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The word for GOZO in Punic inscription.
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The Wirt Ghawdex newsletter Message from The President

now h as a hame. Th.anks to our hardworking committee mempers, we hgve

striven to make some progress on our major restoration

After deliberations from the committee who were given a projects, namely the Mgarr ix-Xini Tower, the Dghajsa tal-

number of suggestions, it was decided that GWL would be latini and the Santa Cecilia Chapel. The Society is about to

suitable. sign a partnership agreement with the Gozo Ministry, which

will commit us to co-manage the gunpowder magazine

Both Gozo and Ghawdex have been traced by the Latinist anid battery in the Cittadel

scholar Joseph Busuttil to one plausible derivation from origi-
nal ‘GWL’ found on a Punic inscription incised on a marble
slab 14x16cms dating back to the 3rd Century BC, reputedly
discovered in Rabat, Gozo in 1885.

You are definitely all aware that the Santa Cecilia project
has not yet taken off. Though the site was expropriated way
back in 1997, we have not yet been allowed to take posses-
sion, as compensation problems with the owners remain
unsolved. Some progress was made recently during a meet-
ing we had with the Minister for Gozo, and new proposals
are being submitted. We surely as yet do not possess the
funds required for a full and professional restoration of the
chapel. However we plan to do some emergency interven-
tions on the roof as soon as we gain access to the building,
as rainwater is continuing to seep inside causing consid-
erable damage to the structure.
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Jie do With regards to Mgarr ix-Xini Tower, | am now in a position

to state that the main door, drawbridge and windows,
designed by Stephen Spiteri, will soon be constructed at the
Government workshop with materials provided by Wirt
Ghawdex. As soon as the tower is rendered secure from
vandalism, we would then be able to proceed with the

necessary repairs, and hopefully the project will be

GWL inaugurated sometime this summer.

Amarsla siab camying eight Ineg of elegantly insciibed Punic fex.

| cannot overemphasize the great need we have of raising
more funds for these and any other projects we might take

The slab — today in the M us e um of Archaeology in Victo- in hand in the future. Last year, fund raising was practically
ria—is broken off on the left and, unfortunately, a large part limited to our three outdoor activities, which were very well
of the inscription-textismissing too. attended and at times also overbooked. We continued with

the sale of our publications, namely the Jean Hoeul booklet
and the Salvatore Busuttil print which, together with
“The people of Gozo erected and restored the three...... membership fees have rendered a few hundred Maltese liri,
Sanctuary of the temple of Sadamba’al and the s(anctuary)..... but definitely not enough to fund the above mentioned
projects. Together we must make more efforts to find ways
and means of drastically increasing funds and we are always
Shapat, son of Zybeqam, son of Abeshmun, son of Yai(l).... open to suggestions.

The contents of the remaining parts of 8 lines are:

During the time of the magistrate Arish, son of Yail.....

‘GWL’ (pronounced Gol or Gawl), a Phoenician word meaning
‘a round ship’ is possibly in reference to the island’s shape
from a distance.

After a very successful meeting with the Chairman and Chief
Executive of Heritage Malta, it was agreed that our two
entities, having very similar objectives, should find means of

Roughly, the process of this derivation and transformation cooperating in increasing the awareness of the cultural
may be represented in GWL > Gaulos > Gaudos > Godso/ patrimony of Gozo. In the past our Society had already
Gaudis; meanwhile Godso > Gozzo/Gozo and Gaudis > Ghawdix made donations of some artifacts to the Gozo Museums. As
> Ghawdex. a start, during the same meeting, we donated a quantity of

; ; informative brochures which are to be distributed gratis at
(This text is taken from the book “The Placenames of the coast of Gozo the Natural Histor Musatm
(Malta)” by Joe Zammit Ciantar) € Natural nistory mu 2













