized that our Society
depends heavily on the contributions it receives.

There were members for and against the Ta’ Cenc
development and it was therefore decided to invite all
interested members to an information and decision-
making meeting, where a separate vote was taken on
each part of the development plan. However, it must
be emphasized that our position was only taken after
a lengthy presentation by the developers and a sepa-
rate vote on each part of the proposed development
was taken.

As regards our projects, I am glad to state that the
restoration of the Dghajsa tal-Latini is proceeding at a
good pace. John Walsh, Nigel Brittain and Jayne
Clarke are giving the Caruana brothers a helping
hand, in an effort to complete the job in good time.
More members are invited to offer some of their free
time in this regard. We have been entrusted by Gozo
Channel Co. Ltd., with the sale of the booklet by
Joseph Muscat on the Gozo Boat, which was
published with the aim of raising some funds for the
project, The restoration of the Mgarr Ix-Xini Tower
will continue with the installation of the wooden
apertures and bridge in the summer months. After
these are in place, we would then be able to proceed
with the restoration of the vandalized parts, and
hopefully inaugurate the completed job next autumn.
Now that an agreement was signed with the Gozo
Ministry for the joint administration of the St.John
Demi-Bastion on the Citadel, we look forward to the
commencement of the works on the presentation we
plan to install in the Gunpowder Magazine and the
war time shelters on this site. This project should be
quite an attraction to tourists and lovers of our
historical heritage alike.
Paul Coppini.

Sunday May 28th - we will be organising a guided tour to
St.Paul's Grotto, the annexed catacombs and the Wigan-
court Museum in Malta. A separate flyer with cost, time
ete. is included with this newsletter.
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4th June - ‘Behind the Scenes Tours'. A special guided

tour of the areas in Vilhena Palace usually closed to the
public, organized by Heritage Malta.
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On the evening of Wednesday 28th June, in conjunction
with Heritage Malta, we will be following the heritage
trail, including re-enactments followed by a barbeque at
The Gran Castello—the Citadel, Gozo.
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A fund-raising BBQ evening is planned for the end of
August. As last year’s event was very popular we have
decided to organize another one, possibly at Dwejra, to
watch the glorious sunset.

oo R

Rarly autumn — Legends of Gozo tour.
A coach tour around the island
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27th September—Valletta and its fortifications’. Another
heritage trail, organized by Heritage Malta on the occa-
sion of the World Tourism Day. This trail ends with a
lecture on fortifications.
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Timings and prices for these forthcoming events will be
notified nearer the dates.

As part of our continuing cooperation with Heritage Malta
we have made an arrangement for Wirt Ghawdex members !
to receive a discount if they wish to join Heritage Malta.
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Individual adult membership is Lm10 instead of Lm12
Family membership is Lm18 instead of Lm20
Students and pensioners are Lm7 instead of Lm8

On joining Heritage Malta, you will be able to visit their
museums and heritage sites free of charge.

Contact our membership secretary, Betty for an application
form—phone 21563792 or call into the Heritage Malta office
in The Citadel, Gozo and show them your Wirt Ghawdex
membership card to gain the discounted price.












